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Art and Culture

Sahitya Akademi Awards

About Rani VeluNachiyar

Sahitya Akademi has announced its annual SahityaAkademi Awards in 20 languages.

●●

Rani VeluNachiyar was the first queen to fight
against the British colonial power in India.

●●

●●

She is known by Tamils as Veeramangai.

●●

She was the princess of Ramanathapuram and
the only child of Raja ChellamuthuvijayaragunathaSethupathy and Rani Sakandhimuthal of
the Ramnad kingdom.

●●

Rani VeluNachiyar was trained in war match
weapons usage, martial arts like Valari, Silambam, horse riding and archery.

●●

She was a scholar in many languages and she
had proficiency with languages like French,
English and Urdu.

●●

She married the king of Sivagangai, with whom
she had a daughter.

●●

When her husband, MuthuvaduganathaperiyaUdaiyathevar, was killed by British soldiers and
the son of the Nawab of Arcot, she was drawn
into battle.

●●

She escaped with her daughter and lived under
the protection of PalayakaararKopaalaNaayakkar at Virupachi near Dindigul for eight years.

●●

Later, an agreement was reached where by
Rani VeluNachiar was permitted to govern the
Sivaganga Country.

●●

The Queen VeluNachiar granted powers to
Marudhu Brothers to administer the country in
1780.

●●

Assamese writers AnuradhaSarma Pujari and
NamitaGokhale have won the award in the
novel category.
Awardees for the Poetry category include
MwdaiGahai in Bodo, SanjivVerenkar in
Konkani, HrushikeshMallick in Odia, and Vindeshwari Prasad in Telegu.

About the Award
●●

The SahityaAkademi Award is a literary honor
in India by the SahityaAkademi.

●●

It is conferred to the writers in 24 languages.

●●

Apart from 22 languages mentioned in the constitution, the SahityaAkademi has recognized
English and Rajasthani as languages in which
its program may be implemented.

●●

The SahityaAkademi award is the second-highest literary honor by the Government of
India, after the Jnanpith award.

Other SahityaAkademi Awards
●●

●●

Sahitya AkademiBalSahityaPuraskar is given to
an author based on his/her total contribution to
children’s literature and relates to books first
published during the five years immediately
preceding the year of the Award.
SahityaAkademiYuvaPuraskar relates to books
published by an author of the age of 35 and
below.

PM remembers Rani VeluNachiyar

Remembering SavitribaiPhule

The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi has paid
tributes to Rani VeluNachiyar on her birth anniversary.

January 3rd is the birth anniversary of SavitribaiPhule.

Sec-4, Near Vaishali Metro Station, Ph. 9899781744, 8851330108 | www.ghaziabadiasacademy.com

2

3 | Current Affairs – February, 2022
About SavitribaiPhule
●●

Savitribai was born in Naigaon, a small village
in the state of Maharashtra, India.

●●

Born in a family of socially backward Mali
community, Savitribai was illiterate when she
married to JyotibaPhule at the tender age of
nine.

●●

In 1873, they set up Satya ShodhakaSamaja, a
platform which was open to all, irrespective of
their caste, religion or class hierarchies, with the
sole motto to bring about social equity.

●●

Savitribai also started the practice of Satyashodhak Marriage, where couples took an oath
of education and equality.

●●

They also dug a well at their courtyard for
untouchables, who had no access to public
drinking water facilities.

Parkash Purab of Sri Guru Gobind
Singh Ji
ParkashPurab of Sri Guru Gobind Singh Ji was
celebrated on 9th January this year.
It is the birth anniversary of Guru Gobind Singhand
falls every year in December or January.
About Sri Guru Gobind Singh Ji
●●

JyotibaPhule strongly believed in the power of
education in removing social inequalities.

●●

He decided to start her education at home by
teaching how to read and write, much against
the family diktat.

●●

Later, Jyotiba admitted Savitribai to a teachers’
training Institute in Pune.

●●

After the training, Savitribai started teaching
girls at Maharwada in Pune.

●●

She became the first female teacher in India
(1848) and opened a school for girls with her
husband.

●●

●●

She went on to establish a shelter (1864) for
destitute women and played a crucial role in
grooming JyotiraoPhule’s pioneering institution, SatyashodhakSamaj, (1873) that fought
for equality of all classes.
Encouraged by improved enrolment of girls in
schools, the couple opened a total of 18 schools
across Maharashtra from 1848 to 1852. They
also set up 52 free hostels for poor students
across Maharashtra.

●●

Guru Gobind Singh, the last of the ten living
Sikh Gurus, was born as “Gobind Rai" in Patna,
Bihar.

●●

Following the martyrdom of his father, the ninth
Guru, Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji, Gobind Singh Ji
became the leader of the Sikhs when he was
only nine years old.

●●

He initiated the Khalsa order, the highest order
that can be reached by Sikhs.

●●

Famed as a warrior, poet, and philosopher, his
contributions to Sikhism were many including
the tradition of covering one's hair with a turban.

●●

Before leaving his mortal body in 1708, Guru
Gobind Singh decreed the Guru Granth Sahib
Ji as the next and perpetual Guru of the Sikhs.

●●

PM to inaugurate 25th National Youth Festival

●●

Prime Minister will inaugurate the 25th National
Youth Festival on 12th January, 2022 in Puducherry, via video conferencing.

●●

The day, being the birth anniversary of Swami
Vivekananda, is observed as National Youth
Day.
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About National Youth Festival

About National Hindi Day

●●

●●

The National Hindi Diwas is celebrated on
September 14 every year.

●●

This is because on this day, Hindi, written in the
Devanagari script, was adopted as the official
language of the Republic of India.

The Festival aims to shape the minds of India's
youth and transform them into a united force
for nation building.

●●

It is one of the biggest exercises in social
cohesion and intellectual & cultural integration.

●●

It aims to bring diverse cultures of India and
integrate them into a united thread of 'Ek Bharat,
Shreshtha Bharat'.

●●

●●

●●

About World heritage convention
●●

This year, in view of the emerging Covid situation, the Festival has been scheduled to be held
virtually from 12 - 13 January, 2022.

The Convention defines the kind of natural
or cultural sites which can be considered for
inscription on the World Heritage List.

●●

The inauguration will be followed by the
National Youth Summit wherein there will be
panel discussions on four identified themes.

The Convention sets out the duties of States
Parties in identifying potential sites and their
role in protecting and preserving them.

●●

By signing the Convention, each country pledges
to conserve not only the World Heritage sites
situated on its territory, but also to protect its
national heritage.

●●

World Heritage Convention was signed in 1972
and is a single document that links the concepts
of nature conservation and the preservation of
cultural properties.

●●

Source: pib.gov.in, unesco.org and hindustantimes

Every year, it is organized by Ministry of Youth
Affairs and Sports, Government of India in collaboration with one of the State Governments.

●●

The National Youth Festival began in 1995 as a
major activity under the programme of National
Integration Camp (NIC).

●●

In collaboration with one of the States and
institutions like Nehru Yuva Kendra Sangathan
(NYKS) and the National Service Scheme
(NSS), the Government of India conducts this
programme every year.

World Hindi Day

Veer Baal Diwas
Prime Minister announced on the ParkashPurab of
the tenth Sikh Guru Gobind Singh Ji that henceforth
December 26 will be observed as ‘Veer Baal Diwas’.

UNESCO's World Heritage Centre has agreed to
publish Hindi descriptions of India's UNESCO
World Heritage Sites on WHC website. This was
announced by the permanent delegation of India to
UNESCO on the occasion of World Hindi Day.

About Veer Baal Diwas
●●

Veer Baal Diwas is a tribute to the bravery
of the ChhoteSahibzaade, Zorawar Singh and
Fateh Singh, the two youngest sons of Guru
Gobind Singh.

About World Hindi Day

●●

They were bricked alive on the orders of Wazir
Khan, the Mughal faujdar of Sirhind, for refusing to renounce their faith and become Muslim.

●●

Zorawar Singh was 9 years old at the time, and
Fateh Singh only 7.

●●

Soon after they were walled up alive, their
grandmother Mata Gujri (Guru Gobind Singh’s
mother) died of shock.

●●

●●

World Hindi Day is celebrated on January 10
every year to promote the language across the
world.
It was first celebrated in 2006 to commemorate the anniversary of the first World Hindi
Conference which was held in Nagpur on 10th
January, 1975.
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●●

Today, Gurdwara Sri Fatehgarh Sahib stands
on the site where the two Sahibzaadas were
executed.

tic life as Narendra NathDatta, was born in an
affluent family in Kolkata on 12 January 1863.
●●

His father, VishwanathDatta, was a successful
attorney with interests in a wide range of subjects.

●●

It is believed that after no one in Sirhind town
agreed to spare land to cremate them.

●●

It was DiwanTodar Mal who purchased a small
piece of land by covering it with at least 7,800
gold coins, and performed the last rites after
getting the Sahibzaadas’ bodies released from
the Mughals.

●●

His mother, Bhuvaneshwari Devi, was endowed
with deep devotion, strong character and other
qualities.

●●

Narendra data, as a child excelled in music,
gymnastics and studies.

Later, GurdwaraJyotiSarup was built on this site
in Fatehgarh Sahib.

●●

By the time he graduated from Calcutta University, he had acquired a vast knowledge of
different subjects, especially Western philosophy and history.

●●

The Supreme Sacrifice
●●

●●

Guru Gobind Singh had four sons, the ChaarSahibzaade, all of whom four sacrificed their
lives to uphold the identity and dignity of
KhalsaPanth against the Mughals.
The two elder ones, Ajit Singh and Jujhar
Singh, died in the battle of Chamkaur Sahib.

Swamiji’s encounter with Sri Ramakrishna
●●

At the threshold of youth Narendra had a period
of spiritual crisis when he was assailed by
doubts about the existence of God.

●●

It was at that time he first heard about Sri
Ramakrishna from one of his English professors
at college.

●●

But the bravery and sacrifice of Zorawar Singh
and Fateh Singh is considered unparalleled.

●●

This is not just because of the tender age at
which they chose death, but also for the cruel
and barbaric conditions that the Mughals had
created for the children and their grandmother
before their execution.

●●

Sri Ramakrishna used to stay at the Kali Temple
in Dakshineshwar.

●●

Apart from removing doubts from the mind
of Narendra, Sri Ramakrishna won him over
through his pure, unselfish love.

Before the execution, the two children and their
grandmother were held captive at the open-air
ThandaBurj (Cold Tower) of the fort for days
in the chilly weather, in which they shivered
endlessly but refused to convert.

●●

Thus began a guru-disciple relationship which is
quite unique in the history of spiritual masters.

●●

After Sri Ramakrishna's passing in 1886,
Vivekananda renounced the world and crisscrossed India as a wandering monk.

●●

PM pays tributes to Swami Vivekananda

In 1893, upon the request of Maharaja Ajit
Singh of the Khetri State, he took the name
‘Vivekananda.’

●●

The Prime Minister paid
Vivekananda on his Jayanti.

In 1893, he attended World’s Parliament of
Religions held in Chicago.

●●

He founded on 1 May 1897 a unique type of
organization known as Ramakrishna Mission,
in which monks and lay people would jointly
undertake propagation of Practical Vedanta.

●●

●●

For days, they were pressured and threatened
with death, but they did not fear the Mughals
and refused to renounce their faith.
tribute

to

Swami

About Swami Vivekananda
●●

Swami Vivekananda, known in his pre-monas-
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●●

In 1899, he established the Belur Math, which
became his permanent abode. At Belur Math,
he left his body in 1902.

PM pays tributes to the great
Thiruvalluvar
The Prime Minister has paid tributes to the great
Thiruvalluvar on Thiruvalluvar Day.
About Thiruvalluvar

Kathak maestro PanditBirjuMaharaj
Kathak legend PanditBirjuMaharaj passed away at
his home in Delhi after suffering a heart attack.
About PanditBirjuMaharaj
●●

A recipient of the country’s second-highest
civilian award, Padma Vibhushan, Panditji was
born as Brij Mohan Nath Mishra in 1937.

●●

He was born into the house of renowned Kathak
proponent, JagannathMaharaj of Lucknow Gharana.

●●

BirjuMaharaj was a leading exponent of Kathak
dance form being considered as torch-bearer of
the Kalka-BindadinGharana of Lucknow.

●●

Thiruvalluvar is celebrated as a great Tamil
Poet.

●●

He is regarded as a cultural and moral icon for
Tamils across caste and religious lines.

●●

He also sometimes called as TheivaPulavar
(“Divine Poet”), Valluvar, PoyyamozhiPulavar.

●●

There is no proper record about in which century he lived but it is a guess that he might
have lived between 3rd century and 7th century
(Tholkapiar period).

But he was not only a great dancer but also
a wonderful singer with a strong grip over
Thumri, Dadra, Bhajan and Ghazals – forms
of Indian music.

●●

He has also tried his hand at writing and written
a few poems. He has also written lyrics for
many ballet compositions.

●●

●●

It is say, that first Thiruvalluvar lived in Madurai
and later he lived in Maylapur, presently known
as Chennai.

●●

His primary work Thirukkural (contribution
to Tamil Literature) contains 1330 couplets
(kurals).
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Polity and Govenance

Gram Ujala

●●

Convergence Energy Services Limited (CESL) has
achieved a remarkable milestone of distributing 50
lakhs LED bulbs under Project Crore of their Gram
Ujala program.

Prime Minister's Employment Generation
Programme (PMEGP)

About the Program

●●

PMEGP is a central sector scheme administered
by the Ministry of Micro, Small, and Medium
Enterprises (MSME).

●●

At the national level, the Scheme is being
implemented by Khadi and Village Industries
Commission (KVIC), a statutory organization
under the administrative control of the Ministry
of MSME as the single nodal agency.

●●

It is a credit-linked subsidy program.

●●

"UJALA" - an acronym for UnnatJyoti by
Affordable LEDs for All.

●●

Objective: to promote efficient lighting, enhance
awareness on using efficient equipment which
reduces electricity bills and helps preserve the
environment.

●●

Under the scheme, 20W LED tube lights and
BEE 5-star rated energy efficient fans are also
distributed to the consumers.

●●

The Electricity Distribution Company and
Energy Efficiency Services Limited (EESL) a
public sector body of the Government of India
are implementing the program.

●●

It was launched by the Union minister of power
and new and renewable energy.
Eligibility :
♦♦ Every grid-connected consumer having a
metered connection from their respective
Electricity Distribution Company can get
the LED bulbs at about 40% of the market
price under the UJALA Scheme.
♦♦ Consumers also have the option of paying
for the LEDs in equated monthly installments.
Convergence Energy Services Limited (CESL)
●●

●●

Convergence Energy Services Limited (CESL)
is a newly established subsidiary of state-owned
Energy Efficiency Services Limited, itself a
joint venture of public sector companies under
the Ministry of Power, Government of India.
CESL is focused on delivering clean, affordable, and reliable energy.

Convergence focuses on energy solutions that
lie at the confluence of renewable energy, electric mobility, and climate change.

Objective:
●●

To generate continuous and sustainable employment opportunities in Rural and Urban areas of
the country.

●●

To provide continuous and sustainable employment to a large segment of traditional and prospective artisans, rural and urban unemployed
youth in the country through the setting up of
micro-enterprises.

●●

To facilitate the participation of financial
institutions for higher credit flow to the micro
sector.

Eligibility
●●

Individuals above 18 years of age.

●●

VIII Std. pass required for the project above
Rs.10.00 lakhs in manufacturing and above Rs.
5.00 lakhs for Service Sector.

●●

Self Help Groups and Charitable Trusts.

●●

Institutions Registered under Societies Registration Act- 1860.

●●

Production-based Co-operative Societies.
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SankalpSmarak
To preserve this important event in history, a
SankalpSmarak was dedicated to the nation by
Lt Gen Ajai Singh, Commander-in-Chief Andaman,
and Nicobar Command (CINCAN).
●●

●●

On the 30the of Dec 1943, a national flag was
hoisted for the first time on Indian soil, at Port
Blair by Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose.
The Smarak is a tribute to the resolve of the
soldiers of the Indian National Army and their
innumerable sacrifices and also reminds us of
the values enshrined by Netaji himself.

●●

The aim is to promote the production of manmade fiber apparel, manmade fiber fabrics, and
technical textile products.

●●

With this, India is poised to regain its dominance in the Global Textiles Trade.

Key Points
●●

The investment period is 2 years, and the incentive will be paid for 5 years after the first year
of post-investment operation.

●●

The scheme is for two types of investments.
♦♦ The first entails a minimum of Rs. 300
crores in the plant, machinery, equipment,
and civil works in a unit.

Important fact about Subhas Chandra Bose
●●

Bose joined the Indian National Congress
(Formed on December 28, 1885) in 1921.

●●

He also started a newspaper called ‘Swaraj’.

●●

He was elected as President of the Indian
National Congress twice in 1938-Haripur and
1939-Tripuri.

●●

He resigned from the Congress Presidentship
in 1939 and organized the All India Forward
Bloc, a faction within the Congress in Bengal.

●●

He escaped from British arrest and went to
Germany, but didn’t get much help there.

●●

He moved to Japan and got the leadership of
the Indian National Army which was founded
by Captain Mohan Singh.

●●

He attacked British Force with INA through the
Manipur in Battles of Kohima and Imphal in
1944.

●●

He authored the book ‘The Indian Struggle’
which covers the Indian independence movement from 1920 to 1942. The book was banned
by the British government.

♦♦ The second is for a minimum of Rs. 100
crore, where the business achieves a minimum turnover of Rs. 200 crores.
●●

The incentive is based on a combination of
investment and turnover.

●●

Aim: To promote industries that invest in the
production of 64 select products.

What is Production Linked Incentive (PLI)
Scheme?
●●

PLI scheme offers incentives on incremental
sales for products manufactured in India.

●●

The Finance Minister announced the Production Linked Incentive (PLI) Schemes across 13
key sectors.

Vice President makes first State visit to
Union Territory of Lakshadweep
The Vice President, on his first State visit to the
Union Territory of Lakshadweep, inaugurated
two Colleges of Arts & Sciences in Kadmat and
Andrott islands.

Production Linked Scheme for Textiles

More About the News

The Ministry of Textiles will accept applications
from January 1 for the Production Linked Scheme
for Textiles.

●●

The Vice President said that Lakshadweep
boasts of a ‘unique confluence of ancient cultural heritage and pristine natural beauty’.

●●

The Vice President, who is also the Chancellor
of the Pondicherry University to which the
colleges are affiliated to, emphasized the importance of skill development among students.

●●

The government approved the Production Linked
Incentive (PLI) Scheme for Textiles with a
budgetary outlay of Rs. 10,683 crores over five
years.
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He also added that the island has immense
eco-tourism and fisheries potential and called
upon the youth of the islands to utilise the
courses offered in aquaculture, tourism and
hospitality and proactively strive for excellence
in these sectors where they have a natural
advantage.
About the office of Vice President

Note: He should not hold any office of profit under
the Union government or any state government or
any local authority or any other public authority.

The Vice-President occupies the second highest
office in the country.

Conditions of Office

●●

●●

He is accorded a rank next to the President in
the official warrant of precedence. This office
is modelled on the lines of the American
Vice-President.

●●

The Vice-President, like the president, is elected
not directly by the people but by the method of
indirect election.
Election of Vice President:
●●

He is elected by the members of an electoral
college consisting of the members of both
Houses of Parliament.

●●

It consists of both elected and nominated members of the Parliament.

●●

It does not include the members of the state
legislative assemblies.

Oath:
The oath of office to the Vice-President is administered by the President or some person appointed in
that behalf by him.
●●

The Constitution says the person elected as
Vice President should not be a member of either
House of Parliament or a House of the state
legislature.

●●

If any such person is elected Vice-President,
he is deemed to have vacated his seat in that
House on the date on which he enters upon his
office as Vice-President.

Term of Office
●●

The Vice-President holds office for a term of
five years from the date on which he enters
upon his office.

●●

However, he can resign from his office at any
time by addressing the resignation letter to the
President.

●●

He can also be removed from the office before
completion of his term.

●●

A formal impeachment is not required for his
removal.

All doubts and disputes in connection with election of the Vice-President are inquired into and
decided by the Supreme Court whose decision
is final.

●●

He can be removed by a resolution of the Rajya
Sabha passed by an absolute majority (ie, a
majority of the total members of the House)
and agreed to by the Lok Sabha.

If the election of a person as Vice-President is
declared void by the Supreme Court, acts done
by him before the date of such declaration of
the Supreme Court are not invalidated.
Qualifications

●●

But, no such resolution can be moved unless at
least 14 days’ advance notice has been given.

Note: The election is held in accordance with the
system of proportional representation by means of
the single transferable vote and the voting is by
secret ballot.
●●

●●

A person should fulfil the following qualifications:
●●

He should be a citizen of India.

●●

He should have completed 35 years of age.

●●

He should be qualified for election as a member
of the Rajya Sabha.

Note: No ground has been mentioned in the Constitution for his removal.
Powers and Functions
●●

He acts as the ex-officio Chairman of Rajya
Sabha.

●●

He acts as President when a vacancy occurs in
the office of the President due to his resignation,
removal, death or otherwise.
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Vacancy in Office
A vacancy in the Vice-President’s office can occur
in any of the following ways:
●●

On the expiry of his tenure of five years.

●●

By his resignation.

●●

On his removal.

●●

By his death.

●●

Otherwise, for example, when he becomes
disqualified to hold office or when his election
is declared void.
About Union Territory of Lakshadweep
India’s smallest Union Territory Lakshadweep is an
archipelago consisting of 36 islands with an area of
32 sq km.
●●

It is a uni-district Union Territory and comprises
of 12 atolls, three reefs, five submerged banks
and ten inhabited islands.

●●

The capital is Kavaratti and it is also the principal town of the UT.

●●

The Union Territory was formed in 1956 and
it was named Lakshadweep in 1973.

●●

The entry to Lakshadweep islands is restricted.
One requires an entry permit issued by Lak-

shadweep Administration to visit these islands.
Administrative and Judicial Setup
●●

The entire Union Territory of Lakshadweep is
considered as one district.

●●

Earlier the district was divided into four Tehsils.
At present there are 10 Sub Divisions.

●●

Administration Secretariat was shifted from
Kozhikode to Kavaratti in March 1964.

●●

Lakshadweep Lok Sabha constituency is the
only Lok Sabha constituency, which covers
the entire area of the Union Territory of Lakshadweep in India. This seat is reserved for
Scheduled Tribes.

●●

Before its first election in 1967, its member of
parliament (MP) was directly appointed by the
President of India.

●●

Lakshadweep is under the jurisdiction of High
Court of Kerala.

●●

Demography

●●

As per details from Census 2011, Lakshadweep
has population of 64 Thousands, an increase
from figure of 60 Thousand in 2001 census.

●●

Total population of Lakshadweep as per 2011
census is 64,473 of which male and female are
33,123 and 31,350 respectively.
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PM releases 10th instalment of PMKISAN

●●

All serving or retired officers and employees of
Central/ State Government Ministries /Offices/
Departments and its field units Central or State
PSEs and Attached offices /Autonomous Institutions under Government as well as regular
employees of the Local Bodies

●●

All superannuated/retired pensioners whose
monthly pension is Rs.10,000/-or more

●●

All Persons who paid Income Tax in last assessment year

Prime Minister released 10th instalment of financial
benefit under Pradhan MantriKisanSamman Nidhi
(PM-KISAN) scheme.
●●

This enabled the transfer of an amount of more
than Rs. 20,000 crore to more than 10 crore
beneficiary farmer families.

