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ART AND CULTURE
GURU NANAK’S BIRTH ANNIVERSARY AS ‘WORLD PEDESTRIAN DAY’
Why in News
 In a meeting with state transport Punjab Police’s
ADGP (traffic) proposed that the birth anniversary
(Gurpurab) of Sikhism founder Guru Nanak Dev be
declared as ‘World Pedestrian Day’.
Important Points
 A written proposal in this regard may be sent to the
Union Ministry of Road Transport and Highways
soon.
 The proposal further makes request with the Government of India to later
take up the matter with the United Nations to get Gurpurab declared as ‘World
Pedestrian Day’ to spread awareness on road safety.
 The idea is to spread awareness on road safety for pedestrians by introducing
Guru Nanak Dev’s own life as an inspiration.
 Punjab Police had earlier dedicated Guru Nanak’s 550th birth anniversary year
in 2019 to ‘Pedestrian Safety’.
About Guru Nanak Dev
 Guru Nanak (1469–1539 CE) was born in a village called Talwandi, about 40
miles from Lahore in what today is Pakistan.
 To spread the message of oneness Guru Nanak Dev, travelled far and wide
during the 15th and 16th centuries.
 From Mecca to Haridwar, from Sylhet to Mount Kailash, Guru Nanak visited
hundreds of interfaith sites related to Hinduism, Islam, Buddhism, and Jainism.
 Later his travels were documented in texts called ‘janamsakhis’.
 It is believed that Guru Nanak Dev, along with his companion Bhai Mardana,
undertook most part of his journeys on foot.
 The founder of Sikhism, made walking an integral part of the “Sikh culture”.
Each gurdwara now has “parikrama”.
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ADI GURU SHANKARACHARYA STATUE AT KEDARNATH
Why in News
 A 12-foot statue of AdiShankaracharya has been
unveiled at Kedarnath, where the acharya is believed
to have attained samadhi at the age of 32 in the ninth
century.
About Adi Guru Shankaracharya
 AdiShankara is said to have been born in Kaladi
village on the bank of the Periyar, the largest river in
Kerala.
 He left home very early in search of learning and to become a sanyasin.
 In a lifespan of just 32 years, he is said to have visited all the important spiritual
centres of the time.
 AdiShankara is generally identified as the author of 116 works — among them
the celebrated commentaries (bhashyas) on 10 Upanishads, the Brahmasutra
and the Gita.
 Sri AdiShankaracharya is arguably the most important philosopher in the
history of Advaita Vedanta. It is Shankaracharya’s interpretation of the source
texts of Vedanta that lays the foundation for classical Advaita.
Guru Nanak Dev Jayanti
 Guru Nanak Dev Ji Jayanti, also known as Guru Nanak Dev Ji Gurpurab or
Guru Nanak’s Prakash Utsav, celebrates the birth of the first Sikh guru, Guru
Nanak.
History and Significance
 Guru Nanak Dev is known for his connection to God through prayer and his
teachings didn’t encourage sacrifices. His written compositions were
included in the AdiGranth compiled by the fifth Sikh Guru Arjan Dev (15631606).
 It is known as Guru Granth Sahib after the additions made by the 10th guru
GuruGobind Singh (1666-1708).
 The idea behind the book is the belief that the creator of the universe is one.
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RANI GAIDINLIU
 Union Home Minister Amit Shah on Monday
virtually laid the foundation stone for the ‘Rani
Gaidinliu Tribal Freedom Fighters Museum’ in
Manipur’s Tamenglong district.
 A spiritual and political leader, Rani Gaidinliu, of the
Rongmei tribe, was born on January 26, 1915 at
Tamenglong District of Manipur.
 At 13, she became associated with freedom fighter
and religious leader, HaipouJadonang, and became
his lieutenant inhissocial, religious and political
movement.
 Jadonang, who was also a Rongmei, started the ‘Heraka movement’, based on
ancestral Naga religion, and envisioned an independent Naga kingdom (or
Naga-Raja).
 Rani started a serious revolt against the British and was eventually imprisoned
for life. She was released after 14 years, in 1947.
 Acknowledging her role in the struggle against the British, Jawaharlal Nehru
called her the “Daughter of the Hills” and gave her the title “Rani” or queen.
BIRSA MUNDA
Why in news?
 Birth anniversary of Birsa Munda was observed
on November 15th.
 He was an Indian tribal freedom fighter, religious
leader, and folk hero who belonged to
the Munda tribe and spearheaded a tribal
religious movement that arose in the Bengal
Presidency.
 He was also known as DhartiAaba.
Birsait
 Being aware of British intention and conversion of tribals to Christianity, he
started Birsait.
 Members of the Munda and Oraon community joined the Birsait sect and it
turned into a challenge to British conversion activities.
www.upscconnect.com
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Munda rebellion
 Also known as Ulughan or the 'Great Tumult' movement.
 Time period: 1899-1900
 Place: Ranchi and neighbouring tribal areas.
Whom were they fighting?
 The land policies of the British were destroying their traditional land system.
 Hindu landlords and moneylenders were taking over their land.
 Missionaries were criticising their traditional culture.
 Munda used traditional symbols and language to rouse people, urging them to
destroy “Ravana” (dikus/outsiders and the Europeans) and establish a
kingdom under his leadership.
 Nature of warfare : Guerilla
 Birsa was captured in 1990 and died of cholera. After his death the movement
fade away.
Significance of the movement
 In 1908, the colonial government introduced the Chotanagpur Tenancy Act
(CNT), which prohibits the transfer of tribal land to non-tribals.
 The protesting capacity of Tribals against the landlords and British forces was
recognized.
UNESCO CREATIVE CITIES NETWORK (UCCN)
 The United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization (UNESCO) designated
Srinagar as a part of UNESCO Creative Cities
Network (UCCN).
 After Mumbai, Chennai, Hyderabad, Varanasi
and Jaipur, Srinagar is the sixth Indian city to
achieve this distinction.
 UNESCO designates the creative cities in seven
fields — Craft, Folk Art, Media Arts, Film Design, Gastronomy, Literature and
Music. The Srinagar city has been designated the creative city in the field of
Crafts and Folk Arts — only second city in India in this category after Jaipur.
 Mumbai has been honoured in the film category, Chennai and Varanasi have
been made part of UCCN for their music.
www.upscconnect.com
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 Hyderabad is a UCCN city in the gastronomy category.
 The UNESCO Creative Cities Network is a project launched by UNESCO in
2004.
 Aim: to “promote cooperation among cities which recognized creativity as a
strategic factor in their urban development”
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POLITY AND GOVERNANCE
REGISTRATION OF BIRTHS AND DEATHS ACT, 1969- AMENDMENTS
PROPOSED
Why in News
 Office memorandum was released by the
Central Government proposing an amendment
to the Registration of Births and Deaths Act
enacted in 1969.
Important Points
 The Office of Registrar General, India (ORGI), under the Ministry of Home
Affairs initiated the amendments.
 Registration of Births and Deaths in India is mandatory with the enactment of
Registration of Births and Deaths (RBD), Act 1969.
 At present, local registrars appointed by the State Govt. are responsible for
registration of births and deaths.
 The amendment proposes that the Chief Registrar (appointed by the States)
would maintain a unified database at the State level and integrate it with the
data at the “national level,” maintained by the Registrar General of India (RGI).
 The database once prepared may be used to
 Update the National Population Register (NPR) and the electoral register, and
Aadhaar, ration card, passport and driving licence databases.
 Another proposed change is the appointment of “Special Sub-Registrars, in
the event of a disaster.
What is NPR?
 The National Population Register (NPR) is a Register of usual residents of the
country.
 It is being prepared at the local (Village/sub-Town), sub-District, District,
State and National level under provisions of the Citizenship Act 1955 and the
Citizenship (Registration of Citizens and issue of National Identity Cards)
Rules, 2003.
 It is mandatory for every usual resident of India to register in the NPR.
 A usual resident is defined for the purposes of NPR as a person who has
resided in a local area for the past 6 months or more or a person who intends
to reside in that area for the next 6 months or more.
www.upscconnect.com
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 The objective of the NPR is to create a comprehensive identity database of
every usual resident in the country.
 The database would contain demographic as well as biometric particulars.
 The data for National Population Register was collected in 2010 along with the
house listing phase of Census of India 2011.
 The updation of this data was done during 2015 by conducting door to door
survey.
MOU BETWEEN CAG OF INDIA AND AG OF MALDIVES
Why in News
 The Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG) of
India and the Auditor General’s (AG) Office of
the Maldives signed a Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU).
 Important Points
 The goal is to enhance the professional capacity
of both the institutions and improve their
methodologies in the field of public audit.
 The parties also agreed to conduct training programmes in their respective
countries for their staff on a need basis.
 The institutional relationship between the Office of Comptroller and Auditor
General of India and the Auditor General’s Office of the Maldives was formally
established in 2008 with the signing of an MOU between the two institutions.
KHASI INHERITANCE BILL
Why in News
 A district autonomous council in Meghalaya
announced that it would introduce the ‘Khasi
Inheritance of Property Bill, 2021, aimed at
“equitable distribution” of parental property
among siblings in the Khasi community.
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Important Points
 If implemented, the proposed Bill would modify an age-old customary
practice of inheritance of the matrilineal Khasi tribe.
 Bill does not makes it mandatory for all children to get parental property rather
Parents now have the option of writing a will to decide who gets what, if they
wish. Earlier, According to the customs of the matrilineal Khasi society —
which traces inheritance and descent through the mother’s clan — the
youngest daughter (khatduh) of the family is bequeathed the full share of the
ancestral (or the clan’s) property, becoming the ‘custodian’ of the land.
 The Bill stipulates that even if the property is distributed through a will, it
should happen on the condition that the youngest daughter inherits the house
of the deceased parent.
 The Bill also adds that any Khasi woman, or a child of a Khasi woman, who
marries outside the community, as well as those who marry against parental
consent will lose inheritance rights.
 If passed by the district council, the Bill will be sent to the Governor. However,
it is subject to the approval of the state legislature, which has the final right of
passing a law as per the provisions of the Sixth Schedule of the Constitution,
under which the autonomous KHADC falls.
Speaker’s Powers
 The All-India Presiding Officers’ Conference (AIPOC) ended recently with the
delegates failing to reach a consensus on whether the Speaker’s powers
under the Anti-Defection Law should be limited.
 C.P. Joshi committee was formed in 2019 to examine the role of the Speaker
in cases of disqualification on grounds of defection under the Tenth Schedule
of the Constitution.
 The committee recommended that political party should also have power to
disqualify the members under anti-defection, currently the power to
disqualify under anti-defection law lies with the Speaker only.
Anti-Defection Law
 The anti-defection law punishes individual MPs/MLAs for leaving one party for
another. Parliament added it to the Constitution as the Tenth Schedule in 1985.
 It was a response to the toppling of multiple state governments by partyhopping MLAs after the general elections of 1967.
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Provisions of the 10th Schedule: Grounds for Defection
 If an elected member gives up his membership of a political party voluntarily
 In case the member of the party votes or abstains from voting in the House,
contrary to any direction issued by his political party.
 In case any independently elected member joins any other party
 In case any nominated member joins any political party after the end of 6
months. The decision on disqualification questions on the ground of defection
is referred to the Speaker or the Chairman of the House, and his/her decision
is final.
 Proceedings related to disqualification under the 10th Schedule are
considered to be proceedings in Parliament or the Legislature of a state
depending on the case
Exceptions: Anti-Defection Law
 The law however does not bind the legislators to their political parties forever.
 This law allows the party to merge with another in case 2/3 members agree to
this merger. None of the members faces defection charges in such a case.
 If a person was elected as chairman or speaker and had to resign from his
party because of that- he/she can rejoin the party if they leave that post.
Judicial review
 Initially, the law had stated that the Presiding officer is not subject to any
judicial review.
 This was struck down by the Supreme Court in 1992.
 It was also stated that there would be no intervention until the Presiding
officer gave his order.
 PESA Act: - It is the silver jubilee year of the Panchayat (Extension to the
Scheduled Areas) Act, 1996 that was passed by the Parliament to empower
people living in the fifth schedule areas.
What is the PESA Act, 1996?
 It was based on the Bhuria Committee recommendations.
 The Panchayat (Extension of the Scheduled Areas) Act, 1996 or PESA, was
enacted by the Centre to ensure self-governance through gram sabhas
(village assemblies) for people living in scheduled areas.
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 It legally recognizes the right of tribal communities, residents of the scheduled
areas, to govern themselves through their own systems of self-government,
and also acknowledges their traditional rights over natural resources.
 PESA empowers gram sabhas to play a key role in approving development
plans and controlling all social sectors which includes the processes and
personnel who implement policies, exercising control over minor (non-timber)
forest resources, minor water bodies and minor minerals, managing local
markets, preventing land alienation and regulating intoxicants among other
things.
Issues related to PESA
 The act has been implemented partially only as states are required to make
laws for scheduled area in consonance with the center.