●●

During the programme, Prime Minister also
released equity grant of more than Rs. 14 crore
to about 351 Farmer Producer Organizations
(FPOs), which will benefit more than 1.24 lakh
farmers.
About PM-KISAN
●●

PM Kisan is a Central Sector scheme with
100% funding from Government of India.

●●

The scheme is under the supervision of Ministry
of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare.

●●

It has become operational from 1.12.2018.

●●

Under the scheme an income support of 6,000/per year in three equal installments will be
provided to all land holding farmer families.

●●

Definition of family for the scheme is husband,
wife and minor children.

●●

State Government and UT administration will
identify the farmer families which are eligible
for support as per scheme guidelines.

●●

The fund will be directly transferred to the bank
accounts of the beneficiaries.

●●

Professionals like Doctors, Engineers, Lawyers,
Chartered Accountants, and Architects registered with Professional bodies and carrying out
profession by undertaking practices.
About Farmer Producer Organizations (FPOs)
The Government of India had approved and launched
the Central Sector Scheme of “Formation and Promotion of 10,000 Farmer Producer Organizations(FPOs)” to form and promote 10,000 new FPOs till
2027-28 with a total budgetary outlay of Rs.6865 Cr.
●●

Under the scheme, the formation and promotion of FPO is based on Produce Cluster Area
approach and specialized commodity based
approach.

●●

While adopting cluster based approach, formation of FPOs will be focussed on “One District
One Product” for development of product specialization.

●●

Initially one FPO is allocated per block.

‘Padhe Bharat’ Campaign

There are variousExclusion Categories for the
scheme.
Scheme Exclusion

Union Education Minister launched a 100 days
reading campaign 'Padhe Bharat' today.

●●

All Institutional Land holders.

●●

●●

Farmer families which belong to one or more
of the following categories:

●●

Former and present holders of constitutional
posts

The launch of 100 Days Reading Campaign is
in alignment with the National Education Policy
(NEP) 2020 which emphasises on promotion of
joyful reading culture for children.

●●

●●

Former and present Ministers/ State Ministers
and former/present Members of LokSabha/
RajyaSabha/ State Legislative Assemblies/ State
Legislative Councils,former and present Mayors
of Municipal Corporations, former and present
Chairpersons of District Panchayats.

PadheBharat campaign will focus on children
studying in Balvatika to Grade 8.

●●

The reading campaign will be organised for 14
weeks starting from 1st January 2022 to 10th
April 2022.

●●

This campaign has also been aligned with the
vision and goals of foundational Literacy and
Numeracy mission.

●●

More about the Campaign
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●●

The campaign will also focus on Indian languages including mother tongue/local/regional
languages.

●●

It is in this regard, 21st February which is celebrated as International Mother Tongue Day, has
also been integrated with this campaign.

●●

This day will be celebrated with the activity
of KahaniPadhoApniBhasa Main (Reading
story in own language) across the country by
encouraging children to read in their mother
tongue/local language.

This will help in promoting local language and
culture of our society.
Literacy and Numeracy mission

♦♦ Developing skills among the learners to
amalgamate theiroutside school experiences
in their classroom learning toattain foundational literacy and numeracy in a better
way.

Draft ‘National Air Sports Policy’
Ministry of Civil Aviation has released draft National
Air Sports Policy (NASP) for public feedback.
●●

●●

The Literacy and Numeracy mission is a part NIPUN
(National Initiative for Proficiency in Reading with
Understanding and Numeracy) Bharat Scheme
lauched by Ministry of Education.
●●

It aims to cover the learning needs of children
in the age group of 3 to 9 years.

●●

The initiative is under the part of NEP (National
Education Policy) 2020.
Objectives:
♦♦ Making learners competent in doing meaningful reading andwriting by the time they
enter grade 3

♦♦ Developing the basic understanding and
competencies relatedto numeracy and its
related concepts among young learnerstill
grade 2

The draft National Air Sports Policy (NASP
2022) has been drafted on the basis of the
inputs received from policy makers, air sports
practitioners and public at large.

●●

It is an evolving document and will be modified
from time to time.
The key features of the Draft National Air Sports
Policy are:
●●

NASP 2022 covers sports like aerobatics,
aeromodelling, amateur-built and experimental
aircraft, ballooning, drones, etc.

●●

The vision is to make India one of the top air
sports nations by 2030.

●●

NASP 2022 seeks to leverage India’s huge
potential for air sports given its large geographical expanse, diverse topography and fair
weather conditions.

●●

An Air Sports Federation of India (ASFI) will
be established as the apex governing body.

●●

Associations for each air sport will handle day
to day activities.

●●

The air sports associations shall be accountable
to ASFI with respect to the regulatory oversight.

●●

ASFI shall represent India at FAI and other
global platforms related to air sports.

●●

Domestic design, development and manufacturing of air sports equipment will be promoted
in line with the Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan.

●●

The Federation Aéronautique International e
(FAI), head-quartered in Lausanne, Switzerland
is the world governing body for air sports. All
competitions in India will be conducted as per
the guidelines laid down by FAI.
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●●

An airspace map of India has been published
on DGCA’s DigitalSky Platform. The map
segregates the entire airspace of India into red
zone, yellow zone and green zone.

●●

Operation in red and yellow zones requires
permission from Central Government and the
concerned Air Traffic Control authority respectively. Operation in green zones for aircraft
with all-up weight up to 500 kg does not require
any permission.

●●

To make air sports affordable to the common
public, the Government will request the GST
Council to consider rationalizing the GST rate
on air sports equipment to 5% or less.

●●

Schools, colleges and universities will be
encouraged to have air sports included in their
curriculum.

●●

The Government will consider allowing import
of air sports equipment without any import duty
for a particular number of years.

●●

These indicators are distributed in all-encompassing 10 sectors such as Agriculture & allied
sector, Commerce & Industry, Human Resource
Development, Public Health, Public Infrastructure & Utilities, Economic Governance, Welfare
& Development, Public Safety & Judiciary and
Citizen Centric Governance.
About Centre for Good Governance (CGG)
●●

♦♦ CGG undertakes action research, provides
professional advice, and conducts change
management programmes for government
departments and agencies to enable successful implementation of their reform
agenda.

J&K to have district level Governance
Index

♦♦ CGG works closely with policy-makers
like Ministers, senior officials, management
experts, institutions and other stakeholders,
especially citizens towards building people
centric governance practices.

Jammu & Kashmir will soon become the first Union
Territory in the country to have a district level Good
Governance Index.
●●

Centre will set up District Good Governance
Index (DGGI) in J&K and the Department of
Administrative Reforms and Public Grievances
(DARPG) will carry out this task in collaboration with the Union Territory Government.

The Centre for Good Governance (CGG) was
established in October, 2001 by the then Government of Andhra Pradesh (GoAP) in collaboration with the Department for International
Development (DFID) and the World Bank to
help it achieve the State’s goal of Transforming
Governance.

NPR, first phase of Census postponed
The first phase of the census and collection of details
to update the National Population Register (NPR)
have been postponed at least till September.

●●

Why such a decision?

●●

The Registrar General of India (RGI) had in December informed the States that freezing of boundaries
of districts, sub-districts, tehsils, talukas, police
stations etc. has been postponed till June 2022.

The framework of the proposed Index has been
finalized with the technical support from the
Centre for Good Governance (CGG) Hyderabad.
About the Index
Good Governance Index at the district level
will enable each of the 20 districts of Jammu
& Kashmir to rise to the level of some of the
best administered districts of the country.

●●

Freezing of boundary limits of administrative
units, at least three months prior, is a pre-requisite for conducting the census.

●●

This will lead to increased transparency,
increased accountability and increased citizen
participation.

●●

●●

The DGGI Framework has 58 Indicators drawn
from different aspects of development and district administration.

Even if the RGI issues an order in June to
freeze the boundaries again, the exercise can
take place only in September.

●●

Finalisation of administrative units entails covering all jurisdictional changes in an administrative area between two consecutive censuses.
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●●

According to provisional data compiled by the
RGI till June 2021, the number of districts has
gone up from 640 in 2011 to 736.

●●

●●

The sub-districts are up from 5,925 to 6,754,
statutory towns from 4,041 to 4,657, census
towns from 3,892 to 5,050 but villages have
decreased from 6,40,934 in 2011 to 6,39,083
in 2021.

The Census Organization was set up on an
ad-hoc basis for each Census till the 1951
Census.

●●

The Census Act was enacted in 1948 to provide for the scheme of conducting population
census with duties and responsibilities of census
officers.

●●

The first phase of Census 2021 — the Houselisting and Housing Census along with updating
the NPR — was scheduled to be held from
April-September, 2020.

●●

The Government of India decided in May 1949
decided to establish an organization in the Ministry of Home Affairs under Registrar General
and ex-Officio Census Commissioner, India.

But it was postponed indefinitely due to the
COVID-19 pandemic.
Brief history of census

●●

This organization was made responsible for
generating data on population statistics including Vital Statistics and Census.

●●

The earliest literature 'Rig-Veda' reveals that
some kind of population count was maintained
in during 800-600 BC in India.

●●

●●

The celebrated 'Arthashastra' by 'Kautilya'
written in the 3rd Century BC prescribed the
collection of population statistics as a measure
of state policy for taxation.

Later, this office was also entrusted with the
responsibility of implementation of Registration
of Births and Deaths Act, 1969 in the country.

●●

●●

During the regime of the Mughal king Akbar,
the administrative report 'Ain-e-Akbari' included
comprehensive data pertaining to population,
industry, wealth and many other characteristics.

●●

A systematic and modern population census, in
its present form was conducted non synchronously between 1865 and 1872.

●●

This effort culminating in 1872 under Lord
Mayo has been popularly labelled as the first
population census of India.

●●

●●

However, the first synchronous census in India
was held in 1881 during the tenure of Viceroy
Lord Rippon.
Since then, censuses have been undertaken
uninterruptedly once every ten year.

●●

The Census of India 2011 was the fifteenth
census in the continuous series and the seventh
since independence.
Who conducts the Census?
The responsibility of conducting the decennial Census rests with the Office of the Registrar General
and Census Commissioner, India under Ministry of
Home Affairs, Government of India.

What is NPR?
The NPR is a list of “usual residents of the country”.
●●

According to the Home Ministry, a “usual
resident of the country” is one who has been
residing in a local area for at least the last six
months or intends to stay in a particular location
for the next six months.

●●

The NPR is being prepared under provisions of
the Citizenship Act, 1955 and the Citizenship
(Registration of Citizens and issue of National
Identity Cards) Rules, 2003.

●●

It is mandatory for every “usual resident of
India” to register in the NPR.

●●

The NPR was first compiled in 2010 and
updated in 2015 and it already has a database
of 119 crore residents.

●●

It was to be updated along with the first phase
of census

24th National Conference on e-Governance
The Department of Administrative Reforms & Public Grievances (DARPG) and MeitY, in association
with the State Government of Telangana organized
the 24th Conference on e-Governance (NCeG) 2021.
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●●

The theme of this Conference is “India’s
Techade: Digital Governance in a Post
Pandemic World”.

●●

Foster responsible use of emerging technology such as Artificial Intelligence, Machine
Learning, Blockchain, 5G, Augmented Reality,
Virtual Reality, etc.

●●

At the end of the conference, Hyderabad Declaration on e-Governance was adopted.

●●

Make India the global hub for emerging technology

The 24thNCeG represented a platform for constructive exchange of ideas on some of the latest
technologies for promoting e-Governance.

●●

Uplift good governance to higher level through
healthy competition among States.

●●

In 2009, National e-Governance Division was created by the Ministry of Electronics & Information
Technology as an Independent Business Division
under the Digital India Corporation.

More about the Conference

Over the two days, discussions were held on
various sub-themes in plenary sessions. The
sub-schemes include:
♦♦ AatmaNirbhar Bharat: Universalization of
Public Services;
♦♦ Innovation– Platformization,
Technologies;

Emerging

♦♦ Ease of living through Technology Interventions for Good Governance;
♦♦ Government Process Re-engineering and
Citizen’s participation in Government
Processes;
♦♦ India’s Techade – Digital Economy (Digital
Payments – Building Citizen’s Confidence).
♦♦ To recognise the implementation of e-Governance initiatives, the National e-Governance Awards 2021 were also presented.
Hyderabad Declaration
The Conference has unanimously adopted the
Hyderabad declaration outlined below after intensive
deliberations during the sessions. The declaration
aims to:
●●

To bring citizens and government closer through
digital platforms.

●●

Transform citizen services through use of technology

●●

Fast track the implementation of the national
level public digital platforms in key social
sectors viz. Health, Education, Agriculture, etc.

About NCeG

The envisioned roles and responsibilities of NeGD
are as follows:
♦♦ Providing strategic direction in terms of
framing policies and implementation strategy for the Digital India Programme.
♦♦ Proactive support to Central and State Governments for Mission Mode Projects and
other e-Governance projects
♦♦ Providing technical assistance to Central
Ministries/ State Line Departments in their
e-Governance projects
♦♦ Developing generic / model Expression of
Interest, Request for Proposal, Standard
Contracts, PPP Models and other related
documents for various stages
♦♦ Ensuring effective citizen engagement and
communication with all stakeholders using
offline and Social Media channels

Registration of Political Parties
The Election Commission has announced the General Elections for the Legislative Assemblies of Goa,
Manipur, Punjab, Uttarakhand and Uttar Pradesh.
About Registration of Political parties
Registration of Political parties is governed by the
provisions of Section 29A of the Representation of
the People Act, 1951.
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♦♦ A party seeking registration under the said
Section with the Commission has to submit
an application to the Commission within a
period of 30 days following the date of its
formation.
♦♦ As per existing guidelines, the applicant
is asked to publish a proposed party name
in two national daily newspapers and two
local daily newspapers.
♦♦ After that the applicant has to provide two
days for submitting objections, if any, with
regard to the proposed registration of the
party before the Commission within 30
days from the publication.
♦♦ The notice for publication is also displayed
on the website of the Election Commission.
♦♦ To register a political party, an application
for registration has to be sent by registered
post or presented personally to the Secretary to the Election Commission.
♦♦ This has to be done within 30 days following the date of formation of the party in the
format prescribed.
♦♦ The application must be accompanied by a
demand draft for Rs10,000.
♦♦ It also needs to include a printed copy of
the memorandum, rules and regulations or
constitution of the Party.

Assam On Track To Become ‘HarGhar
Jal’ State
The State of Assam is well on track to achieve the
target of providing clean tap water supply to every
home by 2024.
Key Developments:
●●

At the announcement of Jal Jeevan Mission
on 15th August, 2019, only 1.11 lakh (1.76%)
households out of total 63.35 lakh households
in the State had access to tap water supply.

●●

In about 28 months, 17.46 lakh households have
been provided with clean tap water.

●●

In last six months alone, clean tap water supply has been provided to more than 8.5 lakh
households.
About Jal Jeevan Mission
Jal Jeevan Mission, is envisioned to provide safe and
adequate drinking water through individual household tap connections by 2024 to all households in
rural India.
●●

Jal Jeevan Mission’s motto is ‘no one is left
out’ and it aims at universal access to potable
tap water supply.

●●

The programme will also implement source
sustainability measures as mandatory elements,
such as:

♦♦ It also needs to have the latest electoral
rolls in respect of at least 100 members of
the party to show that they are registered
electors.
Why registering with the EC is important?
It is not mandatory to register with the Election
Commission but registering as a political party with
the EC has its advantage.
●●

The registered party candidates get preference
in the matter of allotment of free symbols
vis-à-vis purely independent candidates.

●●

More importantly, these registered political
parties, over course of time, can get recognition
as a ‘state party’ or a ‘national party’ from EC.

♦♦ recharge and reuse through grey water
management,

To be registered as a ‘state party’ or a ‘national
party’ has its own advantages.

♦♦ rain water harvesting.

●●

♦♦

water conservation, and
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●●

●●

The Jal Jeevan Mission will be based on a
community approach to water and will include
extensive Information, Education and communication as a key component of the mission.
States of Goa, Telangana, Haryana and UTs of
Andaman & Nicobar Islands and Puducherry,
D&NH and D&D have ensured 100% household tap connection in rural areas.

About National Water Development Agency
(NWDA)
The National Water Development Agency (NWDA),
was set up in July 1982 as Autonomous Society
under the Societies Registration Act 1860.
●●

The objective was to carry out the water balance
and other studies on a scientific and realistic
basis for optimum utilization of water resources
of the peninsular river system.

●●

This was aimed at preparing feasibility reports
for peninsular river development component of
National perspective plan prepared by Central
Water Commission.

●●

In the year 1990, NWDA was also entrusted
with the task of Himalayan Component of
National Perspective Plan.

Source: pib.gov.in and jaljeevanmission.gov.in

Governing Body of National Water
Development Agency
The Sixty Ninth Meeting of Governing Body of
National Water Development Agency (NWDA) was
held through video conferencing.
The meeting was chaired by Secretary, Department
of Water Resources, River Development & Ganga
Rejuvenation, Ministry of Jal Shakti.
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Geography, Environment and
Ecology

NDC target

UNFCCC

India has achieved its NDC target with a total nonfossil-based installed energy capacity of 157.32
GW which is 40.1% of the total installed electricity
capacity.

●●

At COP 21, as part of its Nationally Determined
Contributions (NDCs), India had committed to
achieving 40% of its installed electricity capacity from non-fossil energy sources by 2030.

One of the three Rio Conventions, the
UNFCCC's ultimate objective is to achieve the
stabilization of greenhouse gas concentrations
in the atmosphere at a level that would prevent
dangerous interference with the climate system.

●●

The UNFCCC entered into force on 21 March
1994.

The country’s installed Renewable Energy (RE)
capacity stands at 150.54 GW (solar: 48.55 GW,
wind: 40.03 GW, Small hydro Power: 4.83,
Bio-power: 10.62, Large Hydro: 46.51 GW) as
on 30.11.2021 while it’snuclear energy-based
installed electricity capacity stands at 6.78 GW.

●●

Today, it has near-universal membership. The
197 countries that have ratified the Convention
are called Parties to the Convention.

●●

The Paris Agreementunder the UNFCCC was
adopted in December 2015 and entered into
force in November 2016.

●●

This agreement was the outcome of the negotiations launched in 2011 at the 17th Conference of the Parties in Durban to develop a
legal instrument applicable to all Parties to cut
greenhouse gases (GHG) emissions and to be
implemented from 2020.

●●

●●

●●

This brings the total non-fossil-based installed
energy capacity to 157.32 GW which is 40.1%
of the total installed electricity capacity of
392.01 GW.
What are NDC targets?
●●

●●

Nationally determined contributions (NDCs)
are at the heart of the Paris Agreement and the
achievement of these long-term goals.
NDCs embody efforts by each country to reduce
national emissions and adapt to the impacts of
climate change.

●●

The Paris Agreement requests each country
to outline and communicate their post-2020
climate actions, known as their NDCs.
India’s NDC target
●●

Reduce its emissions intensity by 33 - 35%
between 2005 and 2030 (base year-2005).

●●

Accelerating the use of clean and renewable
energy by 40% by 2030.

●●

Increase carbon sinks by creating an additional
capacity equivalent to 2.5 to 3 billion tons of
CO2 through significant afforestation efforts.

State of India’s Livelihood (SOIL)
Report 2021
Recently, the State of India’s Livelihood (SOIL)
Report 2021 has been released by Access Development Services, a national livelihoods support
organization.
●●

The report analyzed Farmers Producer Organizations (FPOs) registered under The Companies
Act, 2013.

Key Points
●●

Only 1-5 percent of Farmer producer organizations (FPOs) have received funding under
central government schemes introduced to
promote them in the last seven years.
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●●

Maharashtra has the highest number of
cases sanctioned (144), followed by Tamil Nadu
at 104 and Uttar Pradesh at 96. West Bengal
has the highest coverage, followed closely by
Karnataka and then Tamil Nadu.

●●

Equity Grant Scheme and Credit Guarantee
Scheme were the two primary programs introduced for FPOs to avail funds to support their
activities.

●●

10K (10,000 FPOs) policy has played an important role in bringing attention to the importance
of collectivizing small and marginal farmers,
and more needs to be done.

●●

FPOs need to secure funding, identify and
establish relations with customers, establish
internal governance processes, among other
things.

Climate Awareness Campaign and
National Photography Competition
The Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs
(MoHUA) is organizing Climate Change Awareness
Campaign and National Photography Competition.
●●

●●

The competition will be open to all participants
till 26th January 2022, as part of pre-event
activities leading to the ‘AzadiKaAmritMahotsav- Smart Cities: Smart Urbanization’ event on
4th and 5th of February, 2022 at Surat, Gujarat.
Both the campaign and competition aim to sensitize the challenges posed by climate change,
enrich the participants with ideas to solutions,
and promote climate action in cities.

Climate Awareness Campaign:
●●

●●

The campaign will include Municipal Commissioners and key heads of urban local bodies and
Smart City CEOs creating awareness across
educational institutions including schools and
colleges within their cities to align young minds
to the challenges and solutions associated with
Urban Climate Change and Sustainability.
Cities will be organizing one or more of the
following activities in their cities leading up to
the event:

●●

Climate Change Awareness Campaign: The city
officials will create awareness across academic
institutions on Climate Change and Sustainable
actions.

●●

Social Media Campaign on Climate Change: The
city officials will carry out a social media awareness campaign where City leaders like Mayors/
Municipal Commissioners/Smart City CEOs
will be talking about climate actions, that can
be implemented within their city.

●●

Promote Photography Competition: A City level
Photography competition will be organized
based on the theme of climate change.

Automatic Generation Control
●●

Union Minister of Power and New & Renewable Energy dedicated Automatic Generation
Control (AGC) to the nation.

●●

This is expected to facilitate achieving the
government’s ambitious target of 500 GW
non-fossil fuel-based generation capacity by
2030.

●●

The AGC is being operated by Power System
Operation Corporation (POSOCO) through
National Load Despatch Centre.

What is AGC?
●●

Automatic generation control (AGC) — a major
control function for adjusting the power output
in response to changes in load — is an essential
tool for providing secondary reserve support.

●●

Renewable energy (RE) generation in India has
been on a steady rise.

●●

Ensuring the power system’s reliability in the
face of increased RE penetration is critical.

●●

The fluctuating nature of energy from renewables requires power balancing in real-time to
keep supply and demand in sync.

●●

TheNational Thermal Power Corporation Ltd
(NTPC) implemented India’s first AGC pilot
at its Dadri thermal power plant.

●●

However, AGC enablement for hydro and
renewables remained untested.
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●●

USAID’s Greening the Grid-Renewable Integration and Sustainable Energy (GTG-RISE)
initiative addressed this gap by piloting AGC
at two hydro plants in India’s southern region.
POWER SYSTEM OPERATION
CORPORATION LIMITED

Note:CEA is Central Electricity Authority.

Green Energy Corridor Phase-II
The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs,
chaired by the Prime Minister approved the scheme
on Green Energy Corridor (GEC) Phase-II for IntraState Transmission System (InSTS).

●●

Power System Operation Corporation Limited
(POSOCO) was a wholly-owned subsidiary
of Power Grid Corporation of India Limited
(PGCIL) till 2 January 2017.

●●

It was formed in March 2010 to handle the
power management functions of PGCIL.

●●

It is responsible to ensure the integrated operation of the Grid in a reliable, efficient, and
secure manner.

●●

The scheme will facilitate grid integration and
power evacuation of approximately 20 GW of
Renewable Energy (RE).

●●

It consists of 5 Regional Load Dispatch Centers
and a National Load Dispatch Centre (NLDC).

●●

●●

The subsidiary was eventually made a separate
company, leaving the parent firm with only the
task of setting up transmission links.

This power project will be implemented
in seven States namely, Gujarat, Himachal
Pradesh, Karnataka, Kerala, Rajasthan, Tamil
Nadu and Uttar Pradesh.

●●

●●

The load despatch functions, earlier handled by
PGCIL, have now come up to POSOCO.

The scheme is targeted to be set up with a total
estimated cost of Rs. 12,031.33 crore.

●●

●●

Note:POSOCO Day is observed on 3rd January
to commemorate its independent functioning
that began on 3rd January 2017, under the
Ministry of Power.

Central Financial Assistance (CFA) @ 33 percent of the project cost i.e. Rs. 3970.34 crore
is also included.

●●

The Central Financial Assistance (CFA) will
help in offsetting the Intra-State transmission
charges and thus keep the power costs down.

●●

The Phase-II will add approximately 10,750 circuit kilometers (ckm) of transmission lines and
approx. 27,500 Mega Volt-Amperes (MVA)
transformation capacity of substations.
More about the Scheme
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●●

The transmission systems will be created over a
period of five year from Financial Year 2021-22
to 2025-26.

loan.

The scheme will help in achieving the target of
450 GW installed RE capacity by 2030.
About Green Energy Corridor (GEC) Phase-I

Under the framework of cooperation between
Govt. of India and Govt. of Germany, KfW
Germany is providing soft loan to the tune of
Euro 1 Billion.
About PGCIL

●●

GEC-Phase-I is already under implementation
in the States of Andhra Pradesh, Gujarat, Himachal Pradesh, Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh,
Maharashtra, Rajasthan and Tamil Nadu.

●●

●●

Phase I implementation will lead to power evacuation of approx. 24 GW of RE power and is
expected to be completed by 2022.

Power Grid Corporation of India Limited
(POWERGRID), a Schedule ‘A’, ‘Maharatna’
Public Sector Enterprise of Govt. of India was
incorporated on 23rd Oct 1989 under the Companies Act, 1956.

●●

●●

The scheme is for addition of 9700 ckm of
transmission lines and 22600 MVA capacity
of substations.

POWERGRID is a listed Company, with
51.34% shareholding of the Government of
India and the balance is held by institutional
investors and public.

●●

It is India’s largest Electric Power Transmission
Utility Company.

●●

Post-2020 Global Biodiversity Framework

●●

A two-day meeting of the South Asian Consultation Meeting on the Post-2020 Global Biodiversity Framework was held in New Delhi.

●●

●●

The estimated cost of the project is Rs. 10,141.68
crores with Central Financial Assistance (CFA)
of Rs. 4056.67 crore.
About Green Energy Corridor
●●

Green Energy Corridor is a comprehensive
scheme for evacuation & integration of the
renewable energy (RE) capacity addition of
32,713 MW during 12th Plan Period.

●●

Total fund requirement of Rs. 34141 Crore was
initially assessed for the development of the
transmission system and control infrastructure.

●●

●●

This was to be done in renewable rich States
of Andhra Pradesh, Gujarat, Himachal Pradesh,
Jammu and Kashmir, Karnataka, Maharashtra,
Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh and Tamil Nadu
To evacuate the proposed capacity addition in
these States, transmission system, both Intra
State and inter-State, have been proposed along
with the setting up of Renewable Energy Management Centre (REMC).

●●

For establishment of REMC. POWERGRID
has been appointed as Project Management
Consultant (PMC).

●●

Intra State transmission schemes are to be
funded as 20% equity of the State Govt., 40%
grant from National Clean Energy Fund (NCEF)
and 40% soft loan.

●●

The inter-State transmission schemes are to be
funded as 30% equity by PGCIL and 70% soft

●●

●●

The meeting was attended by the representatives
from Bangladesh, Bhutan, Maldives, Nepal, Sri
Lanka and Pakistan.
What is Post-2020 global biodiversity framework?
●●

The post-2020 global biodiversity framework
builds on the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity2011-2020 also known as Aichi Biodiversity
Targets.

●●

This framework will define targets and pathways for the conservation and management of
biodiversity for the next decade and beyond.

●●

Since early 2019, consultation workshops and
meetings involving all stakeholders have been
organized at the national, regional, and global
levels.

●●

The framework will be adopted at the 15th
meeting of the Conference of the Parties (COP
15) in Kunming, China which will be held in
in two phases.

●●

Phase one took place virtually, from 11 to 15
October and included a High-Level Segment
from 12 to 13 October. Phase two will be an
in-person meeting in Kunming, from 25 April
to 8 May 2022.
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●●

This framework will act as a stepping stone
towards the 2050 Vision of "Living in harmony
with nature".

●●

The Framework comprises 21 targets and 10
‘milestones’ proposed for 2030, enrouteto ‘living in harmony with nature’ by 2050.

Key targets include:
●●

At least 30% of global land and sea areas
should be conserved.

●●

Prevent or reduce the rate of introduction and
establishment of invasive alien species by 50%.

●●

Reduce nutrients lost to the environment by at
least half, pesticides by at least two thirds, and
eliminate discharge of plastic waste.

●●

Use ecosystem-based approaches to contribute
to mitigation and adaptation to climate change,
contributing at least 10 GtCO2e per year to
mitigation.

●●

Redirect, repurpose, reform or eliminate incentives harmful for biodiversity in a just and
equitable way, reducing them by at least $500
billion per year.

●●

A $200 billion increase in international financial
flows from all sources to developing countries.

●●

The draft framework also proposes four goals to
achieve, by 2050, humanity “living in harmony
with nature,” a vision adopted by the CBD’s
196 member parties in 2010.

These four goals are:
●●

To halt the extinction and decline of biodiversity.

●●

To enhance and retain nature’s services to
humans by conserving.

●●

To ensure fair and equitable benefits to all from
use of genetic resources.

●●

To close the gap between available financial
and other means of implementation and those
necessary to achieve the 2050 Vision

About Convention on Biological Diversity
●●

The Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD)
is the international legal instrument for "the
conservation of biological diversity”.

●●

The convention talks about the sustainable use
of biodiversity and the fair and equitable sharing of the benefits arising out of the utilization
of genetic resources.

●●

The CBD’s governing body is the Conference
of the Parties (COP).

●●

The Secretariat of the Convention on Biological
Diversity (SCBD) is based in Montreal, Canada.

●●

The Convention was opened for signature on 5
June 1992 at the United Nations Conference on
Environment and Development (the Rio "Earth
Summit").

●●

The Convention entered into force on 29
December 1993, which was 90 days after the
30th ratification.

●●

It has been ratified by 196 nations.

●●

The Convention on Biological Diversity covers
biodiversity at all levels: ecosystems, species
and genetic resources.

●●

It also covers biotechnology, including through
the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety.

●●

Note: International Day for Biological Diversity
- 22 May

Theme for 2021 was ‘We’re part of the solution’.
A Campaign on “Knowledge empowerment of
tribals’
●●

ICAR – Sugarcane Breeding Institute (ICARSBI), Coimbatore in collaboration with Anamalai Tiger Reserve, conducted a campaign on
“Knowledge empowerment of tribals’.

●●

The campaign also saw the launch of its STC
(Scheduled Tribe Component) project at Attagatti in Anamalai Tiger Reserve (ATR).
More about the Campaign
●●

ICAR – Sugarcane Breeding Institute has taken
utmost care in identifying appropriate interventions for the tribals in the reserve, who live in
very remote, almost inaccessible settlements.

●●

Unlike other tiger reserves, the Anamalai Tiger
Reserve has diverse groups of indigenous people.

●●

One of the tribes, Malasar,are of great help
to the Forest Department in training the elephants with their profound knowledge and skill
on handling Asian elephants.
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About Anamalai Tiger Reserve
●●

●●

●●

Anamalai Tiger Reserve is carved out of the
Tamil Nadu portion of the Anamalais. It lies
South of the Palakkad gap in the Southern
Western Ghats.
The Anamalai Tiger Reserve falls within the
Western Ghats mountain chain of South West
India, a region designated as one of 25 Global
Biodiversity Hotspots.
Initially known as the Anamalai Wildlife
Sanctuary, it was changed as the Indira Gandhi
Wildlife Sanctuary and National Park, before
it became the Anamalai Tiger Reserve when
Project Tiger was launched in 2008.

●●

The sanctuary is a total of 989 sq. kms. with a
core area of 108 sq. kms.

●●

Forest Type: Varies from the dry deciduous
to the semi-evergreen, evergreen and the wet
temperate containing teak, rose wood and many
miscellaneous tropical species.

●●

Anaimalais is worth to be designated as ‘Anthropological Reserve’ as it supports 6 indigenous
people viz. Malasar, Malaimalasars, Kadars,
Eravallars, Pulayars and Muduvars.

Gharials to return to Orang National
Park
The gharial could be the prime beneficiary of a
process to expand an Assam tiger reserve.
●●

The Assam government had on January 3 issued
a preliminary notification for adding 200.32 sq.
km to the 78.82 sq. km Orang National Park.

●●

More about the news

●●

Much of the area to be added comprises the
Brahmaputra river and the sandbars or islands
in it, some cultivated by locals or used as sheds
for livestock.

●●

Orang, on the northern bank of the river, is
strategic to the Kaziranga Orang Riverine
Landscape.

●●

The government is pursuing a policy for the
reintroduction of the gharial that became locally
extinct more than six decades ago.

●●

With better protection, the stretch of the Brahmaputra in the Kaziranga-Orang landscape is
ideal for sustaining the gharial.

●●

The Gangetic dolphin is also expected to be
a beneficiary of the final notification of the
addition to Orang.

About Orang National Park
●●

Orang National park is the oldest game just on
the northern bank of river Brahmaputra with
an area of 78.80 sq. kms and it is an important
breeding ground for varieties of Fishes.

●●

It is located on the north bank of the Brahmaputra River in the Darrang and Sonitpurdistricts
of Assam, India.

●●

Pachnoiriver, Belsiri river and Dhanshiri River
border the park and join the Brahmaputra river.

●●

During the monsoon season, the park becomes
a veritable flood plain with the many streams
overlapping each other.

●●

The park is thus formed of alluvialflood plains
of the many rivers and is an integral part of the
Indo-Burmabiodiversity hotspot.
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●●

It was established as a sanctuary in 1985 and
declared a National Park in April 1999.

●●

It is also known as the mini Kaziranga National
Park (IUCN site) since the two parks have a
similar landscape made up of marshes, streams
and grasslands and are inhabited by the Great
Indian One-Horned Rhinoceros.

●●

Note:Orang is one of the seven national parks
in Assam. The others are Kaziranga, Manas,
Nameri, Dibru-Saikhowa, Raimona and
DehingPatkai.

●●

More about the Report
●●

Delhi and most of the other non-attainment
cities under the National Clean Air Programme
(NCAP) have shown only a marginal
improvement.

●●

Cities are declared non-attainment if they
consistently fail to meet the National Ambient
Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) over a fiveyear period.

●●

Delhi was the second most polluted city in the
list of cities with the highest PM 2.5 level and
fourth in cities with the highest PM 10 level.

●●

The report added that Delhi’s PM 2.5 level
continues to be more than 2.5 times the CPCB’s
safe limit

●●

Some of the cities have even recorded an
increase in particulate matter (PM) levels.

About Gharial
Gharial derives its name from ghara, an Indian word
for pot because of a bulbous knob present at the end
of their snout.
●●

Gharials live in clear freshwater river systems,
congregating at river bends where the water is
deeper.

●●

They’re not well-suited for land so they
generally only leave the water to bask in the
sun or to nest.

●●

The reptile's range has shrunk to two countries:
India, along the Chambal, Girwa, and Son
Rivers; and Nepal, along the Narayani River.

●●

It is a joint project by news portal Carbon Copy
and a Maharashtra-based start-up ‘Respirer Living Sciences’, designed to track India’s progress
in achieving the clean air targets.

About National Clean Air Programme (NCAP)
●●

The International Union for Conservation of
Nature classifies the species as critically endangered.

National Clean Air Programme (NCAP),
launched in 2019, is India's flagship program
for better air quality in 122 cities.

●●

●●

Appendix I ofCITES and Schedule I of the
Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972.

Goal of NCAP is to meet the prescribed annual
average ambient air quality standards at all locations in the country in a stipulated timeframe.

●●

●●

WWF-India has been involved in the Species
Recovery Programme of Gharials ever since the
National Chambal Gharial crisis in December
2007.

The tentative national level target of 20%–30%
reduction of PM2.5 and PM10 concentration by
2024.

●●

The NCAP will be a mid-term, five-year action
plan with 2019 as the first year.

●●

In collaboration with the Uttar Pradesh Forest
Department, WWF-India has started a gharial
reintroduction programme at Hastinapur Wildlife Sanctuary.

●●

The analysis by NCAP Tracker has ranked
Ghaziabad in Uttar Pradesh as the most polluted
city out of the 132 non-attainment cities with
highest levels of PM 2.5 and PM 10.

Forest Survey report 2021
●●

Minister for Environment, Forest and Climate
Change released the ‘India State of Forest
Report 2021’ prepared by the Forest Survey of
India (FSI).

●●

The total forest and tree cover of the country is
80.9 million hectare which is 24.62 percent of
the geographical area of the country.
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More about the Report
●●

●●

As compared to the assessment of 2019, there
is an increase of 2,261 sq km in the total forest
and tree cover of the country.
The increase in the forest cover has been
observed as 1,540 sq km and that in tree cover
is 721 sq km.

●●

At present, 17 states/UT’s have above 33 percent of the geographical area under forest cover.

●●

Increase in forest cover has been observed in
open forest followed by very dense forest.

●●

Top three states showing increase in forest cover
are Andhra Pradesh (647 sq km) followed by
Telangana (632 sq km) and Odisha (537 sq km).

●●

Area-wise Madhya Pradesh has the largest forest cover in the country followed by Arunachal
Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Odisha and Maharashtra.

●●

In terms of forest cover as percentage of total
geographical area, the top five States are Mizoram (84.53%), Arunachal Pradesh (79.33%),
Meghalaya (76.00%), Manipur (74.34%) and
Nagaland (73.90%).

●●

Lakshadweep, Mizoram, Andaman & Nicobar
Islands, Arunachal Pradesh and Meghalaya have
more than 75 percent of the area as forest cover.

●●

Total mangrove cover in the country is 4,992
sq km. An increase of 17 sq Km in mangrove
cover has been observed as compared to the
previous assessment.

●●

Top three states showing mangrove cover
increase are Odisha (8 sq km) followed by
Maharashtra (4 sq km) and Karnataka (3 sq
km).

●●

Total carbon stock in country’s forest is estimated to be 7,204 million tonnes.

●●

There an increase of 79.4 million tonnes in the
carbon stock of country as compared to the last
assessment of 2019.

●●

Note:The Satellite data for monitoring forest
cover is obtained from Indian Remote Sensing
satellite data (Resourcesat-II) with a spatial
resolution of 23.5 meters.

Indian Renewable Energy Development
Agency Limited
The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs
approved the equity infusion of Rs.1500 crore in
Indian Renewable Energy Development Agency
Limited (IREDA).
●●

This equity infusion will help in CO2 equivalent emission reduction of approximately 7.49
Million Tonnes CO2/year.
Key Points
Additional equity infusion of Rs.1500 crore by
Government of India will enable IREDA:
●●

To facilitate the debt requirement of Renewable
Energy (RE) of additional capacity of approximately 3500-4000 MW.

●●

To enhance its net worth which will help it in
additional RE financing, thus contributing better to the Government of India targets for RE.

●●

To improve the capital-to-risk weighted assets
ratio (CRAR) to facilitate its lending and borrowing operations.

●●

This equity infusion is also aimed at employment generation of approximately 10200 jobs.
About IREDA
Indian Renewable Energy Development Agency
Limited (IREDA) is a Mini Ratna (Category – I)
Government of India Enterprise under the administrative control of Ministry of New and Renewable
Energy (MNRE).

●●

IREDA was established as a Non-Banking
Financial Institution in 1987.
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Economy

GIG economy

Criticisms of the Gig Economy

The pandemic-led boom in demand for gig workers has had two significant implications on the
contractual labour ecosystem.

●●

Despite its benefits, there are some downsides
to the gig economy.

●●

The gig economy trend can make it harder for
full-time employees to develop in their careers
since temporary employees are often cheaper
to hire and more flexible in their availability.

●●

Workers who prefer a traditional career path
and the stability and security that come with it
are being crowded out in some industries.

●●

The flexibility of working gigs can disrupt the
work-life balance, sleep patterns, and activities
of daily life.

●●

Flexibility in a gig economy often means that
workers have to make themselves available any
time gigs come up, regardless of their other
needs, and must always be on the hunt for the
next gig.

●●

First, it has created new business models to
cater to the growing requirement for on-demand
staffing, and

●●

Consequently, it has once again put the spotlight
on the labour codes that recognize gig workers
and provide for a universal minimum wage,
which are yet to be enforced.

What is Gig Economy?
●●

The gig economy is based on flexible, temporary, or freelance jobs, often involving connecting with clients or customers through an online
platform.

●●

The gig economy can benefit workers, businesses, and consumers by making work more
adaptable to the needs of the moment and
demand for flexible lifestyles.

●●

At the same time, the gig economy can have
downsides due to the erosion of traditional
economic relationships between workers, businesses, and clients.

Factors behind a Gig Economy
●●

These types of positions facilitate independent contracting work, with many of them not
requiring a freelancer to come into an office.

●●

Employers also have a wider range of applicants
to choose from because they don't have to hire
someone based on their proximity.

●●

Employers who cannot afford to hire full-time
employees to do all the work that needs to be
done will often hire part-time or temporary
employees to take care of busier times or specific projects.

Banks’ Capital Buffer
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) said in its report on
Trend and Progress of Banking in India 2020-21 that
Scheduled commercial banks would need a higher
capital cushion.
What is a capital Buffer?
A capital buffer is a mandatory capital that financial
institutions are required to hold in addition to other
minimum capital requirements.
Capital buffers were mandated under the Basel III
regulatory reforms, which were implemented following the 2007-2008 financial crisis.
Capital conservation buffer (CCB)
●●

It was introduced under the international Basel
III norms.

●●

The concept says that during good times, banks
must build up a capital buffer that can be drawn
from when there is stress.
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●●

In India, the minimum capital requirement is
9 percent.

●●

The CCB would be 2.5 percentage points over
and above the minimum capital requirement.

♦♦ These include election candidates, editor or
publisher of a newspaper, judges, government servants, members of any legislature,
and political parties, among others.
♦♦ The Bill adds public servants (as defined
under the Indian Penal Code) to this list.

Basel Committee on Banking Supervision
●●

The Basel Committee on Banking Supervision
(BCBS) is an international committee formed to
develop standards for banking regulation.

●●

It is made up of Central Banks and other banking regulatory authorities.

●●

Basel III is an international regulatory accord
of The Basel Committee on Banking Supervision (BCBS) that introduced a set of reforms
designed to improve the regulation, supervision,
and risk management within the banking sector.

●●

Transfer of foreign contribution: Under the
Act, foreign contribution cannot be transferred
to any other person unless such person is also
registered to accept foreign contribution (or
has obtained prior permission under the Act to
obtain foreign contribution).

●●

Aadhaar for registration: The Act states that a
person may accept foreign contribution if they
have:

Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Act
(FCRA)

(i) obtained a certificate of registration from
central government, or

The Foreigners Contribution (Regulation) Act
(FCRA) registration of Missionaries of Charity
(MoC), a Catholic religious congregation set up
by Nobel laureate Mother Teresa in 1950, was not
renewed because of “audit irregularities”.

(ii) not registered, but obtained prior permission
from the government to accept foreign contribution.
♦♦ The Bill adds that any person seeking
prior permission, registration, or renewal
of registration must provide the Aadhaar
number of all its office bearers, directors,
or key functionaries, as an identification
document.

About the Act
●●

Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Act (FCRA),
2010 regulates foreign funding in India and the
act is implemented by the ministry of home
affairs.

●●

Individuals can accept foreign contributions up
to Rs. 25000 without permission of the Ministry
of Home Affairs.

●●

The Act ensures that the recipients of foreign
contributions adhere to the stated purpose for
which such contribution has been obtained.

●●

Under the Act, organizations are required to
register themselves every five years.

●●

FCRA account: Under the Act, a registered
person must accept foreign contributions only
in a single branch of a scheduled bank specified
by them.

●●

Restriction in the utilization of foreign contribution: Under the Act, if a person accepting
foreign contribution is found guilty of violating
any provisions of the Act or the Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Act, 1976, the unutilized or
unreceived foreign contribution may be utilized
or received, only with the prior approval of the
central government.

●●

Renewal of license: Under the Act, every person
who has been given a certificate of registration
must renew the certificate within six months
of expiration.

The Foreign Contribution (Regulation)
Amendment Bill, 2020
Key Points
●●

Prohibition to accept foreign contribution: Under
the Act, certain persons are prohibited to accept
any foreign contribution.
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●●

Reduction in use of foreign contribution for
administrative purposes: Under the Act, a
person who receives foreign contribution must
use it only for the purpose for which the contribution is received.
♦♦

Further, they must not use more than 50%
of the contribution for meeting administrative expenses.

●●

Out of this collection, CGST is Rs 22,578 crore,
SGST is Rs 28,658 crore, IGST is Rs 69,155
crore (including Rs 37,527 crore collected on
import of goods) and cess is Rs 9,389 crore
(including Rs 614 crore collected on import of
goods).
More About the News
●●

The revenues for the month of December2021
are 13% higher than the GST revenues in the
same month last year and 26% higher than the
GST revenues in December 2019.

●●

During the month, revenues fromimport of
goods was 36% higher.

●●

The revenues from domestic transaction (including import of services) are 5% higher than the
revenues from these sources during the same
month last year.

●●

The GST collection in the month is close to Rs
1.30 lakh crore despite reduction of 17% in the
number of e-way bills generated in the month
of November, 2021 (6.1 crore) as compared to
the month of October, 2021 (7.4 crore).

●●

This is due to improved tax compliance and
better tax administration by both Central and
State Tax authorities.

●●

The chart below shows trends in monthly gross
GST revenues during the current year.

♦♦ The Bill reduces this limit to 20%.
●●

●●

Surrender of certificate: The Bill adds a provision allowing the central government to permit a
person to surrender their registration certificate.
Suspension of registration: Under the Act, the
government may suspend the registration of a
person for a period not exceeding 180 days.

New Development Bank
Egypt has joined as the fourth new member of
BRICS New Development Bank.
Earlier in September Bangladesh, UAE, Uruguayjoined New Development Bank as new members.
About the Bank
●●

At the fourth BRICS Summit in New Delhi
(2012), the leaders of Brazil, Russia, India,
China, and South Africa discussed setting up a
New Development Bank to mobilize resources
for infrastructure and sustainable development
projects in BRICS and other emerging economies, as well as in developing countries.

●●

During the sixth BRICS Summit in Fortaleza
(2014), the leaders signed the Agreement establishing the New Development Bank (NDB).

●●

The NDB is building a robust and diversified
portfolio of sustainable infrastructure projects,
to fulfill its mandate and achieve strategic
objectives.

●●

It is headquartered in Shanghai, China.

●●

In the New Development Bank, each participant
country will be assigned one vote, and none of
the countries will have veto power.

GST Revenue collection

About GST

The gross GST revenue collected in the month of
December 2021 is Rs 1,29,780 crore.

The idea of moving towards GST was first mooted
by the then Union Finance Minister in his Budget
speech for 2006-07.
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●●

●●

In order to implement GST, Constitutional
(122nd Amendment) Bill (CAB for short) was
introduced in the Parliament and passed by
Rajya Sabha on 03rd August, 2016 and Lok
Sabha on 08th August, 2016.
The CAB was passed by more than 15 states
and thereafter Hon’ble President gave assent
to “The Constitution (One Hundred And First
Amendment) Act, 2016”.