 Lack of clarity, legal infirmity, bureaucratic apathy, absence of a political will,
resistance to change in the hierarchy of power.
SUMMIT FOR DEMOCRACY
 Prime Minister Narendra Modi has been invited to the 'Summit for
Democracy'convened by US President Joe Biden next month and he is likely
to participate in the virtual meet.
 It will bring together leaders from government, civil society, and the private
sector to set forth an affirmative agenda for democratic renewal and to tackle
the greatest threats faced by democracies today through collective action.
 The summit will offer an opportunity to listen, learn, and engage with a diverse
range of actors whose support and commitment is critical for global
democratic renewal.
 Themes: “Defending against authoritarianism”, “Addressing and fighting
corruption”, and “Advancing respect for human rights”.
Registration of political parties
 The Election Commission has received an application from Captain Amarinder
Singh for registration of his new political outfit called Punjab Lok Congress
Party under section 29A of the Representation of the People Act, 1951.

www.upscconnect.com
9899781744, 8851330108

12

Registering a Political Party
 Any party seeking registration has to submit an application to the Election
Commission within a period of 30 days following the date of its formation as
per guidelines prescribed by the Commission in exercise of the powers
conferred by Article 324 of the Constitution of India and Section 29A of the
Representation of the People Act, 1951.
 The registration of all political parties is governed by the provisions of Section
29A of the Representation of the People Act, 1951.
Why registering with the EC is important?
 It is not mandatory to register with the Election Commission but registering
as a political party with the EC has its advantage in terms of intending to avail
itself of the provisions of the Representation of the People Act, 1951, (relating
to registration of political parties).
 The candidates set up by a political party registered with the EC will get
preference in the matter of allotment of free symbols vis-à-vis purely
independent candidates.
 These registered political parties, over course of time, can get recognition as
a ‘state party’ or a ‘national party’ subject to the fulfilment of the conditions
prescribed by the Commission in the Election Symbols (Reservation and
Allotment) Order, 1968.
How EC recognizes a political party as a state or national party?
 A party would be recognized as a state party only if:
 It has won 3 per cent of seats in the Legislative Assembly of the state (subject
to a minimum of 3 seats) during general elections or Legislative Assembly
elections.
 It has won 1 Lok Sabha seat for every 25 Lok Sabha seats allotted for the state
during Lok Sabha general elections.
 It has polled a minimum of 6 per cent of votes in a state in addition to winning
1 Lok Sabha or 2 Legislative Assembly seats at a general election to Lok Sabha
or Legislative Assembly.
 It has polled 8 per cent of votes in a state at a general election to Lok Sabha or
Legislative Assembly.
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A party would be recognized as a national party only if
 It has won 2 per cent of seats in the Lok Sabha (11 seats) from at least 3
different states.
 It has polled 6 per cent of votes in four states in addition to winning 4 Lok
Sabha seats.
 It has been recognized as a state party in four or more states.
The Global State of Democracy Report, 2021
 The Global State of Democracy Report, 2021 was released by the International
Institute for Democracyand Electoral Assistance (International-IDEA).
Key Points
 The number of countries moving towards authoritarianism in 2020 was higher
than that of countries going in the other direction, towards democracy.
 While 20 countries moved in the direction of authoritarianism, seven countries
moved towards democracy.
 India remained in the category of a mid-level performing democracy as it has
since 2000.
 Many democracies had proved to be resilient to the pandemic.
 The year 2020 was the worst on record, in terms of the number of countries
affected by deepening autocratisation.
 The pandemic has thus had a particularly damaging effect on non-democratic
countries.
WITHDRAWAL OF 'THREE CAPITALS' LAW
 Andhra Pradesh Legislative Assembly on Monday passed a Bill to repeal the
controversial AP Decentralization and Inclusive Development of All Regions
Act, 2020, that was intended to establish three capitals for the state.
Why did the government repeal the 3 capitals Act?
 Over a hundred petitions challenging the government’s move have been filed
before the Andhra Pradesh High Court.
 Farmers of Amaravati, who let the government acquire their lands, wanted
them to stick to the previous plan and build a world-class capital city in the
same location.
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 The Chief Minister promised to introduce a “better” and more
“comprehensive” Bill after plugging the loopholes in the previous one.
Will Andhra Pradesh have only one capital now?
 It is not clear if the government will stick to Amaravati as the sole capital.
Throughout his address, the Chief Minister stressed on the need for
decentralization for equitable development of all regions.
THE ROAD TO DATA PROTECTION LAW
 The Joint Parliamentary Committee (JPP) on
the Personal Data Protection Bill of 2019 is said
to have adopted the final draft. The Bill is slated
to be tabled in the Winter Session.
Why does India need a data protection law?
 Amid the proliferation of computers and the
Internet, consumers have been generating a lot of data, which has allowed
companies to show them personalized advertisements based on their
browsing patterns and other online behavior.
 Companies began to store a lot of these datasets without taking the consent
of the users, and did not take responsibility when the data leaked.
What is said to be in the final draft?
 One of the major changes that the final draft of the PDP Bill is believed to have
pushed for is to include non-personal data within its ambit, which changes the
nature of the Bill from personal data protection to just data protection.
MAHATMA GANDHI NATIONAL RURAL EMPLOYMENT GUARANTEE ACT
(MGNREGA)
 The finance ministry allocated Rs. 10,000 crore
earlier this month as an interim measure for the
rural employment guarantee scheme over and
above the budgetary allocation.
 Enacted on August 25, 2005.
 It aims to guarantee the ‘Right to Work’.
 Implemented by: Gram panchayat.
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 The MGNREGA provides a legal guarantee for 100 days of employment in
every financial year to adult members of any rural household willing to do
public work-related unskilled manual work at the statutory minimum wage.
 The Ministry of Rural Development (MRD), Govt of India is monitoring the
entire implementation of this scheme in association with state governments.
Aim
 Improving the purchasing power of the rural people, primarily semi or unskilled work to people living below poverty line in rural India.
 It attempts to bridge the gap between the rich and poor in the country.
 Women Empowerment: Roughly one-third of the stipulated work force must
be women.
 The following are the eligibility criteria for receiving the benefits under
MGNREGA scheme:
 Must be Citizen of India to seek MGNREGA benefits.
 Job seeker has completed 18 years of age at the time of application.
 The applicant must be part of a local household (i.e. application must be made
with local Gram Panchayat).
 Applicants must volunteer for unskilled labour.
Annual Status of Education Report (ASER) 2021
 Annual Status of Education Report (ASER) 2021 was recently released.
Released by: Pratham foundation
Findings
 Enrollment in Govt. school increased.