Various Facts associated with Indian Railways
2021:
Railways launched a new tourism product
i.e. theme based tourist circuit trains ‘Bharat
Gaurav’

●●

TejasRajdhani Trains were introduced on 4
routes

●●

Zero passenger fatalities Since April 2019

●●

As per Article 279A of the amended Constitution, the GST Council which will be a joint
forum of the Centre and the States, shall consist
of the following members:

Loaded 1029.94 MT during 2021-22 upto
31.12.2021 compared to 870.41 MT in 2020-21
during same period (+159.53 MT) +18%

●●

1646 Mail/ Express trains out of 1768 (93%),
Sub- Urban- 5528 out of 5626 (98%) and
Passenger- 1599 out of 3634 (44%) trains are
running.

♦♦ Union Finance Minister – Chairperson

●●

♦♦ The Union Minister of State, in-charge of
Revenue of finance.

Punctuality of Mail/Express trains is 92.55%
during 2021-22

●●

♦♦ The Minister In-charge of finance or taxation or any other Minister nominated by
each State Government.

Average Freight Train speed is 44.36kmph
during 2021-22 compared to 42.97kmph during
2020-21

●●

Highest ever Capital allocation of 2.15 Lakh Cr
has been made for infrastructure development
during FY 21-22.

●●

Railway Electrification Progress:1924 Route
km upto 30.12.2021 against 1903 Last year
during the period

●●

Gati Shakti Cargo Terminal Policy: Launched
to fast track the approvals and ease of establishing Cargo Terminals to increase the freight
loading share of IR

●●

The first Kisan Rail Service was flagged off
between Devlali (Maharashtra) and Danapur
(Bihar).

●●

1806 Kisan Rails ran on 153 routes (upto
24.12.2021) and carried around 5.9 lakh tones
of agricultural products

●●

78 Oxygen generating plants have been installed
and are functional in Railway hospitals. 17 more
Oxygen plants have been sanctioned and at
different stages of commissioning.

As per Article 279A (1) of the amended Constitution, the GST Council has to be constituted by the
President within 60 days of the commencement of
Article 279A.

GST and Centre-State Financial Relations
Currently, fiscal powers between the Centre and the
States are clearly demarcated in the Constitution.
●●

Year 2021 witnessed an unprecedented growth in
development of infrastructure, innovation, capacity
expansion of network, freight diversification.

●●

GST COUNCIL

●●

Year 2021 for Indian Railways

The Centre has the powers to levy tax on the
manufacture of goods (except alcoholic liquor
for human consumption, opium, narcotics etc.)
while the States have the powers to levy tax
on sale of goods.

●●

In case of inter-states sales, the Centre has the
powers to levy a tax (the Central Sales Tax)
but, the tax is collected and retained entirely
by the originating States.

●●

As for services, it is the Centre alone that is
empowered to levy Service Tax.
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●●

Till now more than 899 Oxygen Express Trains
have completed their journey and more than
36,840 Tonnes of liquid Oxygen has been
delivered to the 15 states.

●●

Exclusions: Also persons whose family owns
or possesses any of the following assets shall
be excluded from being identified as EWS,
irrespective of the family income:

EWS income criteria

♦♦ 1.5 acres of agricultural land and above;

A government committee report in the Supreme
Court has said that the annual family income of
Rs. 8 lakh is a “reasonable” threshold to determine
EWS in order to extend reservation in admissions
and jobs.

♦♦ Residential area of 1000 sq ft. and above;

●●

The committee did not agree with the notion
that the Centre had “mechanically adopted” ₹
8 lakh as a number because it was also used
for the OBC creamy layer cut-off.

●●

It said the income criterion for EWS was “more
stringent” than the one for the OBC creamy
layer.
More about the Criteria
●●

EWS’s criteria relates to the financial year prior
to the year of application whereas the income
criterion for the creamy layer in OBC category
is applicable to gross annual income for three
consecutive years.

●●

In case of OBC creamy layer, income from
salaries, agriculture and traditional artisanal
professions are excluded from the consideration whereas the Rs. 8 lakh criteria for EWS
includes all sources, including farming.
About EWS
EWS certificate is issued to the persons belonging to
the Economically Weaker Section (EWS) category
of the society.
●●

It is being implemented in respect of recruitment
for civil posts and services in government and
admission in educational institutions.

●●

EWS certificate is just like an income certificate and should not be confused with the caste
certificate.

●●

The persons belonging to EWSs who, are not
covered under the scheme of reservation for
SCs, STs and OBCs shall get 10% reservation
in direct recruitment in civil posts and services
in the Government and admission in educational
institutions.

♦♦ Residential plot of 100 sq. yards and above
in notified municipalities;
♦♦ Residential, plot of 200 sq. yards and above
in areas other than the notified municipalities.
●●

The property held by a "Family" in different
locations or different places/cities would be
clubbed while applying the land or property
holding test to determine EWS status.

Lignite Mining
The Congress government in Rajasthan is preparing
an ambitious road map in the New Year for mining
of lignite in Bikaner district’s Gudha West and the
installation of a new lignite-based thermal power
plant in its vicinity.
About Lignite
Lignite, often referred to as brown coal, is a soft,
brown, combustible, sedimentary rock formed from
naturally compressed peat.
It has a carbon content of around 25–35% and is
considered the lowest rank of coal due to its relatively low heat content.
Lignite is mined all around the world and is used
almost exclusively as a fuel for steam-electric power
generation.
The combustion of lignite produces less heat for the
amount of carbon dioxide and sulfur released than
other ranks of coal.
Other types of Coal:
Anthracite:
♦♦ It is the best quality coal.
♦♦ It contains about 80 to 90 percent carbon.
♦♦ It is hard coal.
♦♦ In India, it is mainly found in the district of
Reasi in the state of Jammu and Kashmir.
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♦♦ It has very low moisture content and ignites
slowly and burns with a nice short blue
flame.
Bituminous:
●●

It is the most widely available and used coal.

●●

It contains about 40 to 75 percent carbon.

●●

Its calorific value is very high due to the high
proportion of carbon and low moisture.

●●

It is used in the production of coke and gas.

●●

It is soft, dense, compact, and is usually of
black color.

●●

Moisture and volatile content is around 15 to
40 %.

●●

Subsequently, the scope was enlarged to
cover direct payment to beneficiaries under all
Scheme.

●●

PFMS provides various stakeholders with a
real time, reliable and meaningful management
information system and an effective decision
support system, as part of the Digital India
initiative of Government of India.

●●

PFMS has established interface with the treasury systems of all the 28 States and the 2 Union
Territories with Legislatures.

●●

This facilitates exchange of data regarding
budget, allocation and expenditure against the
central transfer of funds for Centrally Sponsored
Schemes of the Government of India.

●●

PFMS is integrated with the Core Banking
system in the Country, and hence, has the
unique capability to first validate the account
before pushing online payments to almost every
beneficiary/vendor.

●●

At present, PFMS has interface with the Core
Banking System (CBS) of over 300 Banks,
including all Public Sector Banks, all Regional
Rural Banks, major private sector banks,
Reserve Bank of India, India post and Cooperative Banks.

●●

Interface with the National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI) has also been developed
that facilitates validation for Aadhaar-linked
payments.

●●

PFMS is also the channel for payment, accounting and reporting under Direct Benefit Transfer.

●●

As such, every Department/Ministry of Government of India transfers funds electronically
to beneficiary (individual or institution) through
PFMS.

Peat:
♦♦ It is the middle stage in the process of coal
formation.
♦♦ It contains less than 40 percent carbon. It
has more impurities.
♦♦ The parts of the wood are remarkably
present in it.
♦♦ It contains lots of moisture and volatile
material.
♦♦ It emits more smoke and leaves a lot of ash.

CGA under Ministry of Finance
organises workshop on PFMS

PFMS Division of Office of Controller General of
Accounts (CGA) under Ministry of Finance, organized a workshop on Public Finance Management
System (PFMS).
●●

The aim of the workshop was to generate awareness among the officials on the functioning and
achievements of the system.

What is PFMS?
The Public Financial Management System (PFMS)
is a web-based online software application developed and implemented by the Controller General
of Accounts (CGA), Department of Expenditure,
Ministry of Finance, Government of India.
●●

PFMS started during 2009 with the objective of
tracking funds released under all Plan schemes
of Government of India, and real time reporting of expenditure at all levels of Programme
implementation.

Purvanchal region emerges as new hub
for Agricultural exports
Working in close collaboration with the Ministry
of Commerce & Industry, APEDA has taken several initiatives in making landlocked Purvanchal
region as a new destination of agri-export activities
through development of Varanasi Agri – Export Hub
(VAEH).
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More about the Hub

●●

APEDA has been entrusted with the responsibility of export promotion and development
of 14 agricultural and processed food product
groups listed in the Schedule to the APEDA
Act.

●●

APEDA has identified potential districts of
Uttar Pradesh to be covered under the VAEH.

●●

The Purvanchal division covers districts of
Varanasi, Mirzapur, Azamgarh, Prayagraj,
Gorakhpur, Basti, Ghazipur, Jaunpur, Chandauli
and SantRavidas Nagar.

●●

●●

The Varanasi region had negligible agri-exports
because of lack of basic infrastructure.

In addition to this, APEDA has been entrusted
with the responsibility to monitor the import of
sugar as well.

●●

●●

After the intervention of APEDA, Varanasi
region has recorded exemplary changes in the
export scenario and registered many first-of-itskind achievements in a very short span of time.

APEDA has been actively engaged in the
development of markets besides upgradation of
infrastructure and quality to promote the export
of agro products.

●●

In its endeavour to promote agro exports,
APEDA, under its Plan Scheme titled ‘Agriculture Export Promotion Scheme of APEDA’
provides financial assistance to the registered
exporters under following sub-components of
the Scheme:

●●

With the active intervention of APEDA, about
20,000 Metric Tonne (MT) of agri- produce
have been exported from Purvanchal region in
the last six months.

●●

Out of these shipments, about 5,000 MT fresh
fruits and vegetables and 15,000 MT of cereals
have been exported to Vietnam, Gulf nations,
Nepal and Bangladesh by all modes of transportation.

●●

The government is also considering replicating
the Varanasi model in the Gorakhpur region of
Purvanchal as the geography, demography and
few other parameters are common in both the
places.

About APEDA
The Agricultural and Processed Food Products
Export Development Authority (APEDA) was
established by the Government of India under the
Agricultural and Processed Food Products Export
Development Authority Act passed by the Parliament in December, 1985.
●●

The Authority, with its headquarters at New
Delhi, is headed by a Chairperson.

●●

In order to reach out to the exporters in different parts of the Country, APEDA has set
up 5 Regional offices at Mumbai, Bangalore,
Hyderabad, Kolkata &Guwhatiand 13 Virtual
Offices at various places.

♦♦

Market Development,

♦♦ Infrastructure Development,
♦♦ Quality Development, and
♦♦ Transport Assistance.

BIS celebrates its 75th Anniversary
Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) completed 75
glorious years of its existence on 6th January 2022.
●●

BIS came into existence as Indian Standards
Institution (ISI) in 1947.

●●

Through its core activities of Standardization
and Certification, BIS has been contributing to
national economy from past 75 years.
More about BIS
BIS is the National Standard Body of India established under the BIS Act 2016.
●●

It is tasked with harmonious development of
the activities of standardization, marking and
quality certification of goods.

●●

BIS has its Headquarters at New Delhi and it
has 5 Regional Offices.

●●

BIS is involved in following activities as given
below:
♦♦ Standards Formulation
♦♦ Product Certification Scheme
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♦♦ Compulsory Registration Scheme
♦♦ Foreign Manufacturers Certification Scheme
♦♦ Hall Marking Scheme
♦♦ Laboratory Services
♦♦ Sale of Indian Standards

●●

Theses financial estimates are for the financial
year 2021-22 along with the corresponding estimates of expenditure components of the Gross
Domestic Product (GDP), in accordance with
the release calendar of National Accounts.
What are the estimates?
●●

♦♦ Training Services, National & International
level, etc.

Real GDP or GDP at Constant Prices (2011-12)
in the year 2021-22 is estimated at Rs. 147.54
lakh crore.

●●

Minister for Consumer Affairs, Food and Public
Distribution acts as the President of the Organisation.

The growth in real GDP during 2021-22 is
estimated at 9.2 per cent as compared to the
contraction of 7.3 per cent in 2020-21.

●●

The Bureau is a Body Corporate consisting of
25 members representing both Central and State
governments
Background: Origin of BIS

Real GVA at Basic Prices is estimated at Rs.
135.22 lakh crore in 2021-22, as against Rs.
124.53 lakh crore in 2020-21, showing a growth
of 8.6 percent.

●●

Nominal GDP or GDP at Current Prices in the
year 2021-22 is estimated at Rs. 232.15 lakh
crore.

●●

The growth in nominal GDP during 2021-22 is
estimated at 17.6 per cent.

♦♦ Consumer Affairs Activities

●●

●●

●●

Department of Industries and Supplies issuing a
memorandum on 03 September 1946, formally
announcing the setting of an organization called
the “Indian Standards Institution”.

●●

The Indian Standards Institution (ISI) came
into being on the 06 January 1947 and in June
1947 Dr. Lal C. Verman took over as its first
Director.

●●

Nominal GVA at Basic Prices is estimated at
Rs. 210.37 lakh crore in 2021-22, as against
Rs. 179.15 lakh crore in 2020-21, showing a
growth of 17.4 percent.

●●

In the initial years, the organization concentrated on standardization activity.

●●

The total tax revenue used for GDP compilation
includes non-GST revenue and GST revenue.

●●

Indian Standards Institution started operating the
Certification Marks Scheme under the Indian
Standards Institution (Certification Marks) Act,
1952.

●●

However, these are early projections for 202122. Actual performance of various indicators
would vary depending upon various market
vulnerabilities, among other factors.

●●

But, the formulation of standards and other
related work were not governed by any legislation.

●●

This led to Bureau of Indian standards (BIS)
coming into existence, through an act of parliament on 1 April 1987.

First Advance Estimates of National
Income, 2021-22
The National Statistical Office (NSO), Ministry of
Statistics and Programme Implementation (MoSPI)
has released the First Advance Estimates (FAE) of
National Income at both Constant (2011-12) and
Current Prices.
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About MoSPI
The Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation came into existence as an Independent
Ministry on 15.10.1999 after the merger of the
Department of Statistics and the Department of
Programme Implementatation.
●●

This ministry is the nodal agency for the
planned and organized development of the
statistical system in the country.

●●

The Ministry of Statistics and Programme
Implementation has two wings, one relating to
Statistics and the other Programme Implementation.

●●

The Statistics Wing called the National Statistical Office (NSO) consists of the Central Statistical Office (CSO), the Computer center and the
National Sample Survey Office (NSSO).
Agriculture, MSME bad loans rise
While the banking sector managed to bring down
overall non-performing assets (NPAs) in the financial year 2021, the agriculture segment and the
MSME sector reported a rise in bad loans.

agricultural NPAs rose by 7.38 per cent, indicating the stress in the segment.
●●

Public sector banks accounted for Rs 1,15,281
crore of agri loans as against Rs 1,11,571 crore
in the previous year.

●●

Private banks’ NPAs in the segment rose to Rs
18,900 crore from Rs 14,462 crore previously.

●●

Total farm sector loan outstanding was Rs
13.84 lakh crore in FY21.

●●

Credit to agriculture and allied activities continued to be robust at 10.4 per cent in November
2021 as compared to 7.0 per cent in November
2020

●●

The share of co-operative banks in ground level
credit to agriculture has been declining consistently as SCBs made inroads in this segment.

●●

Credit extended by non-banking finance companies to the agriculture sector has been declining.
MSMEs: Credit and NPAs
●●

Gross NPAs in the sector shot up to Rs 1,28,502
crore in fiscal 2021 from Rs 1,08,704 crore in
the previous year, a rise of Rs 19,798 crore.

Agriculture NPAs rose by 9,355 crore to
Rs 1,36,019 crore during the fiscal from Rs
1,26,664 crore in the previous year.
Agriculture: Credit and NPAs

●●

●●

Farm sector NPAs now constitute 17.4 per cent
of the total NPAs of the banking sector while in
the previous year it was 15.07 per cent.

The Financial Stability Report of the RBI said
MSME portfolio of public sector and private
banks indicates accumulation in NPA and
SMA-2 categories in September 2021 relative
to March 2021.

●●

NPA level was 18.5 per cent as of September
2021 as against 16.8 per cent in March 2021.

●●

Even as total NPAs of banks declined by 7.1
per cent to Rs 780,085 crore during the year,

●●

Credit to the MSME segment slowed down
(year-on-year) by the end of September 2021
vis-à-vis March 2021.

●●
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●●

The decline was particularly noticeable in the
sub-Rs 25 crore ticket size across major bank
groups.

●●

An important positive factor for India is its
large and fast-growing middle class, which is
helping to drive consumer spending.

●●

Under the Emergency Credit Line Guarantee
Scheme (ECLGS), loans amounting to Rs 2.82
lakh crore were sanctioned till November 12,
2021, of which Rs 2.28 lakh crore was disbursed.

●●

It is forecasted that the country’s consumption
expenditure will double from $1.5 trillion in
2020 to $3 trillion by 2030.

●●

For the full fiscal year 2021-22, India’s real
GDP growth rate is projected to be 8.2%,
rebounding from the severe contraction of 7.3%
year-on-year in 2020-21.

●●

The Indian economy is forecast to continue
growing strongly in the 2022-23 fiscal year, at
a pace of 6.7%.

●●

The report also highlighted that the rapidly
growing consumer market as well as its large
industrial sector have made India an increasingly important investment destination.

●●

It is estimate almost 13.5 lakh MSMEs accounts
were saved due to ECLG scheme (including
restructured).

●●

Almost 93.7 per cent of such accounts are in
micro and small category.

●●

In absolute terms, MSME loan accounts worth
Rs 1.8 lakh crore were saved from slipping into
NPA during the period.

●●

This is equivalent to 14 per cent of the outstanding MSME credit being saved from becoming
NPA.

Note: The rise in MSME NPAs is despite the government launching the ECLGS scheme.

India to resume export of mangoes to
the U.S.
After more than two years, India to start export of
mangoes to the United States.

India is likely to overtake Japan as Asia’s second-largest economy by 2030, IHS Markit said in
a report.

This has happened under a new framework
agreement signed between the U.S. Department
of Agriculture and the Department of Agriculture and Farmer Welfare (DAC&FW) of India.
More about the News

●●

●●

India did not export mangoes to the U.S. during
the previous two and half years as the U.S.
phytosanitary inspectors did not visit during
2020 and 2021.

●●

The new agreement also covers pomegranate
and both the items will begin arriving in the
U.S. from India starting from February.

●●

The development comes after the 12th IndiaUSA TPF (Trade Policy Forum) meeting held
in November 2021.

India to surpass Japan

India’s GDP is also projected to surpass that of
Germany and the U.K. to rank as the world’s
No.3.

●●

Currently, India is the sixth-largest economy,
behind the U.S., China, Japan, Germany and
the U.K.
More About the News
●●

India’s nominal GDP is forecast to rise from
$2.7 trillion in 2021 to $8.4 trillion by 2030.

●●

This rapid pace of economic expansion would
result in the size of Indian GDP exceeding
Japanese GDP by 2030, making India the second-largest economy in the Asia-Pacific region.

●●

By 2030, the Indian economy would also be
larger in size than the largest Western European
economies of Germany, France and the U.K.

●●

The long-term outlook for the Indian economy
is supported by a number of key growth drivers.

●●

●●

A joint statement issued at the end of the
meeting had announced that both sides would
fast track the phytosanitary work necessary for
export of mangoes and pomegranate.
What are Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures?
The Agreement on the Application of Sanitary and
Phytosanitary Measures (the "SPS Agreement")
entered into force with the establishment of the
World Trade Organization on 1 January 1995.
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●●

It concerns the application of food safety and
animal and plant health regulations.

●●

It allows countries to set their own standards.
But it also says regulations must be based on
science.

●●

They should be applied only to the extent necessary to protect human, animal or plant life
or health.

●●

●●

The agreement still allows countries to use
different standards and different methods of
inspecting products.

Union Minister for Labour & Employment released
the report of second quarter of Quarterly Employment Survey (QES) part of All-India Quarterly
Establishment-based Employment Survey (AQEES).
●●

The estimated total employment in the nine
selected sectors in this round of QES (July-September, 2021) came out as 3.10 crore approximately.
More About the Report
The AQEES has been taken up to provide quarterly
updates about the employment and related variables
of establishments in both organized and unorganized
segments of nine selected sectors.

●●

The Labour Bureau under the aegis of the Ministry
of Labour and Employment conducts the All-India
Quarterly Establishment-based Employment Survey
(AQEES).
The two components of AQEES are:
♦♦ Quarterly Employment Survey (QES) —
covering establishments that employ at
least ten workers, and

And they should not arbitrarily or unjustifiably
discriminate between countries where identical
or similar conditions prevail.

Quarterly Employment Survey (QES)
Report

●●

About AQEES

The nine selected sectors are Manufacturing,
Construction, Trade, Transport, Education,
Health, Accommodation & Restaurant, IT/BPO
and Financial Services.
The report on Quarterly Employment Survey is
prepared based on demand side survey.

●●

Compared to sixth Economic Census (2013-14)
the total employment for these nine sectors have
increased by 29%.

●●

The most impressive growth of 152 percent has
been recorded in the IT/BPO sector.

●●

While growth rates in Health is 77 percent, in
Education it is 39 percent, in Manufacturing it
is 22 percent, in Transport it is 68 percent and
in Construction it is 42 percent.

♦♦ Area Frame establishment survey (AFES)
— covering establishments nine or less
than nine workers.
This survey aims to study the change in jobs in
establishments across nine sectors.

Urjit Patel appointed vice president of
AIIB
Former Reserve Bank of India (RBI) governor
Urjit Patel has been appointed vice-president of the
Beijing-based Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank
(AIIB).
●●

Mr. Patel will serve a three-year term as one
of the multilateral development bank’s five
vice-presidents.

●●

He will take the place of former Gujarat Chief
Secretary D.J. Pandian who had been, as
Vice-President, leading the AIIB’s investment
operations and all sovereign and non-sovereign
lending in South and Southeast Asia.

About AIIB
Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank is a multilateral development bank focused on developing Asia,
but with members from all over the world.
●●

AIIB aims to invest in infrastructure and other
productive sectors to foster sustainable economic development, create wealth and improve
infrastructure connectivity.

●●

China's leader Xi Jinping first proposed an
Asian infrastructure bank at an APEC summit
in Bali in 2013.

●●

AIIB began operations in 2016 with 57 founding Members (37 regional and 20 nonregional).
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By the end of 2020, AIIB had 103 approved
Members representing approximately 79 percent of the global population and 65 percent
of global GDP.

●●

The Country has to rely heavily on imports to
meet the gap between demand and supply.

●●

Around 56-60% of the edible oils consumed in
the country is met through imports.

●●

It has its headquarts in Beijing.

●●

●●

Since 2017, AIIB has received AAA ratings
with a stable outlook from the top credit rating
agencies.

International prices of Edible Oils are under
pressure due to shortfall in global production
and increase in export tax/levies by the exporting countries.

●●

In 2018, AIIB was granted Permanent Observer
status in the deliberations of both the United
Nations General Assembly and the Economic
and Social Council.

●●

Therefore, domestic prices of Edible Oils are
dictated by the prices of imported oils.

●●

As the domestic prices are governed by the
international price trends, the prices of edible
oils in the country have been ruling very high
for the past one year.

●●

Governance:
♦♦ The Board of Governors consists of one
Governor and one Alternate Governor
appointed by each member country.
♦♦ All the powers of the AIIB are vested in
the Board of Governors.

Steps taken by Government
In order to rein in the prices and provide relief to
the consumers who are reeling under unprecedented
inflationary circumstances, the government has taken
a number of steps.
●●

The basic duty on Crude Palm Oil, Crude Soyabean Oil and Crude Sunflower Oil have been
cut from 2.5% to Nil.

●●

The Agri-cess on these Oils has been brought
down from 20% to 7.5% for Crude Palm Oil
and 5% for Crude Soyabean Oil and Crude
Sunflower Oil.

Note: India has been the largest benefiter of
approved loans from the bank since its inception.
AIIB has funded 28 projects in India amounting to
$6.7 billion.

●●

Consequent upon the above reduction, the total
duty is now 7.5% for Crude Palm Oil and 5%
for Crude Soyabean Oil and Crude Sunflower
Oil.

Edible oil prices decline

●●

The basic duty on RBD Palmolein Oil has been
slashed to 12.5% from 17.5% recently.

●●

The basic duty on Refined Soyabean and
Refined Sunflower Oil has been slashed to
17.5% from the current 32.5%.

●●

Futures trading in mustard oil on NCDEX has
been suspended and stock limits on oils and
oilseeds have been imposed.

●●

Further, the government is taking steps to
improve the production of secondary edible
oils, especially rice bran oil to reduce the import
dependence.

♦♦ The bank staff is headed by a President
who is elected by AIIB shareholders for a
five-year term and is eligible for re-election
once.
♦♦ China is its biggest shareholder and India
is the second-largest.

Reduction in import duty and other steps like imposition of stock limits to curb hoarding etc. has helped
cool down domestic prices of all edible oils.
●●

Edible oil prices decline significantly in the
range of Rs 5 and 20 per kg in major retail
markets.

About Edible Oil: Demand and Production
India is one of the largest importer of edible oils
as its domestic production is unable to meet its
domestic demand.
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●●

The Govt has also suspended futures trading in
all essential commodities for a period of one
year, upto December 2022.

●●

GatiShakti will address the past issues through
institutionalizing holistic planning for stakeholders for major infrastructure projects.

●●

The Govt. has also initiated certain long term
& medium term plans to attain self-sufficiency
in edible oils.

●●

Instead of planning & designing separately in
silos, the projects will be designed and executed
with a common vision.

Recently, the National Mission on Edible
Oils – Oil Palm (NMEO-OP) a new Centrally
Sponsored Scheme with a special focus on the
North east region and the Andaman and Nicobar
Islands has been launched.
About NMEO-OP

●●

It will incorporate the infrastructure schemes of
various Ministries and State Governments like
Bharatmala, Sagarmala, inland waterways, dry/
land ports, UDAN etc.

●●

Economic Zones like textile clusters, pharmaceutical clusters, defence corridors, electronic
parks, industrial corridors, fishing clusters, agri
zones will be covered to improve connectivity
& make Indian businesses more competitive.

●●

●●

National Mission on Edible Oil-Oil Palm
(NMEO-OP), with an investment of over
Rs 11,000 crore over a five-year period was
announced in August last year.

●●

It will involve raising the area under oil palm
cultivation to 10 lakh hectares by 2025-26 with
an additional area of 6.5 lakh hectare (ha.).

●●

The production of Crude Palm Oil (CPO) is
expected to go upto 11.20 lakh tonnes by 202526 and upto 28 lakh tonnes by 2029-30.

PM GatiShakti is based on six pillars:
♦♦ Comprehensiveness: It will include all the
existing and planned initiatives of various
Ministries and Departments with one centralized portal.
♦♦ Prioritization: Through this, different
Departments will be able to prioritize their
projects through cross–sectoral interactions.

Workshop on GatiShakti

♦♦ Optimization: The National Master Plan
will assist different ministries in planning
for projects after identification of critical
gaps.

Paradip Port Trust under the aegis of the Ministry of
Ports, Shipping & Waterways organized a workshop
with the theme “Gati Shakti – The revolutionary
Multi-Modal Connectivity for Integrated & Seamless Supply Chain” at Bhubaneswar.

♦♦ Synchronization: Individual Ministries and
Departments often work in silos.

What is Gati Shakti?
Gati Shakti is essentially a digital platform to bring
16 Ministries including Railways and Roadways
together for integrated planning and coordinated
implementation of infrastructure connectivity projects.
●●

It is an INR 100 lakh-crore project for building
‘holistic infrastructure’ in India.

●●

The multi-modal connectivity will provide integrated and seamless connectivity for movement
of people, goods and services from one mode
of transport to another.

●●

It will facilitate the last mile connectivity of
infrastructure and also reduce travel time for
people.

♦♦ Analytical: The plan will provide the entire
data at one place with GIS based spatial
planning and analytical tools.
♦♦ Dynamic: All Ministries and Departments
will now be able to visualize, review and
monitor the progress of cross-sectoral projects, through the GIS platform.
●●

Objective is to build Next Generation Infrastructure which improves Ease of Living as well
as Ease of Doing Business.

●●

The Gati-Shakti programme is structured to prioritise all–mega infrastructure and connectivity
targets by 2024-2025.
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INDEX OF INDUSTRIAL
PRODUCTION
The Quick Estimates of Index of Industrial Production (IIP) are released on 12th of every month with
a six weeks lag.
●●

These estimates are compiled with the help of
data received from source agencies, which in
turn receive the data from the producing factories/ establishments.

About the Quick Estimates

●●

With the inception of the Central Statistical
Organization (now known as National Statistics
Office (NSO)) in 1951, the responsibility for
compilation and publication of IIP was vested
with it.

●●

NSO is under Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation.

●●

Base Year for measuring IIP is 2011-2012 with
an assigned index level of 100.

●●

There are Eight Core Industries in IIP measurement comprising 40.27% of the weightage.
These are Electricity, steel, refinery products,
crude oil, coal, cement, natural gas and fertilisers.

●●

For the month of November 2021, the Quick
Estimates of Index of Industrial Production
(IIP) with base 2011-12 stands at 128.5.

●●

●●

The Indices of Industrial Production for the
Mining, Manufacturing and Electricity sectors
for the month of November 2021 stand at 111.9,
129.6 and 147.9 respectively.

Textile sector exports

●●

●●

These Quick Estimates will undergo revision in
subsequent releases as per the revision policy
of IIP.
As per Use-based classification, the indices
stand at,

During April-December, 2021 the total Textiles &
Apparel including Handicrafts exports was US$ 29.8
billion as compared to US$ 21.2 billion for the same
period last year.
●●

This implies robust growth of approximately
41% over last year.

More about the News
●●

Textile sector has continuously maintained
trade surplus with exports manifold higher than
imports.

●●

In FY 2020-21 there was a deceleration in
textile exports due to pandemic disrupting the
supply chain and demand.

●●

The Index of Industrial Production (IIP) is a composite indicator that measures the short-term changes
in the volume of production of a basket of industrial
products.

However, an impressive growth of 41% signals
an economic rebound towards recovery.

●●

Even compared to pre-pandemic year i.e. 201920 export for textile sector increased by 14.6%
from April- December 2021 as compared to
April-December 2019.

●●

In India, the first official attempt to compute the
Index of Industrial Production (IIP) was made
much earlier than the first recommendation on
the subject came at the international level.

Note: Government has set the target of $44 billion
for Textiles & Apparel including Handicrafts and
approximately 68% of annual target has already
been achieved.

●●

The Office of the Economic Advisor, Ministry of Commerce and Industry made the first
attempt of compilation and release of IIP with
base year as 1937.

India’s Textile Sector

♦♦ 126.5 for Primary Goods,
♦♦ 81.2 for Capital Goods,
♦♦ 141.8 for Intermediate Goods and
♦♦ 142.5 for Infrastructure/ Construction
Goods for the month of November 2021.
About IIP

●●

The domestic apparel & textile industry in India
contributes 5% to the country’s GDP.
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●●

The sector also contributes 7% of industry output in value terms, and 12% of the country’s
export earnings.

●●

Moreover, India stands as the largest producer
and exporter of culture shrimp in the world.

●●

India’s top export destinations for fish and
fish products are China, USA, Southeast Asia,
European Union, and Japan.

●●

74% of fish production was contributed by
inland fisheries and the rest 26% was contributed by marine fisheries in FY2019.

●●

India is the 6th largest exporter of textiles and
apparel in the world.

●●

India is one of the largest producers of cotton
and jute in the world.

●●

India is also the 2nd largest producer of silk in
the world and 95% of the world’s hand-woven
fabric comes from India.

Note:100% FDI is allowed under the automatic
route in pisciculture and aquaculture sector in India.

●●

The Indian technical textiles segment is estimated at $16 bn, approximately 6% of the
global market.

About Pradhan
MantriMatsyaSampadaYojana (PMMSY)

●●

The textiles and apparel industry in India is the
2nd largest employer in the country providing
direct employment to 45 million people and 100
million people in allied industries.

The Department of Fisheries, Ministry of Fisheries,
Animal Husbandry and Dairying is implementing a
flagship scheme.
●●

The scheme is aimed to bring Blue Revolution
through sustainable and responsible development of fisheries sector in India” with highest
ever investment of INR 20,050 crore.

●●

India has also become the second-largest manufacturer of PPE in the world.

●●

India’s exports of textiles and apparel are
expected to reach $100 bn in the next 5 years,
growing at a CAGR of 11%.

●●

●●

To double the Indian textile and apparel industry size to $190 bn by 2025-26, 7 mega textile
parks have been planned.

This is for a period of five years with effect
from the financial year 2020-21 to 2024-25 in
all States/Union Territories (UTs).

●●

Targets under PMMSY:

●●

The Indian technical textiles market was estimated at $20 bn in 2019-20 and grew at a
CAGR of 10% since 2015-16.

Fisheries Startup Grand Challenge
The Department of Fisheries in association with
Startup India, Ministry of Commerce and Industry
inaugurated the “Fisheries Startup Grand Challenge”.
●●

The challenge has been launched with an objective to provide a platform to start-ups within the
country to showcase their innovative solutions
within the Fisheries and Aquaculture sector.
About Fisheries Sector
●●

●●

The sector is provides employment to 14.5
million people and sustain livelihood for 28
million fishers of the country.
India is the 3rd largest producer of fish in the
world and about 68% of India’s fish comes
from the aquaculture sector.

♦♦ Increasing fish production to 22 million
metric tons by 2024-25 from 13.75 million
metric tons in 2018-19.
♦♦ Enhancing aquaculture productivity to 5
tons per hectare from the current national
average of 3 tons.
♦♦ Augmenting domestic fish consumption
from 5 kg to 12 kg per capita.
♦♦ Increasing contribution of fisheries sector
to the Agriculture GVA to about 9% by
2024-25 from 7.28% in 2018-19.
♦♦ Doubling export earnings to Rs.1,00,000
crores by 2024-25 from Rs.46,589 crores
in 2018-19.
♦♦ Reduction of post-harvest losses from the
reported 20-25% to about 10%.
♦♦ Generating 55 lakh direct and indirect
employment opportunities along the value
chain.
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J&K’s Purple Revolution
Union Minister of State (Independent Charge)
Science & Technology highlighted that “Purple
Revolution” is Jammu & Kashmir’s contribution to
"Start-ups India".
●●

The initiative was launched by the government
in 2016.

What is Purple Revolution?
The Purple or Lavender Revolution was launched
by the Union Ministry of Science & Technology
through the Council of Scientific & Industrial
Research’s (CSIR) Aroma Mission.
●●

The revolution was aimed at increasing lavender
cultivation in Jammu and Kashmir.

●●

The mission’s focus was to take advantage
of the geographical conditions and increase
the home-grown market along with farmers’
income.

●●

Lavender cultivation is practiced in almost all
the 20 districts of Jammu & Kashmir.

●●

Under the mission, first-time farmers were
given free lavender saplings, while those who
had cultivated lavender before were charged Rs.
5-6 per sapling.

●●

Under the Mission, initially, CSIR introduced
high-value essential oil-bearing lavender crop
through its Jammu-based laboratory.

●●

Apart from providing planting material, distillation units are provided and farmers are trained
in the extraction process.

●●

World Economic Forum’s Davos Agenda
The Prime Minister delivered ‘State of the World’
special address at the World Economic Forum’s
Davos Agenda via video conferencing.
●●

PM highlighted India’s contribution to the
world and how the country has contributed to
help mankind during COVID times.

Key Highlights of his Speech:
●●

India saved many lives by exporting essential
medicines and vaccines by following its vision
of ‘One Earth, One Health’.

●●

India is world’s third largest pharmaceutical
producer and is considered ‘pharmacy to the
world’.

●●

India is also providing record number of software engineers. More than 50 lakh software
developers are working in India.

●●

The country has third largest number of unicorns today. More than 10 thousand start-ups
have registered during the last six months.

●●

PM also highlighted India’s huge, safe and
successful digital payments platform.

●●

In the last month itself more than 4.4 billion
transections took place through Unified Payments Interface.

●●

India has deregulated areas like Drones, Space,
Geo-spatial mapping and has brought reforms
in the outdated telecom regulation related with
the IT and BPO sectors.

●●

Physical and digital infrastructure expansion is
happening such as optical fibre in 6 lakh villages which would require 1.3 trillion dollars
investment in connectivity related infrastructure.

Phase II of the Revolution
Aroma Mission is attracting Start-ups and agriculturists from across the country.

Apart from Lavender, many other high-value
aromatic and medicinal cash crops have been
introduced by CSIR in J&K.

●●

During Phase-I, CSIR helped cultivate 6000
hectares of land and covered 46 Aspirational
districts across the country.

●●

Further, more than 44,000 people were trained.

●●

●●

CSIR has launched Phase-II of Aroma Mission
in which it is proposed to engage over 45,000
skilled human resources.

There is also a goal of generation of 80 billion
dollars through asset monetization.

●●

Gatishaktiis the National Master Plan to bring
all the stakeholder on the single platform.

●●

This will benefit more than 75,000 farming
families across the country.

●●

The Prime Minister also focused on the ecological cost of today’s life style and policies.
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●●

Throw away culture and consumerism has
deepened the climate challenge. It is imperative
to rapidly move from today’s ‘take-make-usedispose’ economy to a circular economy.

●●

LIFE into a mass movement can be a strong
foundation for P-3 i.e ‘Pro Planet People’.

●●

LIFE i.e. ‘Lifestyle for Environment’, is a vision
of resilient and sustainable lifestyle that will
come handy in dealing with the climate crisis.

About the Davos Agenda
The Davos Agenda is a platform to mobilize heads of
state and government, business leaders, international
organizations and civil society to share their outlook,
insights and plans relating to the most urgent global
issues.
●●

The meeting organized virtually in Davos (1721 January 2022) will also provide a platform
for connection, enabling the public to watch and
interact, through livestreamed sessions, social
media polling and virtual connections.

●●

India Post Payments Bank
India Post Payments Bank (IPPB) announced that it
has crossed the five-crore customer mark in 3 years
of commencement of operations.
●●

This makes IPPB one of the fastest growing
digital payments bank in the country.

About IPPB
India Post Payments Bank (IPPB) was setup under
the Department of Post, Ministry of Communication
with 100% equity owned by Government of India.
●●

IPPB was launched as a pilot project on 30
January 2017 in Ranchi (Jharkhand) and Raipur (Chhattisgarh), with the objective of being
present across India by the FY 2018-2019.

●●

IPPB has expanded its strength across India
covering post offices, through a network of 650
IPPB branches/controlling offices, working on
a hub and spoke model.

●●

The fundamental mandate of IPPB is to remove
barriers for the unbanked and under-banked
and reach the last mile leveraging the postal
network.

About WEF
The World Economic Forum is the International
Organization for Public-Private Cooperation.

The Global Competitiveness Report, the Global
Risks Report and the Global Gender Gap Report
are published by WEF.

●●

It was established in 1971 as a not-for-profit
foundation and is headquartered in Geneva,
Switzerland.

●●

The Forum engages the foremost political,
business, cultural and other leaders of society
to shape global, regional and industry agendas.

●●

IPPB opened up these five crore accounts in
digital and paperless mode through its 1.36 lakh
Post Oﬃces.

●●

The Forum strives in all its efforts to demonstrate entrepreneurship in the global public
interest while upholding the highest standards
of governance.

●●

Out of these, 1.20 lakh post offices are in rural
areas.

●●

To open such huge number of bank accounts,
IPPB has taken help of 1.47 lakhs doorstep
banking service providers.

●●

IPPB has taken the digital banking to the grassroots-levels through Interoperable Payments and
Settlement Systems of NPCI, RBI and UIDAI
offering services in over 13 languages.

●●

Out of the total account holders, around 48%
are women account holders.

●●

The WEF is mostly known for its annual meeting at the end of January in Davos, Switzerland.

●●

The organization convenes regional conferences
in locations across Africa, East Asia, Latin
America, and India.

●●

The World Economic Forum also publishes a
comprehensive series of reports which examine
in detail the broad range of global issues.
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●●

●●

About 98% of accounts of women were opened
at the doorsteps and over 68% of women were
availing DBT beneﬁts.

and Entrepreneurship Partnership) Working
Group Meeting, and ;
♦♦ The launching of BRICS innovation Launchpad as a microsite( Knowledge Hub).

Over 41% of account holders were in the age
group of 18 to 35 years.

♦♦ DPIIT is the main executing agency for
BRICS startups Forum and creation of
innovation Knowledge Hub.

BRICS STI Steering Committee
The Calendar of BRICS STI activities and expected
deliverables were discussed at the meeting organized
virtually. India has successfully handed over the
BRICS Chairmanship to China from January 2022.
More about the News
The BRICS STI Steering Committee meeting was
attended by representatives from BRICS scientific
ministries, foreign Missions.
●●

A series of sectoral events and meetings,
including Minister level and BRICS Summit,
will be organized during the year.

●●

India will host five events in 2022, namely:
♦♦ BRICS Startups Forum meeting,
♦♦ Working Groups meetings on Energy;

About BRICS
The leaders of BRIC (Brazil, Russia, India, and
China) countries met for the first time in St.
Petersburg, Russia, on the margins of G8 Outreach
Summit in July 2006.
●●

Shortly afterwards, in September 2006, the
group was formalised as BRIC during the 1st
BRIC Foreign Ministers’ Meeting, which met
on the sidelines of the General Debate of the
UN Assembly in New York City.

●●

The 1st BRIC summit was held in Yekaterinburg, Russia on 16 June 2009.

●●

BRIC group was renamed as BRICS (Brazil,
Russia, India, China, South Africa) after South
Africa was accepted as a full member at the
BRIC Foreign Ministers’ meeting in 2010.

●●

BRICS as a group comprise 41% of the world
population, having 24% of the world GDP and
over 16% share in the world trade.

♦♦ Biotechnology & Biomedicine;
♦♦ ICT & High-Performance Computing;
♦♦ STIEP (Science, Technology, Innovation
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5

Science and Technology

5G in telecom
The Department of Telecommunications (DoT) has said that India's major metros will have 5G services
next year.
●●

5G or fifth generation is the latest upgrade in the long-term evolution (LTE) mobile broadband networks.
5G mainly works in 3 bands, namely low, mid and high-frequency spectrum.
Advantages of 5G
●●

It provides enhanced network coverage.

●●

Data bandwidth of 5g is above 1gbps whereas for 4G it lies between 2mbps to 1gbps.

●●

Latency of 5G is comparatively lower than 4G.

●● 5G also has lower battery consumption.
Magnetar
An international group of researchers has succeeded in measuring for the first time the characteristics of a
flare on a distant magnetar.
What is it?
●●

A magnetar is a rare compact type of neutron star teeming with energy and magnetism.

●●

It is an exotic type of neutron star, its defining feature is that it has an ultra-powerful magnetic field.

●●

The field is about 1,000 times stronger than a normal neutron star and about a trillion times stronger
than the Earth’s.

●●

Magnetars are relatively rare objects, with only about thirty having been spotted within the Milky Way
so far.

‘Innovations for You’ and ‘The Ingenious Tinkerers’
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Atal Innovation Mission (AIM) NITI Aayog today
released the second edition of – ‘Innovations for
You’ and ‘The Ingenious Tinkerers’.

●●

Innovations for You

●●

●●

It focuses on startups and innovations in the
field of Agriculture and Allied services.

●●

The book is a compilation of 70 Ag-Tech
startups, incubated at Atal Incubation Centers
spread across the country.

●●

It is a compendium of innovations focused on
agriculture featuring 70 startups supported by
Atal incubation Centers (AICs) of AIM.
The Ingenious Tinkerers
●●

It is a compendium on the innovations in technology featuring 41 innovations from the Atal
Tinkering Lab (ATL) of India.

●●

It is a compilation of the top innovations created
by young student innovators who participated
in the ATL Marathon - which invites school
students to address a problem that they see or
face on a day-to-day basis.
India’s first Open Rock Museum
Union Minister inaugurated India’s first unique
“Rock” Museum.

The event also highlighted the importance of
“Big Earth data” which occupies the strategic
high ground in the era of knowledge economies.

CSIR-NGRI's future research efforts designed
for Deep-Earth and Near-Surface explorations
is a step in that direction.
About India’s Deep Ocean Mission
Deep Ocean Mission is a project of Ministry of Earth
Sciences (MoES) with a view to explore deep ocean
for resources and develop deep sea technologies for
sustainable use of ocean resources.
●●

The estimated cost of the mission will be Rs.
4077 crore for a period of 5 years to be implemented in a phase-wise manner.

●●

Deep Ocean Mission will be a mission mode
project to support the Blue Economy Initiatives
of the Government of India.

●●

The Deep Ocean Mission consists of the following six major components:
♦♦ Development of Technologies for Deep
Sea Mining, and Manned Submersible- A
manned submersible will be developed
to carry three people to a depth of 6000
metres in the ocean with suite of scientific
sensors and tools.
♦♦ Development of Ocean Climate Change
Advisory Services.
♦♦ Technological innovations for exploration
and conservation of deep-sea biodiversity.
♦♦ Deep Ocean Survey and Exploration
♦♦ Energy and freshwater from the Ocean.
♦♦ Advanced
Biology

●●

●●

The museum will display around 35 different
types of rocks from different parts of India with
ages ranging from 3.3 Billion years to around
55 Million years of the Earth’s history.
These rocks also represent the deepest part of
the earth up to 175 kms of distance from the
surface of the earth.

Marine

Station

for

Ocean

Note: Considering importance of the oceans on sustainability, the United Nations (UN) has declared the
decade, 2021-2030 as the Decade of Ocean Science
for Sustainable Development.
500 MW FLOATING SOLAR PROJECTS
NHPC Limited has signed Promoters Agreement
with Green Energy Development Corporation of
Odisha Ltd. (GEDCOL), a leading State PSU in the
renewable energy sector in Odisha.
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●●

This agreement is for development of 500
MW Floating Solar Projects on different water
bodies in Odisha.

●●

With signing of Promoters Agreement, NHPC
and GEDCOL agree to jointly establish a Company for implementation of 500 MW Floating
Solar Power Projects in Odisha.

●●

The equity shareholding of NHPC and GEDCOL in the proposed Joint Venture Company
shall be in the proportion of 74:26.

●●

In the first stage 300 MW Floating Solar capacity will be installed in the reservoir of Rengali
H.E. Project.