 The enrolment rate in private schools went down to 24.4 per cent in 2021, as
compared to 28.8 percent in 2020. The figure stood at 32.5 per cent in 2018.
 40% of the school children are now opting for private tuition classes
compared to 30% in 2018. This proportion has increased across both sexes
and all grades and school types.
 With smartphone availability and access limited, online learning was restricted
to a quarter of students.
 While 92% of children had textbooks for their grade, only one third of them
had access to any other learning resources or support.
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Reasons for enrolment shift
 This shift to government schools could be a result of financial distress, the
closure of affordable private schools and the movement of migrants to rural
areas.
Members of Parliament Local Area Development Scheme (MPLADS)
 The Union Cabinet, chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi, has
approved the restoration and continuation of Member of Parliament Local
Area Development Scheme (MPLADS) during the remaining part of Financial
Year 2021-22 and up to Financial Year 2025-26 co-terminus with the period of
15th Finance Commission.
Details of the Scheme
 The MPLADS is a Central Sector Scheme fully funded by Government of India.
 Objective: To enable MPs to recommend works of developmental nature with
emphasis on the creation of durable community assets in the areas of drinking
water, primary education, public health, sanitation and roads, etc. primarily in
their Constituencies.
 The annual MPLADS fund entitlement per Member of Parliament (MP)
constituency is Rs.5 crore, released in two instalments of Rs.2.5 crore each,
subject to the fulfilment of conditions as per the MPLADS Guidelines.
Recommendation of works
 The Lok Sabha Members can recommend works in their respective
constituencies.
 The elected members of the Rajya Sabha can recommend works anywhere in
the state from which they are elected.
 Nominated members of the Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha may select works for
implementation anywhere in the country.
 General consent for CBI
 The Supreme Court this week expressed concern over a submission by the
CBI that since 2018, around 150 requests for sanction to investigate have been
pending with eight state governments that have withdrawn general consent
to the agency.
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What is general consent?
 The CBI is governed by the Delhi Special Police Establishment (DSPE) Act,
1946, and must mandatorily obtain the consent of the state government
concerned before beginning to investigate a crime in a state.
 The consent of the state government can be either case-specific or general.
 A “general consent” is normally given by states to help the CBI in seamless
investigation of cases of corruption against central government employees in
their states.
 Eight states have currently withdrawn consent to the CBI: Maharashtra,
Punjab, Rajasthan, West Bengal, Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh, Kerala, and
Mizoram.
Central Bureau of Investigation
 Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) is aanti corruption body in the country.
 It looks the matters related to crime and it is also the Interpol agency in India.
 The CBI has its Academy located at Ghaziabad, Uttar Pradesh.
 Non-statuatory and non-constitutional body.
 The establishment of the CBI was recommended by the Santhanam
Committee on Prevention of Corruption (1962–1964).
 It derives its powers from the Delhi Special Police Establishment Act, 1946.
 Motto : "Industry, Impartiality and Integrity"
Structure of C.B.I.
 The CBI is headed by a director, an IPS officer with a rank of Director General
of Police or Commissioner of Police (State). The director is appointed for a
term of two years.
 The amended Delhi Special Police Establishment Act empowers a committee
to appoint the director of CBI.
The committee comprises of the following people:
1. Prime Minister (chairperson)
2. Leader of Opposition
3. Chief Justice of India or a Supreme Court Judge recommended by the
Chief Justice.
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Functions of CBI
 The broad function of the CBI is to investigate:
 Cases of corruption and fraud committed by public servants of all Central
government, Departments, Central Public Sector Undertakings and Central
Financial Institutions.
 Economic crimes, including bank frauds, financial frauds, Import Export &
Foreign Exchange violations, large-scale smuggling of narcotics, antiques,
cultural property and smuggling of other contraband items etc.
 Special Crimes, such as cases of terrorism, bomb blasts, sensational
homicides, kidnapping for ransom and crimes committed by the mafia/the
underworld.
 Privilege motion against Minister
 Congress chief whip in the Rajya Sabha Jairam Ramesh has moved a privilege
motion against Culture Minister G. Kishan Reddy over the appointment of
former MP Tarun Vijay as the Chairperson of the National Monuments
Authority, a post for which, Mr. Ramesh said, Mr. Vijay was not qualified.
What is a privilege motion?
 Parliamentary privileges are certain rights and immunities enjoyed by
members of Parliament, individually and collectively, so that they can
“effectively discharge their functions”.
 When any of these rights and immunities are disregarded, the offence is called
a breach of privilege and is punishable under law of Parliament.
 A notice is moved in the form of a motion by any member of either House
against those being held guilty of breach of privilege.
What is the role of the Speaker/Rajya Sabha Chair?
 The Speaker/RS chairperson is the first level of scrutiny of a privilege motion.
 The Speaker/Chair can decide on the privilege motion himself or herself or
refer it to the privileges committee of Parliament.
 If the Speaker/Chair gives consent under Rule 222, the member concerned is
given an opportunity to make a short statement.
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Five-year terms for CBI and ED chiefs
 President Ram NathKovind promulgated two ordinances that would allow the
Centre to extend the tenures of the directors of the Central Bureau of
Investigation and the Enforcement Directorate from two years to up to five
years.
 The chiefs of the Central agencies currently have a fixed two-year tenure, but
can now be given three annual extensions.
Enforcement Directorate (ED)
 In 1956, Enforcement Directorate (ED) was established.
 Its Headquarters is situated at New Delhi.
 ED is responsible for enforcement of the Foreign Exchange Management Act,
1999 (FEMA), and certain provisions under the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA), 2002.
Functions of the Enforcement Directorate
 ED; investigates suspected violations of the provisions of the FEMA.
 ED collects, develops, and disseminates intelligence information related to
violations of FEMA, 1999. The ED receives intelligence inputs from Central and
State Intelligence agencies, complaints, etc.
 ED has the power to attach the asset of the culprits found guilty of the
violation of FEMA.
 To undertake, search, seizure, arrest, prosecution action, and survey, etc.
against offender of PMLA offence.
 To provide and seek mutual legal assistance to/from respective states in
respect of attachment/confiscation of proceeds of crime and handed over
the transfer of accused persons under the Money Laundering Act.
 To settle cases of violations of the erstwhile FERA, 1973 and FEMA, 1999, and
to decide penalties imposed on the conclusion of settlement proceedings.
 Details about CBI is discussed in another topic in this magazine.
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ORDINANCE
What is an ordinance?
 An ordinance is any law promulgated by the
President in those circumstances when the
Indian parliament is not in session.
What does the constitution say?