●●

The project will be implemented under
Ultra Mega Renewable Energy Power Park
(UMREPP), Mode 8 of Solar Park Scheme.
About Solar Park Scheme
The scheme for “Development of Solar Parks and
Ultra Mega Solar Power Projects” was rolled out by
Ministry of New & Renewable Energy on 12-122014.
●●

Under this scheme, it was proposed to set up
at least 25 Solar Parks and Ultra Mega Solar
Power Projects targeting over 20,000 MW of
solar power installed capacity within a span of
5 years starting from 2014-15.

●●

The scheme envisages supporting the States/
UTs in setting up solar parks at various
locations in the country with a view to create
required infrastructure for setting up of solar
power projects.

●●

The solar parks are developed in collaboration
with the State Governments and their agencies,
CPSUs, and private entrepreneurs

●●

The capacity of the solar parks shall be 500
MW and above.

●●

Under the scheme, the Ministry provides Central Financial Assistance (CFA) of up to Rs. 25
lakh per solar park for preparation of Detailed
Project Report (DPR).

●●

Beside this, CFA of up to Rs. 20.00 lakh per
MW or 30% of the project cost, including
Grid-connectivity cost, whichever is lower,
is also provided on achieving the milestones
prescribed in the scheme.

IndiaSkills 2021
The national competition of IndiaSkills 2021 was
started in New Delhi.
●●

The event is organised by National Skill Development Corporation (NSDC), the nodal agency
for skill and entrepreneurship development,
working under the guidance of the Ministry
of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship
(MSDE).

More About the Event
The closed-door event will witness participants from
26 states/ union territories competing in more than
50 skills such as car painting, patisserie and confectionery, welding, additive manufacturing, cyber
security, floristry, among others.
●●

The competition highlights India’s capabilities
to the world and facilitates learning and exposure on a global platform.

●●

IndiaSkills Competition aims to create a pool
of talented and skilled workforce, who will
fuel the economic growth of the country in the
future.

DPIIT to organize Startup India
Innovation Week
The Department for Promotion of Industry and
Internal Trade (DPIIT), Ministry of Commerce and
Industry is set to organize the Startup India Innovation Week.
●●

This week-long virtual innovation celebration
aims to commemorate the 75th year of India’s
independence ‘AzadiKa AmritMahotsav’ and is
designed to showcase the spread and depth of
entrepreneurship across India.

About StartUp India
Startup India is a flagship initiative of the Government of India, intended to build a strong ecosystem
for nurturing innovation and startups in the country.
●●

The aim is to drive sustainable economic
growth and generate large-scale employment
opportunities.
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●●

The initiative not only brought a sharp focus
on startups but catalysed the Indian startup
ecosystem and accelerated Indian entrepreneurs
building innovative solutions for Indian and
global needs.

●●

The startup initiatives are managed by a dedicated Startup India Team, which reports to the
Department for Industrial Policy and Promotion
(DPIIT).
Key Pillars of Support for Startups:
♦♦ Simplification and Handholding
♦♦ Funding & Incentives
♦♦ Incubation & Industry-Academia Partnerships
About Start-Up Ecosystem in India

♦♦ These are the binary star systems where
each star travels in a highly elliptical
orbit around the common centre of mass,
and the distance between the two stars
varies drastically as they orbit each other.
♦♦ Heartbeat stars can get as close as a few
stellar radii to each other, and as far as 10
times that distance during the course of one
orbit.
♦♦ At the point of their closest encounter, the
stars’ mutual gravitational pull causes them
to become slightly ellipsoidal in shape,
which is one of the reasons their light is
so variable.

●●

India is emerging as a global innovation hub,
boasting the world's third-largest startup ecosystem.

♦♦ This is the same type of "tidal force" that
causes ocean tides on Earth.

●●

DPIIT has recognised more than 61,000 startups
as on date.

●●

Our startups representing 55 industries, spread
across 633 districts with at least one startup
from every State and UT of the country have
created over 6 lakh jobs since 2016.

♦♦ Tidal forces also cause heartbeat stars to
vibrate or "ring" -- in other words, the
diameters of the stars rapidly fluctuate as
they orbit each other.

●●

45% of the startups are from Tier-2 and Tier-3
cities and 45% of them are represented by
women entrepreneurs.

♦♦ This effect is most noticeable at the point
of closest approach.
A total of about 180 heartbeat stars are known to
date.

Note: Interestingly, in the startup world, 2021 has
been recognised as the 'year of unicorns,' with 40+
unicorns added in the year.

A star with a heartbeat
A group of Indian and international scientists have
spotted a peculiar binary star that shows heartbeat
but no pulsations.
●●

This is contrary to the norm of binary stars of
sporting both heartbeats as well as pulsations.

●●

This star is called HD73619 in Praesepe (M44),
located in the Cancer constellation, one of the
closest open star clusters to the Earth.
What are Heartbeat Stars?
♦♦ Heartbeat Stars are binary stars that got
their name because if you were to map out
their brightness over time, the result would
look like an electrocardiogram, a graph of
the electrical activity of the heart.

Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty
Five global nuclear powers, China, Russia, U.S.,
U.K., and France, pledged to prevent atomic weapons from spreading and avoid nuclear conflict.
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About NPT

More about the News

The NPT is a landmark international treaty whose
objective is to prevent the spread of nuclear weapons
and weapons technology, to promote cooperation in
the peaceful uses of nuclear energy and to further the
goal of achieving nuclear disarmament and general
and complete disarmament.

●●

There are two types of synapses – chemical and
electrical.

●●

In chemical synapses, there is a space of about
20 nanometres between two neurons.

●●

The Treaty represents the only binding commitment in a multilateral treaty to the goal of
disarmament by the nuclear-weapon States.

●●

Opened for signature in 1968, the Treaty entered
into force in 1970.

●●

On 11 May 1995, the Treaty was extended
indefinitely.

●●

A total of 191 States have joined the Treaty,
including the five nuclear-weapon States.

♦♦ One neuron converts electrical signal into
chemical signals and this chemical is
released into the synaptic space and the
receiving neuron converts the chemical
signal back into an electrical signal.
●●

♦♦ In these synapses, the two neurons have a
physical connection and the conversion of
electrical to chemical need not occur, and
they communicate directly.

●●

More countries have ratified the NPT than any
other arms limitation and disarmament agreement.
Any other treaty preventing nuclear armament?
The NPT is joined by the Partial Test Ban Treaty
(PTBT) and the Strategic Arms Limitation Treaty
(SALT I), which had the Interim Agreement and
Protocol on Limitation of Strategic Offensive Weapons Offensive Arms.
●●

The Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban Treaty
(CTBT), and the Treaty on the Prohibition of
Nuclear Weapons (TPNW) among others also
aim to work in the same direction.

●●

To further the goal of non-proliferation and as
a confidence-building measure between States
parties, the Treaty establishes a safeguards system under the responsibility of the International
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA).

♦♦ Electrical synapses are like a physical wire,
communication is faster but they are also
fewer in number.
●●

Researchers from TIFR-National Centre of
Biological Sciences, Bengaluru, have chosen
Zebrafish as a model organism to study this
process.

●●

Zebrafish are transparent and neuron development in larval zebrafish can be observed from
day to day by injecting a dye or by engineering
the fish to express fluorescent proteins.

What is the usefulness?
Purkinje neurons are found in the cerebellum of
Zebrafish. While zebrafish have about 300-400
Purkinje neurons, humans have thousands of these.
●●

Safeguards are used to verify compliance with the
Treaty through inspections conducted by the IAEA.
Zebrafish study reveals how the brain functions
Neurons, or nerve cells, in the brain connect by
means of junctions known as synapses through
which they transmit signals.
●●

Recent work by researchers at the National
Centre of Biological Sciences, Bengaluru, has
thrown light on what stimulates these synapses
to form.

As far as the electrical synapse goes, this is not
the way it operates.

Even though fish and humans diverged from
a common ancestorabout 500 million years
ago, the cerebellum has been evolutionarily
conserved.

E-Passport with a microchip
The Ministry of External Affairs on January 7
signed an agreement with Tata Consultancy Services
Limited for the second phase of the Passport Seva
Programme (PSP).
●●

The second phase of PSP facilitates for rolling
out of microchip-embedded e-passports.
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More about PSP
●●

●●

●●

The latest agreement will facilitate the next
phase of the Passport SevaProgramme (PSP)
termed PSP-V2.0.

But even at temperatures above the critical
temperature for superconductivity, cuprates act
strangely compared to other metals.

●●

As their temperature increases, cuprates’ resistance increases in a strictly linear fashion.

The $1 billion agreement will focus on faster
delivery of passports to the citizens and create
a more effective integration between various
wings of the Government.

♦♦ In normal metals, the resistance increases
only so far, becoming constant at high
temperatures in accord with what’s known
as Fermi liquid theory.

The present passport application and processing
continues to involve manual sections and these
are expected to go digital in the new phase.

●●

This will create a state-of-the-art digital ecosystem, overhaul the existing processes.

●●

The new programme is expected to have
technology upgrade including the use of latest
biometrics technology, Artificial Intelligence,
Advance Data Analytics, etc.

●●

The newest feature under the PSP-V2.0 will be
the issuance of the new generation of passports
called e-passports.

●●

Under this, new and renewed passports will
be fitted with a microchip that will hold all
biometric information regarding the applicants.

●●

●●

The move is likely to make passports tamper-proof and facilitate hassle-free immigration
worldwide.

Note: The MEA-TCS collaboration has been a part
of the passport process since 2008.
Strange Metals

♦♦ Fermi-liquid theory sets a maximum rate at
which electron scattering can occur.
♦♦ But strange metals don’t follow the Fermi-liquid rules, and no one is sure how
they work.
♦♦ In a strange metal, electrical conductivity
is linked directly to temperature and to
two fundamental constants of the universe:
Planck's constant and Boltzmann's constant.
♦♦ Consequently, strange metals are also
known as Planckian metals.
♦♦ Note: This understanding is crucial to harness advanced material properties based on
their quantum nature.

Landscape Changes Detected
Major earthquake events in last 30,000 years have
resulted in spectacular changes in landscape of the
Katrol Hill Fault in the Kachchh region in Gujarat.

Swarnajayanti fellow, SubhroBhattacharjee, from
Bangalore working on theoretical understanding of
strange metals related to high-temperature superconductors.

●●

What are Strange Metals?

●●

Strange metals, also known as non-Fermi liquids, are
a class of materials that do not follow the traditional
electrical rules.
●●

Their behavior was first discovered around 30
years ago in materials called cuprates.

●●

These copper-oxide materials are most famous
for being high-temperature superconductors.

●●

This means that they conduct electricity with
zero resistance at temperatures far above that
of normal superconductors.

These surprising geological facts about the
seismic history of the fault in the recent geological past necessitate a revised seismic hazard
assessment.

This will help in better mitigation strategies in
Kachchh Basin, owing to its close proximity
to industrial corridor and major settlements,
including Bhuj city.
More about Report
Seismicity in Kachchh region is highly complex as
it is characterized by multiple seismic sources in
the form of several East-West trending fault lines.
●●

These fault lines release continuously accumulating tectonic stresses at intervals producing
earthquakes.
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●●

●●

Kachchh Mainland Fault (KMF), South Wagad
Fault (SWF), Gedi Fault (GF), and Island Belt
Fault (IBF) are fault lines in region that are
seismically active.
However, seismic activity along other faults
like the Katrol Hill Fault (KHF) is not apparent.

●●

This makes the task of seismic hazard estimation and mitigation in the region a scientifically
complex process.
About Earthquakes

a thin skin on the surface of our planet called
the plates.
●●

The plate boundaries are made up of many
faults, and most of the earthquakes around the
world occur on these faults.

●●

Since the edges of the plates are rough, they get
stuck while the rest of the plate keeps moving.

●●

Finally, when the plate has moved far enough,
the edges unstick on one of the faults and there
is an earthquake.

An earthquake is what happens when two blocks of
the earth suddenly slip past one another.
●●

The surface where they
the fault or fault plane.

slip

is

called

●●

The location below the earth’s surface where
the earthquake starts is called the hypocentre.

●●

The location directly above it on the surface of
the earth is called the epicenter.

●●

Sometimes an earthquake has fores hocks.
These are smaller earthquakes that happen in
the same place as the larger earthquake that
follows.

●●

Scientists can’t tell that an earthquake is a
foreshock until the larger earthquake happens.

●●

The largest, main earthquake is called the mainshock. Mainshocks always have aftershocks that
follow.
How are earthquakes recorded?
●●

When the plate boundaries move, energy radiates outward from the fault in all directions in
the form of seismic waves.

●●

These seismic waves are recorded by instruments called seismographs.

147th Foundation Day of India
Meteorological Department

What causes earthquakes?
The earth has four major layers: the inner core,
outer core, mantle and crust.
●●

The crust and the top of the mantle make up

Union Minister of State (Independent Charge)
Science & Technology addressed an event on the
occasion of 147th Foundation Day of India Meteorological Department.
●●

He said that that India has taken a lead in Asian
Continent to provide Weather and Climate
services to South Asian, South-East Asian and
Middle East countries.
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About IMD

More about the Incentive

In the year 1875, the Government of India established the India Meteorological Department at
Calcutta, bringing all meteorological work in the
country under a central authority.

The Government had approved the Production Linked
Incentive (PLI) Scheme 'National Programme on
Advanced Chemistry Cell (ACC) Battery Storage’.

●●

Mr. H. F. Blanford was appointed Meteorological Reporter to the Government of India.

●●

The first Director General of Observatories was
Sir John Eliot who was appointed in May 1889
at Calcutta headquarters.

●●

The headquarters of IMD were later shifted to
Shimla, then to Poona (now Pune) and finally
to New Delhi in 1944.

●●

IMD has always used contemporary technology.
In the telegraph age, it made extensive use of
weather telegrams for collecting observational
data and sending warnings.

●●

●●

Later IMD became the first organisation in
India to have a message switching computer
for supporting its global data exchange.
India was the first developing country in the
world to have its own geostationary satellite,
INSAT, for continuous weather monitoring
of this part of the globe and particularly for
cyclone warning.

●●

IMD acts as an agency of the Ministry of Earth
Sciences of the Government of India.

●●

IMD is also one of the six Regional Specialised
Meteorological Centres of the World Meteorological Organisation.

●●

It has the responsibility for forecasting, naming and distribution of warnings for tropical
cyclones in the Northern Indian Ocean region,
including the Malacca Straits, the Bay of Bengal, the Arabian Sea and the Persian Gulf.

●●

Advanced Chemistry Cell (ACC) Battery Storage

●●

A total of 10 companies submitted their bids
under the Advanced Chemistry Cell (ACC)
Battery Storage Programme in India.

●●

The Request for Proposal (RFP) was released
by Ministry of Heavy Industries (MHI).

●●

The PLI was for achieving manufacturing
capacity of Fifty (50) Giga Watt Hour (GWh)
of ACC with a budgetary outlay of Rs. 18,100
crore.

●●

The manufacturing facility would have to be set
up within a period of two years.

●●

The incentive will be disbursed thereafter over
a period of five years on sale of batteries manufactured in India.

●●

The incentive amount will increase with
increased specific energy density & cycles and
increased local value addition.

●●

Each selected ACC battery Storage manufacturer would have to commit to set-up an ACC
manufacturing facility of minimum five (5)
GWh capacity.

●●

They will also have to ensure a minimum 60%
domestic value addition at the Project level
within five years.
About ACC
ACCs are the new generation of advanced storage
technologies that can store electric energy either as
electrochemical or as chemical energy and convert it
back to electric energy as and when required.
●●

The ACCs will cater not only to electric vehicles
but also to the consumer electronics industry,
solar rooftops, and electricity grids.

●●

This technology could potentially enable battery
storage ecosystems to diversify away from the
established Lithium-ion formula.

Chips to Startup (C2S) Programme
MeitY has invited applications under the Chips to
Startup (C2S) Programme from academia, R&D
organisations, startups and MSMEs.
●●

This is in line with government’s plan to transform India into the next semiconductor hub.
About Chips to Startup (C2S) Programme
India has decided to set up a “complete ecosystem”
for Semiconductors in the country that includes
design, fabrication, packaging, testing, etc.
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●●

The programme aims to train 85,000 high-quality and qualified engineers in the area of verylarge-scale integration (VLSI) and Embedded
System Design.

●●

With the help of this training, the government
intends to usher the development of 175 ASICs
(Application Specific Integrated Circuits),
Working Prototypes of 20 System on Chips
(SoC) and IP Core repository over a period of
5 years.

●●

The C2S programme will be executed at about
100 academic institutions/R&D organisations
across India.

●●

The programme is also open for Startups and
MSMEs.
♦♦ They can participate by submitting their
proposals under Academia-Industry Collaborative Project.
♦♦ C-DAC (Centre for Development of
Advanced Computing), a scientific society
operating under MeitY is going to serve as
the nodal agency for this programme.

SCM, MoHUA launches ‘Open Data
Week’
●●

●●

Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs
(MoHUA) announced the initiation of the Open
Data Week to encourage adoption of open data
and promote innovation across India’s urban
ecosystem.
The Open Data Week is part of a series of preevent initiatives being undertaken by MoHUA
to promote awareness and use of open data.

More About the News
●●

●●

●●

The Event will see participation from all 100
Smart Cities that will be publishing high quality
datasets and data blogs on the Smart Cities
Open Data Portal.

●●

All 100 smart cities are geared up for the event,
making it a collaborative effort towards making
Indian cities ‘Data Smart’.

What is Open Data?
Open data isdata that anyone can access, use and
share.
●●

Open data is freely available to everyone to use
and republish as they wish, without restrictions
from copyright, patents or other mechanisms of
control.

●●

Governments, businesses and individuals can
use open data to bring about social, economic
and environmental benefits.

About SCM
The Government of India had launched the Smart
Cities Mission on 25 June 2015.
●●

The objective is to promote sustainable and
inclusive cities that provide core infrastructure
and give a decent quality of life to its citizens,
a clean and sustainable environment and application of ‘Smart’ Solutions.

●●

Some of the core infrastructure elements in
a Smart City would include adequate water
supply, assured electricity supply, sanitation,
including solid waste management, efficient
urban mobility and public transport among
other things

Workshop on Improving India’s Rank
in Global Innovation Index
NITI Aayog and the World Intellectual Property
Organization (WIPO) conducted a workshop virtually on improving India’s ranking in the Global
Innovation Index (GII).
●●

India has been an ‘Innovation Achiever’ for 11
years in a row and it produces more innovation outputs relative to its level of innovation
investments.

Presently, more than 3,800 datasets and more
than 60 data stories are already available on
the Portal.

More about the News

The Event aims to show the benefits of open
data such as increased efficiency, transparency,
a spur in innovation, and economic growth.

●●

NITI Aayog isthe nodal department of GoI for
improving India’s performance in the GII.

●●

In the 2021 edition, India bagged the 46th
position overall—two spots higher than 2020.
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●●

It ranked first among ten economies of Central
and Southern Asiaand second among 34 lower-middle-income-group economies.

Another important highlight of the index report
was that relative to its Gross Domestic Product
(GDP), India’s performance is above expectation for its level of development.
About WIPO

●●

The agro-residue/ biomass earlier considered
as a waste product has now begun to produce
zero-carbon electricity for the citizens of the
country.

●●

In turn farmers are getting additional income by
selling the stubble/ biomass for conversion into
torrefied/ non-torrefied biomass pellets.

●●

For overall monitoring of the Mission a Steering
Committee under the chairmanship of Secretary,
Ministry of Power (MoP) has been constituted.

●●

The mission mandates all thermal power plants
in the country to use 5 to 10% biomass along
with coal for power production.

●●

As on date, approximately 59,000 metric tonnes
(MT) of biomass has been cofired in thermal
power plants in the country.

●●

●●

WIPO is the global forum for intellectual
property (IP) services, policy, information and
cooperation.

●●

It is a self-funding agency of the United
Nations, with 193 member states.

●●

It is Headquartered in Geneva, Switzerland.

●●

It aims to lead the development of a balanced
and effective international IP system that enables innovation and creativity for the benefit
of all.

●●

It began operations on 26 April 1970 when the
convention entered into force.

●●

WIPO administers 26 international treaties that
concern a wide variety of intellectual property
issues, ranging from the protection of audiovisual works to establishing international patent
classification.

●●

Source: pib.gov.in and wipo.int

Biomass utilization in Thermal Power
Plants
Union Power Secretary chaired the second meeting
of Steering Committee for SAMARTH i.e. National
Mission on Use of Biomass in coal based thermal
Power Plants.
●●

He reviewed the status of bio-mass co-firing
and progress of the actions being taken to promote the co-firing in the thermal power plants.
About SAMARTH
SAMARTH stands for Sustainable Agrarian Mission
on Use of Biomass in coal-based thermal Power
Plants.
●●

SAMARTH a.k.a National Mission on Use of
Biomass in Thermal Power Plants aims to reduce
stubble burning and to reduce carbon footprint
of Thermal Power Plants while increasing the
income of farmers.

India-Israel Industrial R&D &
Technological Innovation Fund (I4F)
Experts from India and Israel deliberated on widening the scope of India-Israel Industrial R&D and
Technological Innovation Fund (I4F).
●●

They approved 3 joint R&D projects worth 5.5
million $ and suggested measures to create a
broader India-Israel collaborative ecosystem.

About I4F
India-Israel Industrial R&D and Technological Innovation Fund (I4F) fund is a cooperation between
the Department of Science and Technology (DST),
Government of India, and the Israel Innovation
Authority, Government of Israel,
●●

It is aimed to promote, facilitate and support
joint industrial R&D projects, between companies from India and Israel to address the
challenges in the agreed ‘Focus Sectors’.

●●

DST and Israel Innovation Authority have
jointly created a joint $40 Million USD I4F
fund with equal contribution from both sides
over a period of five years.

●●

Global Innovation & Technology Alliance
(GITA) is appointed to implement the I4F program in India, while Israel Innovation Authority
is the implementing agency in Israel.
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About Global Innovation & Technology Alliance
(GITA)
Global Innovation & Technology Alliance (GITA)
is a “not–for–profit” Section-8 Public Private Partnership (PPP) company.
●●

It is promoted jointly by the Technology Development Board (TDB), Department of Science &
Technology (DST), Government of India and
the Confederation of Indian Industry (CII).

●●

Vision: Strengthen India’s innovation ecosystem
through supporting and enabling technology
and innovation driven enterprises.

●●

GITA extends financial support in form of
Grant/ Conditional Grant to promote industrial
R&D, Innovation, Technology Acquisition and
International S & T collaborative efforts.
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6

Social Issues

State Health Index

♦♦ Larger States- Kerala and Tamil Nadu

NITI Aayog today released the fourth edition of
the State Health Index for 2019–20.

♦♦ Smaller States- Mizoram and Tripura
♦♦ Union Territories-DH&DD and Chandigarh

More about the Report
●●

●●

The report, titled “Healthy States, Progressive
India”, ranks states and Union Territories on
their year-on-year incremental performance in
health outcomes as well as their overall status.
The report focuses on measuring and highlighting the overall performance and incremental
improvement of states and UTs over the period
2018–19 to 2019–20.

GI tag
An application seeking a Geographical Indication
(GI) tag for the Arunachal Pradesh Apatani textile
product has been filed by a firm, ZeetZeero Producer
Company Ltd.
What is a GI tag?
●●

A geographical indication or GI is a sign used
on products that have a specific geographical
origin and possess qualities or a reputation that
are due to that origin.

●●

The GI tags are issued as per the Geographical
Indications of Goods (Registration and Protection) Act, 1999.