 The ordinance making powers of the President are listed in Article 123 of the
Constitution.
 The President has certain law-making powers that aid him to promulgate
ordinances when either of both the Houses of Parliament is not in session
which makes enacting laws in the parliament out of question.
 An Ordinance can be issued on any subject that the Parliament has the power
to legislate on.
 The president’s powers are limited in the same way as the Parliament is.
Limitations of the President’s Power
 The ordinance making power of the executive is limited through the following:
 The legislature is not in session: The President can only promulgate an
Ordinance when either of the two Houses of Parliament is not in session.
 Immediate action is required: The President cannot promulgate an Ordinance
unless he is satisfied that there are circumstances that require taking
‘immediate action’.
 Parliamentary approval during the session: Ordinances must be approved by
Parliament within six weeks of reassembling or they shall cease to
operate. They would also cease to operate in case resolutions disapproving
the Ordinance are passed by both the Houses.
Ordinance making power of Governor
 Governor of an Indian state also have ordinance making power under Article
213 of the constitution.
 Governor cannot promulgate an ordinance in any of the three situations give
below:
 If the ordinance has the provisions which of embodied in a bill would require
president’s sanction.
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 If the ordinance has the provisions which the governor would reserve as a bill
containing them for the president’s sanction.
 If an act of the state legislature has the same provisions that would be invalid
without the assent of the president.
COMPTROLLER AND AUDITOR GENERAL OF INDIA (CAG)
 Prime Minister Narendra Modi will address an event on November 16 to mark
the first Audit Diwas (Audit Day) to highlight the Comptroller and Auditor
General (CAG) of India’s contributions to transparency and good governance.
About CAG
 CAG was established under Article 148 of the Constitution to audit
expenditures of the central as well as state governments.
 It is the statutory body and also conducts a supplementary audit of companies
in which the government has an equity share of 51%.
 The CAG is ranked ninth in the order of precedence and enjoys the same
status as a Supreme Court judge.
Appointment
 The CAG is appointed by the President of India by a warrant under his hand
and seal. He holds office for a period of six years or upto the age of 65 years,
whichever is earlier.
Removal
 CAG can be removed by the President only in accordance with the procedure
mentioned in the Constitution that is the manner same as removal of a
Supreme Court Judge.
Independence of CAG
 There are several provisions in the Constitution for safeguarding the
independence of CAG.
 CAG is appointed by the President by warrant under his hand and seal and
provided with tenure of 6 years or 65 years of age, whichever is earlier.
 CAG can be removed by the President only in accordance with the procedure
mentioned in the Constitution that is the manner same as removal of a
Supreme Court Judge.
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 He is ineligible to hold any office, either under the Government of India or of
any state, once he retires/ resigns as a CAG.
 His salary and other service conditions cannot be varied to his disadvantage
after appointment.
 His administrative powers and the conditions of service of persons serving in
the Indian Audit and Accounts Department are prescribed by the President
only after consulting him.
 The administrative expenses of the office of CAG, including all salaries,
allowances and pensions are charged upon the Consolidated Fund of India
that is not subject to vote.
Functions of CAG
 He audits all transactions of the Central and State Governments related to
debts, deposits, funds, etc.
 He audits the accounts of any other authority when requested by
the President or Governor. For example, local bodies.
 He advises the President with regard to the prescription of the form as to how
the records of Centre and State shall be kept.
 He submits his report relating to the Centre to the President, who then places
it before both houses of Parliament.
 He submits his report relating to State to the Governor, who then places them
before State Legislature.
 He ascertains and certifies the net proceeds of any tax or duty, and his
certificate is final on the matter.
He submits three audit reports to the President
(a) Audit report on appropriation accounts.
(b) Audit report on financial accounts.
(c) Audit report on public undertakings.
WINTER SESSION OF PARLIAMENT
Winter session of Parliament to be held from November 29 to December 23.
Sessions of Parliament
 The power to convene a session of Parliament rests with the government.
 The decision is taken by the Cabinet Committee on Parliamentary Affairs.
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 Which currently comprises nine ministers, including those for Defence, Home,
Finance, and Law.
 The decision of the Committee is formalised by the President, in whose name
MPs are summoned to meet for a session.
 India does not have a fixed parliamentary calendar.
 By convention, Parliament meets for three sessions in a year:
 The Budget Session: starts towards the end of January, and concludes by the
end of April or first week of May.
 Monsoon Session: usually begins in July and finishes in August.
 Winter Session: held from November to December.
What the Constitution says?
 The summoning of Parliament is specified in Article 85 of the Constitution.
 It is based on a provision of The Government of India Act, 1935.
 This provision specified that the central legislature had to be summoned to
meet at least once a year, and that not more than 12 months could elapse
between two sessions.
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ENVIRONMENT & ECOLOGY
MAPPING INDIA’S CLIMATE VULNERABILITY
Why in News
 Environmental think tank Council on Energy, Environment and Water (CEEW)
has carried a first-of-its-kind district-level climate vulnerability assessment in
India.
Important Points
 Climate Vulnerability Index (CVI) has analysed 640 districts in India to assess
their vulnerability to extreme weather events such as cyclones, floods,
heatwaves, droughts, etc.
 A CVI would help to map critical vulnerabilities, and plan strategies to enhance
resilience and adapt by climate-proofing communities, economies and
infrastructure.
 Instead of looking at climate extremes in isolation, the study looks at the
combined risk of hydro-met disasters and their compounded impacts on
vulnerability.
Key Findings
 More than 80 percent of India's population lives in districts highly vulnerable
to extreme hydro-met disasters.
 The southern zone of India is the most vulnerable to extreme climate events.
 59 and 41 per cent of the total districts in the eastern and western zones of
India are highly vulnerable to extreme cyclone events.
 The states located in India's northeast are more vulnerable to floods, while the
states in the southern and central parts are more vulnerable to extreme
droughts.
 Five out of six zones in India, i.e., South, North, North-East, West and Central
have a low adaptive capacity to extreme hydro-met disasters.
 The Eastern Zone has a medium-range adaptive capacity to extreme hydro
met disasters.
 Assam, Andhra Pradesh, Maharashtra, Karnataka and Bihar are highly
vulnerable to extreme climate events such as floods, droughts and cyclones.
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About CEEW
 The Council on Energy, Environment and Water is one of Asia’s leading notfor-profit policy research institutions.
 CEEW uses data, integrated analysis, and strategic outreach to explain – and
change – the use, reuse, and misuse of resources.
CONSERVATION OF INDUS RIVER DOLPHIN
Why in News
 Punjab’s wildlife preservation wing has proposed to
protect Indus River dolphins and also their natural habitat.