Each domain has been assigned weights based
on its importance with the higher score for
outcome indicators.

●●

The basic motive of the geographical indication
Tag is to prevent unauthorized use of a Registered Geographical Indication by others.

To ensure comparison among similar entities,
the ranking is categorized as ‘The Larger States’,
‘Smaller States’, and ‘Union Territories’.
Top-ranking states

●●

The GI provides security to the new or unique
goods manufactured or produced by an individual or association of person etc.

●●

Darjeeling Tea was the first Indian product to
get the geographical indication tag.

●●

The State Health Index is an annual tool to
assess the performance of states and UTs.

●●

It is a weighted composite index based on 24
indicators grouped under the domains of ‘Health
Outcomes’, ‘Governance and Information’, and
‘Key Inputs/Processes’.

●●

●●

Who issues GI Tag in India?
●●

GI tags are issued as per the Geographical Indications of Goods (Registration and Protection)
Act, 1999.

●●

This tag is issued by the Geographical Indication Registry under the Department of Industry
Promotion and Internal Trade, Ministry of
Commerce and Industry.

●●

The tag is granted for a period of 10 years and
it can be renewed after that.
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Some recent GI tags
♦♦ Kashmir Saffron- Jammu & Kashmir
♦♦ Manipuri Black Rice- Manipur
♦♦ KandhamalHaladi – Odisha
♦♦ Rasagola – Odisha
♦♦ KodaikanalMalaiPoondu - Tamil Nadu
♦♦ Dindigul Locks - Tamil Nadu
♦♦ Kandangi Saree- Tamil Nadu
♦♦ Tawlhlohpuan- Mizoram
♦♦ KholaChilli- Goa
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3rd National Water Awards

●●

India receives about 4000 bcm of average annual
precipitation along with snowfall, of which
3000 bcm (billion cubic meter) is received in
the monsoon season (June-September).

●●

Less than 50% of total precipitation flows to the
rivers and it is estimated as 1869 bcm.

●●

However, only 690 bcm surface water resources
can actually be utilised(Central Water Commission 2015).

●●

Annual utilizable ground water resources in
India is assessed as 433 bcm.

●●

India's total annual utilizable water resources is
1123 bcm (690 bcm surface water + 433bcm
ground water).

●●

Being an agrarian country, irrigation by far is
the largest user of India’s water reserve with
hooping usage of 78% of total water reserve,
followed by domestic sector (6%) and industrial
sector (5%).

Union Minister of Jal Shakti announced 3rd National
Water Awards-2020.
●●

In the Best State category, Uttar Pradesh has
been awarded first prize, followed by Rajasthan
and Tamil Nadu.
Background and Vision:
●●

India’s current water requirement is estimated
to be around 1,100 billion cubic meters per
year, projected to go up to 1,447 billion cubic
meters by 2050.

●●

While India has more than 18% of the world’s
population, it has only 4% of world’s renewable
water resources.

●●

It is in this backdrop that the National Water
Awards (NWA) were instituted to recognize and
encourage exemplary work and efforts made by
States, Districts, individuals, organizations, etc
across the country in attaining the government’s
vision of a ‘Jal Samridh Bharat’.

●●

The first National Water Award was launched
by the Jal Shakti Ministry in 2018.
WATER - INDIA FACTS
●●

India has just 4% of the world’s fresh water —
but 16% of the global population.

●●

76 million are without access to safe drinking
water.

●●
●●

●●

45% of total irrigation and 80% of domestic
water come from ground water reserve.
Mobile Honey Processing Van
KVIC has rolled out innovative “Mobile Honey
Processing Van” to support farmers and beekeepers.
●●

The Mobile Van has been designed in-house by
KVIC at its Multi-disciplinary Training Centre,
Panjokehra, at a cost of Rs 15 lakh.

21% of country’s diseases are water related.

●●

Over 329, 000 children under five died due to
diarrhoea in India in 2015.

This mobile honey processing unit can process
up to 300 KG of honey in 8 hours.

●●

The van is also equipped with a testing laboratory that would instantly examine the quality
of honey.

●●

In line with Prime Minister’s dream of “Sweet
Kranti” (Sweet Revolution) though honey production, the KVIC has come up with this unique
innovation to enable beekeepers and farmers to
get fair price of their honey produce.

●●

The total potential area to be brought under the
micro irrigation (drip and sprinkler) in India is
42.2 million hectare of land, however only 3.9
million hectare of land or 9.2% of the potential
is currently under micro irrigation.
Water Resources of India
●●

12 rivers are classified as major river which are
catering about 253 mha of catchment area and
46 as medium river with 24.6 mha of catchment
area.

●●

The Ganga-Brahmaputra-Meghna system is the
largest river system in India with 43% of the
catchment area of the all major river systems.

●●

It is noteworthy that transportation of honey
to processing plants is an expensive affair for
small farmers and beekeepers.
Honey Mission Programme
The Honey Mission programme was launched by
Khadi & Village Industries Commission (KVIC),
under the Ministry of MSME, during 2017-18.
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●●

●●

●●

It is being implemented to promote Bee Keeping
activities and provide self-sustaining employment opportunities among farmers, Adivasies
and unemployed youth in rural India, especially
in economically backward and remote areas.

●●

Under the programme, beneficiaries are provided with Bee Boxes, live bee colonies, tool
kits and training.

So far under PMKVY 3.0, 3.74 lakh people
have been enrolled, 3.36 lakh trained, 2.23
assessed, and 1.65 lakh certified.

●●

The Programme was launched on 18th June
2021 with the commencement of training in 111
Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Kendras (PMKKs) and
other affiliated Training Centres (TCs) in 100
Districts of 26 States.

●●

The scheme aims to benefit over eight (08) lakh
candidates in FY 2020-2021 with a budget of
INR 948.90 crores while targeting the youth
under the age group of 15-45 years.

It may be noted that under Honey Mission,
KVIC has so far distributed nearly 1.60 lakh
bee boxes across the country and created over
40,000 employment.

Note: India is known to have some 796 species of
bees and 40% of them are endemic to our geography.

♦♦ Component 3: Training of drivers in
handling and transportation of the Liquid
Medical Oxygen (LMO).

Note: Bees pollinate 90% of the flowering plants
and over 70% of the main agricultural crops on
which we sustain.

Ministry of Skill Development and
Entrepreneurship: A Review
The Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship (MSDE) had launched the third phase
of its flagship scheme—Pradhan Mantri Kaushal
VikasYojana 3.0 (PMKVY 3.0) in January 2021.
●●

PMKVY 3.0 aimed to encourage and promote
skill development throughout the country to
address the industry needs, meet the market
demands, and impart skills.
Works under PMKVY 3.0
PMKVY 3.0 aims to meet the upsurge in demand of
skilled healthcare professionals and associated professionals from logistics sector, reduce the burden of
existing healthcare professionals and provide timely
healthcare services in every corner of the country.
●●

About PMKVY
Pradhan Mantri Kaushal VikasYojana (PMKVY) is
the flagship scheme of the Ministry of Skill Development & Entrepreneurship (MSDE).
●●

It is being implemented all across the country
by National Skill Development Corporation.

●●

The objective of this Skill Certification Scheme
is to enable a large number of Indian youth to
take up industry-relevant skill training.

●●

Under this Scheme, Training and Assessment
fees are completely paid by the Government.

♦♦ Component 1: Fresh Skilling (under Special
Projects) of candidates in 6 (six) healthcare
sector job roles.

●●

Skill training would be done based on the
National Skill Qualification Framework (NSQF)
and industry led standards.

♦♦ Component 2: Upskilling for candidates
with prior experience / prior learning under
Recognition of Prior Learning (RPL).

●●

An allocation of Rs. 12,000 crores had been
made for the period 2016 – 2020 with an aim
to cover 10 million youth during the period.

The programme comprises of following three
components, to be implemented under Centrally
Sponsored Centrally Managed (CSCM) component of PMKVY.
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India Skills

●●

IndiaSkills, the country’s biggest skill competition,
is designed to demonstrate the highest standards of
skilling and offers a platform to young people to
showcase their talent at national and international
levels.

The Government of India through Ministry of
Skill Development & Entrepreneurship (MSDE)
holds 49% of the share capital of NSDC, while
the private sector has the balance 51% of the
share capital.

●●

NSDC aims to promote skill development by
catalyzing creation of large, quality and forprofit vocational institutions.

●●

●●

IndiaSkills Competition is held every two years
with the support of state governments and
industry.
IndiaSkills 2021 is organised by the National
Skill Development Corporation (NSDC).

Skills Acquisition and Knowledge
Awareness for Livelihood Promotion
SANKALP is a centrally sponsored scheme of
MSDE, loan assisted by the World Bank.
●●

It was launched on 19th January 2018 with an
implementation period till March 2023.

●●

The objectives of SANKALP are to strengthen
the short-term skill ecosystem and to address
key issues of skilling in the country.

●●

These objectives are met through its three key
result areas namely
♦♦ (i) Institutional Strengthening at National,
State & District level;
♦♦ (ii) Quality improvement of skill development programmes; and
♦♦ (iii) Inclusion of marginalized population in
skill development programmes.

About NSDC
National Skill Development Corporation (NSDC) is
a not-for-profit public limited company incorporated
in 2008 under section 25 of the Companies Act,
1956.

NSDC acts as a catalyst in skill development by
providing funding to enterprises, companies and
organizations that provide skill training.

Braille Maps
Visually challenged students from all over the country will soon have the access to Braille Maps.
●●

The maps designed and developed using Digital
Embossing Technology, enabling the students
for ease of use, user friendly, better feeling and
durable in terms of quality.
More about the technology
The digital embossing technology eliminates the
need for printing plates, moulds, chemicals, and
solvents, emitting no pollutants or waste and reduces
overall energy usage.
●●

This innovative technology has been introduced,
designed and implemented first time in India by
NATMO.

●●

National Atlas & Thematic Mapping Organisation (NATMO) functions as the Attached Office
of the Department of Science & Technology.

●●

The maps produced with earlier technology
would lose its readability and feeling experience within a very short span of time.

●●

This technology is not only useful for highspeed production of the maps but can also
produce Braille Maps that can be used by more
people for years together.
About NATMO
NATMO functions as a subordinate department
under the Department of Science & Technology,
Ministry of Science & Technology, Government of
India.
●●

It has its headquarter in Kolkata.

●●

Since its inception, it is the sole national agency
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●●

bearing the responsibility of depicting national
framework data in the form of thematic maps
and atlases.

●●

NATMO being a specialized institution of its
kind also engaged cartographic and geographical researches at national level.

What is LokAdalat?

●●

NATMO has conceived and published more
than eight hundred themes under the broad
category of physical, social, economic, environmental disciplines.

●●

To ensure precision and value addition, NATMO
keeps pace with the most modern technologies
viz. GIS, GPS and Remote sensing.

Due to these technological advancements,
LokAdalats have reached to the doorsteps of
the parties.

Lok Adalat is one of the alternative dispute red
ressal mechanisms.
●●

It is a forum where disputes/cases pending in
the court of law or at pre-litigation stage are
settled/ compromised amicably.

●●

NALSA along with other Legal Services Institutions conducts LokAdalats.

●●

LokAdalats have been given statutory status
under the Legal Services Authorities Act, 1987.

●●

National Legal Services Authority (NALSA) has
decided to lay more emphasis on contribution of
National LokAdalat in effectively reducing the number of pending cases through Alternative Dispute
Mechanisms.

Under the said Act, the award (decision) made
by the LokAdalats is deemed to be a decree of
a civil court.

●●

The decisions are final and binding on all parties and no appeal against such an award lies
before any court of law.

●●

●●

A cumulative effect of all the preparatory and mobilization measures resulted in extraordinary disposal
figures during the year 2021.

If the parties are not satisfied with the award
of the LokAdalat though there is no provision
for an appeal against such an award, but they
are free to initiate litigation by approaching the
court of appropriate jurisdiction.

●●

There is no court fee payable when a matter is
filed in a LokAdalat.

●●

Across the country, a total number of
1,27,87,329 cases were disposed of in four
National LokAdalats.

●●

●●

This included a huge number of pending cases
i.e., 55,81,117 and a record number of pre-litigation cases i.e., 72,06,212.

If a matter pending in the court of law is referred
to the LokAdalat and is settled subsequently,
the court fee originally paid in the court on the
complaints/petition is also refunded back to the
parties.

LokAdalat: Alternative Dispute
Resolution

To achieve this goal, the Legal Services Authorities shifted to dynamic preparation strategies
for organization of the LokAdalats.
More about the News

●●

A major contribution to this success can be
attributed to the technological advancements.

●●

In June 2020, the Legal Services Authorities
introduced virtual LokAdalats also called as
‘E-LokAdalats’.

●●

●●

Since then, all the LokAdalats including
National LokAdalats are organized through
virtual and hybrid modes.
To provide an unhindered experience during
the proceedings, the Legal Services Authorities
across the country are continuously upgrading
their digital infrastructure.

About NALSA
The National Legal Services Authority (NALSA)
has been constituted under the Legal Services
Authorities Act, 1987.
●●

The aim is to provide free Legal Services to the
weaker sections of the society and to organize
LokAdalats for amicable settlement of disputes.

●●

Hon’ble Mr. Justice N. V. Ramana, The Chief
Justice of India is the Patron-in-Chief. NALSA

●●

In every State, State Legal Services Authority
has been constituted to give effect to the policies and directions of the NALSA.
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●●

●●

The State Legal Services Authority is headed
by Hon’ble the Chief Justice of the respective
High Court who is the Patron-in-Chief of the
State Legal Services Authority.
In every District, District Legal Services Authority has also been constituted to implement Legal
Services Programmes in the District.

VALUE ADDITION OF SPICE CROPS

What is Training of Master’s Trainers?
Training and development of Master Trainers is an
instrument to meet the twin challenges of continuous
improvement and demands of change.
●●

There is an ever-emerging challenge of capacity-building of trainers.

●●

Recognizing the need for training and development of Master Trainers existing in the skill
eco-system, National Skill Development Corporation in collaboration with Management Sector
Skill Council (MEPSC) has come up with a
special training program for Master Trainers on
enhancing training delivery skills.

●●

The programme is designed to provide opportunities to Master Trainers for the development
skills to facilitate, create and manage a learner
based environment.

Value addition of spice crops is being done with the
help of Community Based Organizations (CBOs) in
Arunachal Pradesh to boost the marketability of the
products and to further improve the income of the
farmers.
●●

This is done with the help of North Eastern
Community Resource Management Society
(NERCRMS), a society formed by NEC,
MDoNER.
More About the News
●●

The spice crops sourced from the individual
farmers are processed by the CBOs at the
Centralized Processing and Packaging Unit.

●●

The products are then branded under the label
of Namdapha Goodness.

●●

About Unnat Bharat Abhiyan 2.0.
It is a flagship programme of Ministry of Human
Resource Development (MHRD), Govt. of
India.
●●

The CBO members pay special attention ensuring standard quality and food safety measures
are maintained throughout the production stage.

UBA is inspired by the vision of transformational change in rural development processesby
leveraging knowledge institutions.

●●

The final product is sold through different
retailers and wholesalers across the state.
About NERCORMP

It aims at coordination among educational
institutions, implementation agencies and
the grass root level stakeholders.

●●

This will ensure effective participation in the
holistic development of rural clusters using:

●●

North Eastern Region Community Resource Management Project (NERCORMP) is a livelihood and
rural development project aimed to transform the
lives of the poor and marginalized tribal families in
North East(NE) India.
●●

♦♦ Eco-friendly sustainable technologies
♦♦ Harnessing Local resources
♦♦ Creating employment opportunities
♦♦ Harnessing
schemes

NERCORMP is a joint developmental intiative
of the North Eastern Council(NEC), Ministry of
DoNER, Govt. of India and International Fund
for Agricultural Development(IFAD).

UGC launches Training of Master
Trainers
University Grants Commission (UGC) has launched
the Training of Master’s Trainers program in Community-based Participatory Research under Unnat
Bharat Abhiyan 2.0.

multifarious

government

♦♦ Customisation of existing technologies
♦♦ Use of local knowledge
●●

Reorienting
the
academic
curriculum and research programs in higher
educational institutions

●●

It aims to link the Higher Education Institutions
(HEIs) with a set of at least (5) villages.
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The Indian Institute of Technology Delhi (IIT,
Delhi) has been designated as the National
Coordinating Institute (NCI) for the UBA
scheme.
Organisational structure:

and Development Policy (ITDP India).

●●

●●

Under the ‘Streets for people Challenge’, 38
cities piloted re-imaginations of an important
street each by prioritizing them for pedestrians.

●●

The winning cities will now enter the scale
up stage of the challenge wherein the projects
undertaken in the pilot stage will now be scaled
up in a sustainable manner.

●●

Under the pilot stage, i.e. stage 1 of the India
Cycles4Change & Streets4People Challenges:
♦♦ Cities transformed 400+ kms of corridors
through temporary solutions to make streets
cycling friendly
♦♦ Received feedback from 60,000+ citizens
through surveys

●●

UBA 2.0 was launched in 2018.

♦♦ Got600+ Civil Society Organisations to
support their cities

●●

Whereas UBA 2.0 is the Challenge Mode of
Unnat Bharat Abhiyanprogramme where all
HEIs are required to willingly adopt at least
5 villages.

♦♦ had over 1800 design professionals, students
and other organisations coming together
to develop and test creative solutions to
reclaim streets for people

MoHUA announces winners

♦♦ At the event, the Ministry also launched
Season-2 of India Cycles4Change and
Streets for People Challenges.

The Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs
(MoHUA) organised an online event wherein it
announced eleven winning cities for the Streets for
People Challenge.

♦♦ In the scale up stage, i.e. Stage-2, cities
will:

●●

It also announced ten winning cities for the
pilot stage of the Nurturing Neighbourhoods
Challenge.
AboutStreets for People Challenge
Since 2020, the Smart Cities Mission (SCM) has
been anchoring inter-city challenges to make public
spaces more people-friendly.
●●

●●

●●

This is in line with the 2006 National Urban
Transport Policy, which called for a paradigm
shift from car-centric roads to people-centric
streets.
Over the past 18 months, these challenges
vis. Cycles4Change and Streets for People,
have transformed into a nationwide movement
beyond the 100 Smart Cities.
The challenge was conducted with technical
support from the Institute for Transportation

♦♦ work towards adopting a progressive
Healthy Streets & Parking Policy, creating
area level parking plans and start on-street
parking management
About Nurturing Neighbourhoods Challenge
The Challenge is a 3-year phased initiative aimed
at shaping early childhood-friendly neighbourhoods
in Indian cities.
●●

Over 60 city agencies nationwide implemented
neighbourhood-level pilot projects to enhance
the physical and psychological health of infants,
toddlers, and their caregivers.

●●

Under the Nurturing Neighbourhoods Challenge pilot stage, i.e. stage 1, in 7 months, the
pioneering cohort of 25 cities has:
♦♦ Implemented over 70 pilot projects in
neighbourhoods across India.
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♦♦ These diverse projects ranged from-

●●

♦♦ creation of public spaces in slums,
♦♦ age-appropriate play areas,
♦♦ enhanced outdoor waiting spaces around
primary health centres and anganwadis,
♦♦ amenities for caregivers, such as public
toilets and nursing cabins,
♦♦ improved streets and junctions, and
♦♦ reclaiming underutilized and residual spaces
to create parks and gardens.
♦♦ These projects benefitted over 1 lakh children between the ages of 0-5 and more than
1 million people.

About National Institute of Rural
Development and Panchayati Raj
The National Institute of Rural Development and
Panchayati Raj (NIRD&PR) is an autonomous
organisation under the Union Ministry of Rural
Development.
●●

It is a premier national centre of excellence in
rural development and Panchayati Raj.

●●

It builds capacities of rural development
functionaries, elected representatives of PRIs,
bankers, NGOs and other stakeholders through
inter-related activities of training, research and
consultancy.

●●

It is also recognized internationally as one of
the UN-ESCAP Centres of Excellence.

●●

The NIRD&PR celebrated its Golden Jubilee
Year of establishment in 2008.

MoU between NCGG and NIRD & PR
National Centre for Good Governance (NCGG) and
National Institute of Rural Development &Panchayati
Raj (NIRD & PR) signed Memorandum of Understanding.
The MoU is aimed to promote inclusive good governance, strengthening of local institutions and effective
implementation of government programmes.
About National Centre for Good Governance
The National Centre for Good Governance (NCGG)
is an autonomous institute under the aegis of
Department of Administrative Reforms and Public
Grievances.
●●

Its head office is at New Delhi and branch
office at Mussoorie.

●●

The NCGG has been set up to assist in bringing about governance reforms through studies,
training, knowledge sharing and promotion of
good ideas.

NIAR was subsequently rechistened with an
expanded mandate, as National Centre for
Good Governance, which was inaugurated on
February 24th, 2014.

NDRF Raising Day
The Prime Minister greeted the National Disaster
Response Force (NDRF) team on their Raising Day
on 19th Jan.
About NDRF
India faced some of its most severe natural calamities like Orissa Super Cyclone (1999), Gujarat Earthquake (2001) and Indian Ocean Tsunami (2004) in
early 21st century.
●●

This succession of events and the International
environment brought to fore, the need of comprehensive disaster management plan.

●●

It seeks to carry out policy relevant research
and prepare case studies.

●●

●●

The National Centre for Good Governance
traces its origin to the National Institute of
Administrative Research (NIAR).

This led to the enactment of the Disaster Management Act on December 26th, 2005.

●●

●●

NIAR was set up in 1995 by the Lal Bahadur
Shastri National Academy of Administration
(LBSNAA) the Government of India's apex
training Institute for higher civil services.

The National Disaster Management Authority
(NDMA) was constituted to lay down the
policies, plans and guidelines for disaster management.

●●

Accordingly, in 2006 NDRF was constituted
with 8 Battalions.
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●●

At present, NDRF has a strength of 12 Battalions with each Battalion consisting of 1149
personnel.

●●

In the beginning, the personnel of NDRF were
deployed for routine law and order duties also.

♦♦ NCSK has been assigned the work to monitor the implementation of the Act,

●●

In a meeting of the NDMA with the Prime Minister on October 25, 2007, the need of NDRF
being made a dedicated force was highlighted
and accepted.

♦♦ tender advice for its effective implementation to the Centre and State Governments,
and;

●●

This led to the notification of NDRF Rules on
February 14th, 2008, making NDRF a dedicated
force for disaster response related duties, under
the unified command of DG NDRF.

National
Commission
Karamcharis

for

●●

♦♦ enquire into complaints regarding contravention/non-implementation of the provisions of the Act.
♦♦ Although manual scavenging has been
almost eradicated, sporadic instances do
occur.

Safai

The Union Cabinet has approved the extension of
the tenure of the National Commission for SafaiKaramcharis (NCSK) for three years beyond 31.3.2022.
●●

The major beneficiaries would be the SafaiKaramcharis and identified manual scavengers in
the country.

●●

The number of Manual Scavengers identified
under the MS Act Survey as on 31.12.2021 is
58098.

Prohibition of Employment as Manual
Scavengers and their Rehabilitation Act,
2013
●●

The Prohibition of Employment as Manual
Scavengers and their Rehabilitation Act, 2013
prohibits the following:
♦♦ construction or maintenance of insanitary
latrines,
♦♦ employment of any person for manual
scavenging , or

About National Commission for
SafaiKaramcharis
The NCSK was established in the year 1993 as per
the provisions of the NCSK Act 1993 initially for
the period upto 31.3.1997.

Also as per the provisions of the Prohibition of
Employment as Manual Scavengers and their
Rehabilitation Act, 2013:

♦♦ hazardous cleaning of sewers and septic
tanks.
●●

Currently, engaging any person for hazardous
cleaning of sewers and septic tanks by any person or agency is punishable with imprisonment
of up to five years or a fine up of to Rs. 5 lakh
or both.

●●

Later the validity of the Act was initially
extended upto 31.3.2002 and thereafter upto
29.2.2004.

●●

The NCSK Act ceased to have effect from
29.2.2004.

Apex Cluster Community Resources
Development Society

●●

After that the tenure of the NCSK has been
extended as a non-statutory body from time to
time through resolutions.

The ACCORDS is enabling environment for sustainable socio-economic development of the rural
communities.

●●

The tenure of the present Commission is upto
31.3.2022.

●●

●●

The NCSK has been giving its recommendations to the Government regarding specific
programmes for welfare of SafaiKaramcharis.

They provide micro credits and other support
services such as skill building, promotion
of enterprises and community resources that
enhances quality of life and sustain peace and
harmony in the region.
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About ACCORDS

About North Eastern Council (NEC)

The Apex Cluster Community Resources Development Society (ACCORDS) is a non-profit organisation that was founded in the year 2006.

●●

The North Eastern Council (NEC) was established by North Eastern Council Act, 1971.

●●

It was established as apex level advisory Body,
for securing balanced and coordinated development and facilitating effective co-ordination
amongst seven States of North Eastern Region.

●●

Subsequent to the amendment of NEC Act in
December, Sikkim was added as 8th Member
State.

●●

NEC was then mandated to function as a statutory Regional Planning Body for the North
Eastern Region.

●●

The Council comprises of Governors and Chief
Ministers of constituent States and three members to be nominated by the President.

●●

The Union Home Minister is ex-officio Chairman and the MoS(IC) DoNER is the ex-officio
Vice-Chairman of the NEC.

●●

●●

It was founded by North Eastern
Community Resource Management
(NERCRMS) under North Eastern
Community Resource Management
(NERCORMP).

Region
Society
Region
Project

It was funded by the North Eastern Council
(NEC), Ministry of DoNER, Govt. of India
jointly with International Fund for Agricultural
Development (IFAD).

●●

The ACCORDS is a conglomerate of 589 Self
Help Groups (SHGs), 143 Natural Resource
Management Groups (NaRMGs), 35 SHG Federations, and 21 NaRMGs Cluster Associations.

●●

The ACCORDS is collaborating with institutions
like NABARD, KVK, District Administration
for various community development projects.
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7

International Relations

Counter-terrorism committee of UNSC
●●

India will chair the Counter-Terrorism Committee of UNSC in January 2022 after 10 years.

●●

The Counter-Terrorism Committee was established by Security Council resolution 1373
adopted unanimously on 28 September 2001
in the wake of the 9/11 terror attacks in the US.

●●

The Committee was tasked with monitoring
the implementation of resolution 1373 which
requested countries to implement several
measures aimed at enhancing their legal and
institutional ability to counter terrorist activities
at home and around the world.

This includes taking steps to criminalize the
financing of terrorism, freezing any funds
related to persons involved in acts of terrorism, denying all forms of financial support for
terrorist groups, suppressing the provision of
haven, sustenance, or support for terrorists, and
sharing information with other governments on
any groups practicing or planning terrorist acts.
About UNSC

●●

●●

The council’s presidency rotates on a monthly
basis, ensuring some agenda-setting influence
for its ten nonpermanent members, which are
elected by a two-thirds vote of the UN General
Assembly.
Criticisms of the Security Council
●●

The council’s structure does not reflect current
geopolitical realities.

●●

The council was expanded from six elected
members to ten in 1965, and, in 1971, the People’s Republic of China took the permanent seat
previously occupied by the Republic of China
(Taiwan). Since then, the body’s composition
has remained unchanged.

●●

Regional powers such as Brazil, Germany,
India, Japan, Nigeria, and South Africa have
sought to enlarge the council or secure permanent seats of their own.

●●

The veto gives undue deference to the political
interests of the P5.

●●

●●

The United Nations Security Council is one of
the six principal organs of the United Nations,
charged with ensuring international peace and
security, recommending the admission of new
UN members to the General Assembly, and
approving any changes to the UN Charter.

●●

The fifteen-member UN Security Council seeks
to address threats to international security.

The council’s ten elected members, which
serve two-year, nonconsecutive terms, are not
afforded veto power.

●●

Its five permanent members, chosen in the wake
of World War II, have veto power.
Structure of the council
●●

The Security Council has five permanent
members—China, France, Russia, the United
Kingdom, and the United States—collectively
known as the P5. Any one of them can veto
a resolution.
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Arunachal Pradesh

Physiography of the Lake

China’s Ministry of Civil Affairs said it had
issued “standardized” names for 15 places in Arunachal Pradesh, to be used henceforth on official Chinese maps.

♦♦ Situated at an elevation of about 4,270 m, it
is a nearly 135-km long, narrow lake — 6
km at its widest point — and shaped like
a boomerang.

●●

♦♦ Its total area is over 600 sq km.

It was formed from the erstwhile North-East
Frontier Agency (NEFA) region and became a
state on 20 February 1987.

●●

It borders the states of Assam and Nagaland to
the south.

●●

It shares international borders with Bhutan in
the west, Myanmar in the east, and a disputed
border with China in the north at the McMahon
Line.

●●

Arunachal Pradesh is the largest of the Seven
Sister States of Northeast India by area.

●●

State Animal: Mithun (also known as Gayal)

●●

State Bird: Hornbill

♦♦ The Karakoram Mountain range, which
crosses Tajikistan, Afghanistan, Pakistan,
China, and India, with heights of over
6,000 meters including K2, the world’s
second-highest peak, ends at the north bank
of Pangong Tso.
♦♦ Its southern bank also has high broken
mountains sloping towards Spangur Lake
in the south.
●●

The lake’s water, while crystal clear, is brackish, making it undrinkable.

●●

The lake freezes during the winter, allowing
some vehicular movement on it as well.

Pangong Tso
China is constructing a bridge in Eastern Ladakhconnecting the North and South Banks of Pangong
Tso which would significantly bring down the time
for the People’s Liberation Army (PLA) to move
troops and equipment between the two sectors.

●●

Nearly two-thirds of the lake is controlled by
China, with just about 45 km under Indian
control.

●●

Pangong Tso is an endorheic lake (landlocked)
that is partly in India’s Ladakh region and
partly in Tibet.

The LAC, running north-south, cuts the western
part of the lake, aligned east-west.

●●

The name reflects the mixed heritage of the
lake: Pangong in Ladakhi means extensive
concavity, the word Tso is Tibetan for the lake.

At the lake’s north bank, according to India,
the international boundary is close to Khurnak
Fort, a 19th-century ruin.

●●

But the LAC, according to China, is around 15
km west. On the north bank are spurs that jut
into the lake, identified as fingers. India says

About the lake
●●

●●

Control over the Lake
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the LAC passes through Finger 8; China claims
it is farther west.
India has traditionally had a stronger presence
in the southern bank compared to the north
bank, because of its proximity to areas like
Chushul and Rezang La.
Current Status

●●

The protests have not ended despite the resignation of the Government and the removal of the
unpopular NursultanNazarbayev as chairman of
the country’s Security Council.

●●

The Kazakh President Kassym-JomartTokayev
has called on the Collective Security Treaty
Organisation (CSTO), for help to deal with the
protests.

●●

●●

China changed the status quo and its troops had
occupied the region between Finger 8 and Finger 4, which was patrolled by both but occupied
by neither side earlier.

●●

Chinese troops continue to occupy the Finger 4
ridgeline, though they have stepped back from
the base of Finger 4 to the base of Finger 5.

Protests in Kazakhstan
The protests in Kazakhstan started on 2 January in
the western town of Zhanaozen.
●●

They were apparently prompted by the doubling
of gas prices in the hydrocarbon-rich country.

●● Protests then spread across the country.
More about the News
While the rise in fuel prices might have been the
immediate trigger for the protests, the protests also
brought to the fore popular grievances over structural problems like corruption and socio-economic
inequality as well as calls for regime change.
●●

The protests also appear to be a struggle for
power among the Kazakh elites.

●●

Incidentally, this is the first time the CSTO has
deployed troops under Article 4 of its treaty,
which can be used in the case of attacks against
member states which could affect their stability
or sovereignty.
What is the CSTO?
●●

The CSTO is a Russia-dominated security
alliance (Russia contributes 50% of its budget)
which was established after the USSR’s fall.

●●

It came after some members of the Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS) signed a
mutual defence treaty named the Collective
Security Treaty.

●●

Meant as a replacement for the Warsaw Pact,
the Treaty came into force in 1994.

●●

In 2002, it became the CSTO. The CSTO has six
members today: Russia, Tajikistan, Kyrgyzstan,
Armenia, Belarus, and Kazakhstan.

●●

Uzbekistan had quit the alliance in 2012.

●●

The organisation is based, as the name indicates, on the principle of collective security or
the idea of “one for all and all for one”.

●●

Essentially, this means that an aggressor against
any one state in the organisation is considered
to be an aggressor against all other states.

POWERGRID and Africa50 in Joint
Development Agreement
Power Grid Corporation of India Limited (POWERGRID) has signed a Joint Development Agreement
with Africa50.
●●

Africa50 is a pan-African infrastructure investment platform to continue to develop the Kenya
Transmission Project on a public-private partnership basis.
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About the Project

●●

The project entails the development, financing, construction, and operation of the 400kV Lessos – Loosuk and 220kV Kisumu – Musaga transmission lines
under a public-private partnership (PPP) framework.

India-Central Asia Summit

POWERGRID is a listed Company, with
51.34% holding of Government of India and
the balance is held by Institutional Investors
and public.

●●

Once completed, the project will be the first
Independent Power Transmission (IPT) in
Kenya.

Prime Minister will be hosting the first meeting of
the India-Central Asia Summit in a virtual format
on 27 January 2022.

●●

This Project will also improve both the supply
and reliability of power transmission in Western
Kenya.

●●

●●

POWERGRID, one of the world’s leading
electric transmission utility companies will
provide technical and operational know-how to
the project.

●●

Africa50 will bring its project development
and finance expertise and will act as a bridge
between the Kenyan government and private
investors.
About Africa50:
As part of the 2012 Declaration on the Programme
for Infrastructure Development in Africa (PIDA)
African heads of states called for innovative
solutions to accelerate the delivery of infrastructure.
●●

In response to the need African Development
Bank announced the establishment of Africa50
– Project Development and Africa50 – Project
Finance.

This will be the first engagement of its kind
between India and the Central Asian countries
at the level of leaders.
More about the Summit
The first India-Central Asia Summit is a reflection of
India’s growing engagement with the Central Asian
countries which are a part of India’s "Extended
Neighbourhood”.
●●

The inception of the India-Central Asia Dialogue at Foreign Ministers’ level has provided
an impetus to India-Central Asia relations.

●●

Summit is expected to see participation of the
Presidents of Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz Republic,
Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan.
About Central Asia
The Central Asia region (CA) comprises the countries of Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz Republic, Tajikistan,
Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan.

●●

Africa50 was established to help bridge Africa’s
infrastructure funding gap.

The region is bordered by the Caspian Sea in the
west and China in the east, and by Afghanistan to
Russia in the south and north.

●●

Africa50 focuses on medium- to large-scale
projects that have development impact and offer
an appropriate risk-adjusted return to investors.

The five nations have a total population of 69
million people with Uzbekistan having the highest
population.

●●

Africa50 currently has 31 shareholders,
comprised of 28 African countries, the African
Development Bank, the Central Bank of
West African States (BCEAO), and Bank AlMaghrib.
About Powergrid:
Power Grid Corporation of India Limited
(POWERGRID), is a Schedule ‘A’, ‘Maharatna’
Public Sector Enterprise of Govt. of India.
●●

It was incorporated on 23rd Oct 1989 under the
Company Act, 1956.
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Internal Security

Vice President visits INS Vikrant
The Vice President, Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu, visited
India’s indigenous aircraft carrier, INS Vikrant in
Kochi. Calling the carrier a ‘great icon for our drive
towards AtmaNirbhar Bharat’, Shri Naidu said the
INS Vikrant is a realisation of the nation's dream of
an indigenous carrier.

About INS Vikrant
●●

●●

INS Vikrant is a 40,000-tonne aircraft carrier,
the largest and most complex warship to be
built in India.
The warship has been built at a cost of around
Rs. 23,000 crore and its construction propelled
India into a select group of countries having
capabilities to build state-of-the-art aircraft
carriers.

●●

The warship will operate MiG-29K fighter
jets, Kamov-31 helicopters, MH-60R multi-role
helicopters.

●●

It has over 2,300 compartments, designed for a
crew of around 1,700 people.

●●

Vikrant has a top speed of around 28 knots and
a cruising speed of 18 knots with an endurance

of about 7,500 nautical miles.
●●

The air craft carrier is 262 metres long, 62
metres wide and it has a height of 59 metres.

●●

The warship has been built by Cochin Shipyard
Limited (CSL) and its construction began in
2009.

About Cochin Shipyard Limited
●●

Cochin Shipyard was incorporated in the year
1972 as a fully owned Govt. of India company
under the Ministry of Shipping.
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●●

In the last three decades the company has
emerged as a forerunner in the Indian Shipbuilding & Ship repair industry.

●●

The delay is basically because some systems
are to be delivered from Isreal.

●●

This yard can build and repair the largest vessels in India.

●●

By June this year HAL should start flying the
LCA MK-1A configuration.

●●

It can build ships up to 1, 10,000 DWT
(Deadweight Tonnage) and repair ships up to
1, 25,000 DWT.

●●

Once flying starts, it takes about 20 to 24
months of testing. Once that is done, the aircrafts will be ready for deliveries as expected.

●●

CSL has also secured shipbuilding orders
from internationally renowned companies from
Europe & Middle East.

●●

Last February the Defence Ministry had signed
a Rs. 48,000 crore deal with HAL to supply 83
LCA MK-1A to the IAF.

●●

HAL will be delivering the first three aircraft
in 2024 and 16 aircraft per year for subsequent
five years.

Background
●●

Only five or six nations currently have the
capability of manufacturing an aircraft carrier
— India joins this elite club now.

deliver at least 6-8 aircraft (LCA) this year.

LCA-MK2

●●

India’s earlier aircraft carriers were either built
by the British or the Russians.

●●

●●

The INS Vikramaditya, currently the Navy’s
only aircraft carrier that was commissioned in
2013, started out as the Soviet-Russian Admiral
Gorshkov.

The design for LCA MK-2, a much bigger
aircraft, has been frozen and some of the manufacturing activities have started.

●●

The LCA MK-2 features enhanced range
and endurance including Onboard Oxygen
Generation System (OBOGS), which is being
integrated for the first time.

●●

Heavy standoff weapons will also be integrated
on the MK-2.

●●

The MK-2 will be a heavier and much more
capable aircraft than the current LCA variants
with the aircraft 1350mm longer, featuring
canards and can carry a payload of 6,500 kg
compared to 3,500 kg by the LCA.

●●

The country’s two earlier carriers, INS Vikrant
and INS Viraat, were originally the British-built
HMS Hercules and HMS Hermes before being
commissioned into the Navy in 1961 and 1987
respectively.

Source: pib.gov.in, cochinshipyard.in, The Indian
Express

Light Combat Aircraft MK-1A
Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL) expects to
deliver all Light Combat Aircraft (LCA) Tejas in
the Final Operational Clearance (FOC) variant to
the Indian Air Force (IAF) in 2022.
●●

The LCA MK-1A variant, with specific
enhancements, is expected to take flight by
middle of this year.
More about the News
●●

HAL has said that they will be attempting to

INDIAN ARMY CELEBRATES 74TH
ARMY DAY
The Indian Army celebrated its 74th Army Day
today on 15th of January.
The day is commemorated as “Army Day” to
remember the occasion when General (later Field
Marshal) KM Cariappa took over the command of
the Indian Army from General Sir FRR Bucher, the
last British Commander-in-Chief in 1949.
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More About the News
●●

The Indian Army’s theme for the year 2022,
“In Stride with the Future”.

●●

It is an acknowledgement of the increasingly
critical role played by niche and disruptive
technologies in modern warfare.

●●

The Army Day celebrations commenced with
the Wreath Laying ceremony at the National
War Memorial where the three Service Chiefs
paid homage to the bravehearts.

About General KM Cariappa
●●

Field Marshal Kodandera “Kipper” Madappa
Cariappa (28 January 1899 – 15 May 1993)
was the First Indian Commander-in-Chief of the
Indian Army.

●●

He was appointed as the Commander-in-Chief
of the Indian Military in 1949.

●●

He led the Indian forces on the Western Front
during the Indo-Pakistan War of 1947.

●●

He is one of the two Indian Army officers to
hold the highest rank of Field Marshal (the
other being Field Marshal Sam Manekshaw).

●●

K. M Cariappa saw action in Iraq, Syria and
Iran from 1941-1942 and then in Burma in
1943-1944 and became the first Indian Officer
to be given command of a unit in 1942.

●●

Post-retirement from Indian Army in 1953, he
served as India’s High Commissioner to Australia and New Zealand.

●●

He was awarded the ‘Order of the Chief Commander of the Legion of Merit’ by American
President, Harry S. Truman.

●●

The Government of India conferred the rank of
Field Marshal on Cariappa in 1983.

●●

Source: pib.gov.in and aviantion-defence-universe.com
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Miscellaneous

Atal Rankings of Institutions on
Innovation Achievements (ARIIA)
●●

●●

●●

Atal Rankings of Institutions on Innovation
Achievements (ARIIA), 2021 was virtually
announced by the Minister of State for Education.
The methodology designed to calculate ARIIA
metrics considers all major parameters/ indicators used globally to rank education institutions
for innovation output.

About NDMC
Incorporated in 1958 as a Government of India
fully owned public enterprise, NMDC is under the
administrative control of the Ministry of Steel.
●●

Since inception NDMC has been involved in the
exploration of wide range of minerals including
iron ore, copper, rock phosphate, lime stone,
dolomite, gypsum, etc.

●●

NMDC is India's single largest iron ore producer, presently producing about 35 million
tonnes of iron ore from 3 fully mechanized
mines viz.:

Indian Institute of Technology-Madras got the
first rank under the Central University and
Institute of National Importance category.

Institute of Mathematical Sciences

♦♦ Bailadila
State)

The Institute of Mathematical Sciences (IMSc) has
celebrated its 60th anniversary on 3rd January.

♦♦ Bailadila Deposit-5, 10/11A (Chhattisgarh
State) and

About the institute

♦♦ Donimalai Iron Ore Mines (Karnataka
State).

●●

It was founded by Alladi Ramakrishnan in 1962.

●●

It is an autonomous national institution for fundamental research in the areas of Theoretical
Physics, Mathematics, Theoretical Computer
Science, and Computational Biology.

●●

IMSc is located in South Chennai, in the
Adyar-Taramani area.

●●

It is funded mainly by the Department of
Atomic Energy.

●●

The institute operates the Kabru supercomputer.

NMDC Iron Ore Mines
Union Minister of Steel laid the foundation stone for
a 7.0 MTPA (Million Tonnes PerAnnm) Screening
and Beneficiation Plant at NMDC’s Donimalai Iron
Ore Mine in Karnataka.
●●

The Steel Minister reviewed operations at the
Donimalai and Kumaraswamy iron ore mines
and the NMDC Pellet Plant on his visit.

Deposit-14/11C,

(Chhattisgarh

Pravasi Bharatiya Diwas
The Prime Minister greeted everyone, especially the
Indian diaspora on PravasiBharatiyaDiwas.
About Pravasi Bharatiya Divas
PravasiBharatiya Divas is celebrated once in every
two years to strengthen the engagement of the
overseas Indian community with the Government
of India and reconnect them with their roots.
●●

The theme of 16th PBD Convention (2021) was
"Contributing to Aatmanirbhar Bharat" which
was held virtually in New Delhi.

●●

The diwas is celebrated on 9th January because
it was on this day in 1915 that Mahatma Gandhi, the greatest Pravasi, returned to India from
South Africa.

●●

On this day, PravasiBharatiyaSamman Awards
are conferred to select Indian diaspora members
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to recognize their achievements and honor their
contributions to various fields both in India and
abroad.

Memorandum of Understanding between
India and Turkmenistan
The Union Cabinet has approved the signing of
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between
India and Turkmenistan on Cooperation in the field
of Disaster Management.
●●

The MoU seeks to put in place a system,
whereby both India and Turkmenistan will be
benefited from the Disaster Management mechanisms of each other.

It will help in strengthening the areas of preparedness, response and capacity building in the
field of Disaster Management.
More about the MOU:

India and UK Launch FTA
Free Trade Agreement negotiations between United
Kingdom and India was recently launched.
The FTA is expected to facilitate the target of
doubling bilateral trade between India and United
Kingdom by 2030.
More about the News
●●

FTA with UK is expected to provide certainty,
predictability and transparency and will create
a more liberal, facilitative and competitive
services regime.

●●

FTA is also expected to increase our exports in
Leather, Textile, Jewellery and processed Agri
products.

●●

The Mutual Recognition Agreements (MRAs)
on Pharma is also expected to provide additional market access.

●●

There is also great potential for increasing
exports in service sectors like IT/ITES, Nursing, education, healthcare, including AYUSH
and audio-visual services.

●●

The MOU seeks to bring cooperation in the following areas:
●●

Monitoring and forecasting emergencies and
assessment of their consequences.

●●

Exchange of experts and experiences in disaster
management.

●●

Providing assistance, as mutually agreed, in
emergency response.

Note:At present, India has signed a Memorandum
of Cooperation in the field of Disaster Management
with Switzerland, Russian, SAARC, Germany,
Japan, Tajikistan, Mongolia, Bangladesh and Italy.

RythuBandhu
The total funds disbursed under RythuBandhu,
the Telanganagovernment’s direct benefit transfer
scheme for farmers, will soon touch Rs 50,000 crore
in the coming days.
●●

RythuBandhu is a scheme under which the
state government extends financial support to
land-owning farmers at the beginning of the
crop season through direct benefit transfer so
that they can take care of the initial investment
needs and do not fall into a debt trap.

●●

Each farmer gets Rs 5,000 per acre per crop
seasonwithout any ceiling on the number of
acres held.

●●

It has no provisions for landless or tenant
farmers.

27th National Annual Conference of
Sahodaya School Complexes
The 27th National Annual Conference of Sahodaya
School Complexes was organised by CBSE and
hosted by the SahodayaSamiti Gwalior.
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About Sahodaya School Complexes

●●

The idea of Sahodaya Schools complexes was first
mooted by the Education Commission,1966.
●●

●●

●●

●●

It was the National policy on Education, 1966
which reiterated in strong words the need for
promoting school complexes for meeting the
quality of education.

♦♦ Educative Management
♦♦ Evaluation
♦♦ Human Resource Mobilization

This set the tone for bringing the schools
together and networking them for healthy
interaction among themselves
In 1987, CBSE brought out a publication titled,
“Freedom to learn and freedom to grow through
Sahodaya School Complexes” (SSCs).
The publication characterized “SSCs” as a
voluntary association of schools, who through
mutual choices, have agreed to come together
for a systematic and system-wide renewal of
the total educational process.

In other words as “Sahodaya” signifies rising
together, it identified six areas, to begin with,
for collaboration amongst schools of its complex:

♦♦ Value-Oriented School Climate
♦♦ Professional Growth of Teachers
♦♦ Vocationalisation of Education.
●●

At present, there are 260 such complexeswhich
are active throughout the country, and share and
care for each other; particularly those which are
in close physical proximity.
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