Important Points
 The census of the Indus river dolphin is all set to commence
in the winter as part of a project by the Centre.
 At the State level, the Punjab Government has taken the
initiative for conservation of dolphins and its habitat.
 In 2007, a remnant but viable population of Indus dolphins
was discovered in Punjab’s Harike wildlife sanctuary and in the lower Beas
river.
 Punjab’s Department of Forests and Wildlife Preservation in partnership with
WWF-India has been working on the current distribution, habitat use and
population abundance of the mammal.
 The Indus river dolphin was declared the State aquatic animal of Punjab in
2019.
About Indus River Dolphin
 The Indus River dolphin, also known as the “bhulan,” is one of the world’s most
endangered cetaceans.
 They are closely related to the Ganges River dolphin, also known as the “susu.”
 They are only found in the lower parts of the Indus River in Pakistan and in River
Beas, a tributary of the Indus River in Punjab, India.
 Like other freshwater dolphins, the Indus river dolphin is an important
indicator of the health of a river.
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NET ZERO EMISSIONS BY 2070
Why in News
 India will achieve net zero emissions latest by
2070, Prime Minister Narendra Modi said at
the COP26 summit in Glasgow.
Important Points
 India was the only major emitter that hadn't
committed to a timeline to achieve net zero.
 By 2030 India will ensure 50% of its energy will be sourced from renewable
energy sources.
 India will reduce its carbon emissions until 2030 by a billion tonnes.
 India will also reduce its emissions intensity per unit of GDP by less than 45%.
 India would also install 500 Gigawatt of renewable energy by 2030, a 50 GW
increase from its existing targets.
 Achieving net zero by 2050, scientists say, is the world's best shot at keeping
temperatures from rising above 1.5C of Pre Industrial levels.
 China, Russia and Saudi Arabia have committed to be net zero by 2060.
 The United States, the United Kingdom and the European Union have
committed to a 2050 target.
 But only 12 countries have enshrined this commitment in law.
About COP26
 For nearly three decades the UN has been bringing together almost every
country on earth for global climate summits – called COPs – which stands for
‘Conference of the Parties’.
 This year will be the 26th annual summit – giving it the name COP26. With the
UK as President, COP26 takes place in Glasgow.
About COP26 Goals
 Secure global net zero by mid-century and keep 1.5 degrees within reach
 Adapt to protect communities and natural habitats
 Mobilise finance
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About COP
 The Conference of Parties, known as COP, is the decision-making body
responsible for monitoring and reviewing the implementation of the United
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change. It brings together the 197
nations and territories – called Parties – that have signed on to the Framework
Convention. The COP has met annually since 1995.
 The 21st Session of the COP (COP21), held in Paris, France, in December 2015,
was historic in its outcome – the first international climate agreement.
About UNFCCC
 The UNFCCC, signed in 1992 at the United Nations Conference on
Environment and Development, constitutes the foundational climate
agreement.
 The UNFCCC entered into force on Mar. 21, 1994, and has been ratified by 197
countries. The UNFCCC birthed both the Kyoto Protocol and Paris
Agreement.
EXTINCTION RISK FOR LEOPARDS
Why in News
 The leopard (Pantherapardus) faces an 83%
increased risk of extinction in North India due to
roadkill, according to a new international study that
quantifies the threat posed by roads to the survival of
animal populations around the world.
Important Points
 The study has been published in the journal Global Ecology and Biogeography.
 The leopard population of North India is at highest risk among four animal
populations identified as being the most vulnerable to extinction in the next
50 years if observed roadkill levels persist.
 It is followed by the maned wolf and the little spotted cat, both of Brazil, and
the brown hyena of southern Africa. At an 83% increased risk, the study
estimates the time to the North Indian leopard population’s extinction at 33
years. Other populations found highly vulnerable include the lion-tailed
macaque and sloth bear in South India.
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 The study site covered Rajaji National Park and the Haridwar
Conservation area in Uttarakhand for the north Indian leopard population.
About Indian Leopard
 The Indian leopard is also found in Bhutan, Nepal,
and parts of Pakistan.
 It inhabits dry deciduous forests, tropical
rainforests, northernconiferous forests, and
temperate forests.
 In 2015, an estimated 7,910 of the 12,000-14,000
leopards in India lived in and around tiger habitats.
 By 2020, the population in the forested tiger range landscapes was estimated
at 12,172 to 13,535 leopards
 IUCN status: Vulnerable
 Listed in Schedule I of the IndianWildlife (Protection) Act, 1972and included in
Appendix I of CITES.
GLOBAL METHANE PLEDGE
Why in News
 The Global Methane Pledge was launched on at the UN
COP26 climate conference in Glasgow.
Important Points
 Over 90 countries have already signed this pledge,
which is an effort led jointly by the United States and the
European Union.
 One of the central aims of this agreement is to cut down
methane emissions by up to 30 per cent from 2020
levels by the year 2030.
 According to the latest Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change report,
methane accounts for about half of the 1.0 degrees Celsius net rise in global
average temperature since the pre-industrial era.
About Methane
 Methane (CH4) is a hydrocarbon that is a primary component of natural gas.
 Methane is also a greenhouse gas (GHG), so its presence in the atmosphere
affects the earth’s temperature and climate system.
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 Methane is emitted from a variety of anthropogenic (human-influenced) and
natural sources.
 Anthropogenic emission sources include landfills, oil and natural gas systems,
agricultural activities, coal mining, stationary and mobile combustion,
wastewater treatment, and certain industrial processes.
 Methane is the second most abundant anthropogenic GHG after carbon
dioxide (CO2), accounting for about 20 percent of global emissions.
 Methane is more than 25 times as potent as carbon dioxide at trapping heat in
the atmosphere. The concentration of methane in our atmosphere has risen
by about 150% since 1750.
CHANGING COURSE OF HIMALAYAN GLACIERS
 Himalayan glaciers have abruptly changed its main
course and scientists are attributing it to climate
change and tectonic movements.
Key Points from the study
 The abnormal behavior of the glacier suggests that
not only is climate a controlling factor, but tectonics
also plays an important role in glacial catchments.
 The Himalayas is an active mountain range and highly fragile where tectonics
and climate play a critical role.
 The study will help in understanding the glacial-tectonic interaction and
provides key information for future studies.
 Vehicle Scrappage Policy The government is considering a proposal to
provide more tax-related concessions on vehicles that are purchased after
scrapping old vehicles under the recently launched National Automobile
Scrappage Policy.
Vehicle Scrappage Policy
 During her Budget 2021-22 speech, Finance Minister Nirmala
Sithraman announced the Vehicle Scrappage Policy to bring
about transformational reforms in the automobile sector.
 Introduced in Lok Sabha on 18 May 2021 by Union Minister Nitin Gadkari, the
Vehicle Scrappage Policy aims at creating an eco-system to phase out old,
unfit and polluting vehicles.
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Aim of Vehicle Scrappage Policy
 The vehicle scrapping policy is aimed at building an eco-system to phase out
unfit and polluting vehicles in an environmentally friendly and safe manner.
 It further intends to create scrapping infrastructure in the form of Automated
Testing Stations and Registered Vehicle Scrapping Facilities pan India.
Implementation of Vehicle Scrappage policy
 Heavy commercial vehicles will undergo mandatory fitness tests starting 1
April 2023 while the private vehicles will be included in the mandatory fitness
test criteria from 1 June 2024, in a phased manner.
 It is to be noted that private vehicles will be de-registered after 20 years while
commercial vehicles will be de-registered after 15 years, provided they fail to
comply with the fitness requirements.
Vehicle Fitness Test Criteria
 Although vehicle scrapping is voluntary, the policy states that it is mandatory
for all vehicles to undergo fitness tests once their registration cycle is over.
 If a vehicle fails the fitness test, owners will get two more chances to pass,
failing which the vehicle will be mandatorily scrapped as it will not be issued a
renewed registration certificate and an unregistered vehicle is illegal to run on
the road.
 If a vehicle passes the fitness test even if its registration cycle is over, it will
have to undergo fitness tests every five years to continue to run on the road.
Issues with the new policy
 Limited incentive and poor cost economics for trucks.
 Lack of addressable volumes for other segments.
 The potential benefit from scrapping a 15-year-old, entry-level small car will
be Rs. 70,000, whereas its resale value is around Rs. 95,000. That makes
scrapping unattractive.
GM CROPS
 The Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) has released draft
regulations for GM foods.
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Key guidelines
 All food products having individual Genetically Engineered (GE) ingredient
one per cent or more shall be labelled -Contains GMO/Ingredients derived
from GMO.
 Food companies cannot manufacture or sell any food products or food
ingredients derived from genetically modified organisms (GMOs) without
prior approval.
 Genetically Modified Organisms or Genetically Engineered Organisms “shall
not be used as an ingredient” in infant food products.
What are GM crops?
 Genetically modified crops (GM crops) are crops who’s DNA of has been
modified using genetic engineering methods.
 BT cotton is the only GM crop allowed in India.
 Genes from the soil bacterium Bacillus thuringiensis is used to modify its
genes. It saves the crop common pest pink bollworm.
 Apart from BT cotton, research is going on BT Brinjal and DMH-11 Mustard.
Regulation in India
 Genetic Engineering Appraisal Committee (GEAC) is the apex body which
gives license for commercial use of GM crops.
 GEAC works under Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change
(MoEF-CC)
 GEAC also was responsible for checking percentage of Genetically Modified
Organisms (GMO) in imported crops but now FSSAI looks after it.
 FSSAI allows 1% GMO in the imported crops.
 Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI):
 It is an autonomous statutory body working under Ministry of health and family
Welfare.
 HQ- New Delhi.
Benefits of GM crops
 It makes the crops pest and herb resistant.
 Crop can be made water efficient and survive in harsh weather.
 Productivity is increased.
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Problems
 GM crops can wipe out indigenous crops as well important herbs and effect
the food chain.
 GM crops are resistant to some antibiotics which can reduce the effect of
medicine we take.
 There is an ethical issue raised by activist for modifying the genes of
organisms.
Way forward
 GM crops helps in increasing the productivity and consequently farmers
income. So, with proper research in the field and by tackling the threats of GM
crops, it can be beneficial.
ATMOSPHERE & CLIMATE RESEARCH-MODELLING OBSERVING SYSTEMS
& SERVICES (ACROSS)
 The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs chaired by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on November 24, 2021, approved for continuing the umbrella
scheme ‘Atmosphere & Climate Research-Modelling Observing Systems &
Services (ACROSS)’.
 The continuation of ‘Atmosphere & Climate Research-Modelling Observing
Systems & Services (ACROSS)’ scheme during 2021-26 will offer improved
weather, climate, ocean forecast and services, and other natural hazards
related services.
 Implementing Ministry: The ACROSS scheme comprises eight sub-schemes
which are being implemented by the units of the Earth Sciences Ministry.
What is ACROSS scheme?
 The Atmosphere & Climate Research-Modelling Observing Systems &
Services (ACROSS) scheme comprises the atmospheric science programs of
the Ministry of Earth Sciences. The scheme aims at addressing different
aspects of weather and climate services.
 The ACROSS scheme will ensure benefits to the end-user through various
services such as agro-meteorological services, public weather services,
environmental monitoring services, aviation services, climate services, hydrometeorological services, power generation, tourism, pilgrimage, sports and
adventure, water management, etc.
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LANDRACES
 RahibaiPopere's Padma Shri is a recognition of her work that has helped save
hundreds of landraces (wild varieties of commonly grown crops) at the village
level.
 Popularly known as Seedmother.
What is landraces?
 Landraces refer to naturally occurring variants of commonly cultivated crops.
 These are as opposed to commercially grown crops, which are developed by
selective breeding (hybrids) or through genetic engineering to express a
certain trait over others.
Significance
 Amid the threat of climate change, landraces can be beneficial.
 Can withstand high temperature and water deficiency as well.
Way forward
 Landraces can contribute to climate-resilient agriculture;
 Nutritional profiling too can hold the key to fighting deficiencies, as many
landraces are richer in nutrients than commercially grown variants.
 Climate Change Performance Index
 The 17th edition of the Climate Change Performance Index, compiled by
Germanwatch, the New Climate Institute, and the Climate Action Network,
was released.
Key Points
 The first three ranks of the overall rankings were kept empty because no
country had performed well enough in all index categories to achieve an
overall very high rating.
 The first three ranks in the greenhouse gas emissions category, too, were kept
empty.
 India is at number 10 with a score of 69.22. It is a high performer except in the
renewable energy category, in which it is ranked “medium”.
 In terms of greenhouse gas emissions, Sweden, Egypt, Chile and the UK are in
the top 7. India is ranked 10 here, too, with a score of 31.42.
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The CCPI assesses countries’ performance in four categories:
 “GHG Emissions” (40% of overall score).
 “Renewable Energy” (20% of overall score).
 “Energy Use” (20% of overall score).
 “Climate Policy” (20% of overall score).
E-AMRIT PORTAL
 India on November 10, 2021, launched an electric
vehicle awareness web portal called e-Amrit at
the ongoing COP26 Summit in Glasgow, UK.
Aim
 Creating awareness about electric mobility in
India.
 It has been developed as a ‘one-stop site’ for all
the information related to the adoption of
electric vehicles (EVs) in India.
 The web portal will be accessible through different devices such as PCs,
mobile phones, tablets, screen readers.
E-AMRIT portal Features
 Feasibility research on switching to EV: Switch to electric vehicles by offering
insights about electric vehicle technologies, types of electric vehicles,
insurance options, and financing options.
 Knowledge repository on EV: Set up the electric vehicle or associated
enterprise by providing insights on the key initiatives of central and state
governments.
 Tools to calculate EV experience: Assess the benefits of electric vehicles with
uniquely designed tools to determine the users' savings with electric vehicles
compared to petrol/diesel vehicles.
 Information about EV businesses: Get all the information on the Indian electric
vehicle market and industry and the key developments driving the e-mobility
ecosystem forward.
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YAMUNA POLLUTION
 A layer of froth was seen floating over parts of the Yamuna River near
KalindiKunj.
What Causes frothing in the Yamuna?
 The froth is a sign of a polluted river.
 The release of untreated or poorly treated
effluents, including sewage from those parts
of the city that are not connected to the
sewerage network and industrial waste,
could lead to frothing. Specifically,
phosphates in the river form the froth.
How Hazardous is the Froth?
 Foaming due to pollution can result in algae
bloomsand harm aquatic life due to low dissolved oxygen from decomposition
processes.
 Bathing in or ingesting waters where frothing has been caused by pollution
can lead to health hazards like itchy skin and eyes and gastrointestinal
problems.
Solutions to River Pollution
 Setting up new sewage treatment plants such as the coronation plant
 Treat industrial waste and take action against units that do not adhere to the
set norms.
 Cleaning of the city’s major drains.
 Community toilets built in different slum clusters and jhuggis at present, the
waste from all the community toilets in jhuggis is released into storm water
drains as a result of which their sewage is released directly into the river.
 De-silting and rehabilitation of the city’s entire existing sewer network.
About Yamuna River
 The river Yamuna is a major tributary of river Ganges.
 Originates from the Yamunotri glacier near Bandarpoonch peaks in the
Mussoorie range of the lower Himalayas in Uttarkashi district of Uttarakhand.
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 It meets the Ganges at the Sangam in Prayagraj, Uttar Pradesh after flowing
through Uttarakhand, Himachal Pradesh, Haryana and Delhi.
 Tributaries: Chambal, Sindh, Betwa and Ken.
Global Resilience Index Initiative (GRII)
 Ten global organisations with partial funding and in-kind contributions from
the insurance sector and partner institutions have launched a Global
Resilience Index Initiative (GRII) at COP26.
 GRII will provide a globally consistent model for the assessment of resilience
across all sectors and geographies.
 The GRII will be using cross-sector risk modelling experience, including publicprivate partnerships between governments, academia, insurance and
engineering.
 Objective: to address the data emergency that is contributing to the climate
crisis by helping sectors build climate resilience.
 It can play an important role by creating a shared understanding of mounting
physical climate risks.
Among the organisations that have come together to launch GRII are
 United Nations office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNDRR),
 Insurance Development Forum (IDF),
 University of Oxford,
 Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure (CDRI),
 Coalition for Climate Resilient Investment (CCRI) and
 UK Centre for Greening Finance and Investment (CGFI) and
 British risk and insurance advisory company Willis Towers.
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ECONOMY
REVISED PCA FRAMEWORK FOR BANKS
 The RBI issued a revised Prompt Corrective Action (PCA) framework for banks
to enable supervisory intervention at
“appropriate time” and also act as a tool
for effective market discipline.
 The revised PCA framework will be
effective from January 1, 2022.
 Capital, asset quality and leverage will be
the key areas for monitoring in the revised
framework.
 The central bank also stressed that the
PCA framework does not preclude the RBI
from taking any other action as it deems fit at any time, in addition to the
corrective actions prescribed.
 The notification has removed return on assets as an indicator to qualify for
PCA.
 Indicators to be tracked for capital, asset quality and leverage would be
CRAR/Common Equity Tier I Ratio, Net NPA Ratio and Tier I Leverage Ratio.
Other Revised Changes?
 The 2017 notification applied to scheduled commercial banks but excluded
Regional Rural Banks from its purview, while the 2021 version excludes Small
Finance Banks and Payment Banks too.
 The RBI has clearly spelt out that exit from the PCA would be based on four
continuous quarterly results, with one being Audited Annual Financial
Statement.
 The risk threshold 3 has been further refined for capital adequacy conditions.
What is PCA?
 The objective of the PCA framework is to enable supervisory intervention at
appropriate time and require the supervised entity to initiate and implement
remedial measures in a timely manner so as to restore its financial health.
 The PCA framework is also intended to act as a tool for effective market
discipline.
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 The PCA was first notified in December 2002.
 Several banks have been placed under the framework, with their operations
restricted. In 2021, UCO Bank, IDBI Bank and Indian Overseas Bank exited the
framework on improved performance.
 Only Central Bank of India remains under it now.
What curbs do bank face under the PCA?
 Banks move from risk thresholds 1 through 3 with increasing restrictions if
they are unable to arrest deterioration.
 First, banks face curbs on dividend distribution/remittance of profits.
 For foreign banks, promoters are to bring in capital.
 In the second category, banks additionally face curbs on branch expansion.
 In the final category, the bank additionally faces restrictions on capital
expenditure with some exemptions.
 The RBI also has the option of discretionary actions across.
RBI PANEL ON ARCS
Why in News
 To streamline the functioning of asset reconstruction
companies (ARCs), a Reserve Bank panel has come out with
a host of suggestions.
Important Points
 The committee was headed by former RBI Executive
Director Sudarshan Sen.
 It recommended that ARCs should be allowed to participate in the Insolvency
and Bankruptcy Code (IBC) process as a resolution applicant either through a
security receipt (SR) trust or through an AIF (alternative investment fund)
sponsored by them.
 Also, the scope of Section 5 of the SARFAESI Act be expanded to permit ARCs
to acquire financial assets from all regulated entities.
 For accounts above RS. 500 crore, two bank-approved external valuers
should carry out a valuation to determine liquidation value and fair market
value. Also, the final approval of the reserve price should be given by a highlevel committee that has the power to approve the corresponding write-off
of the loan.
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About ARCs
 An asset reconstruction company is a type of financial institution that buys the
debts/NPAs of the bank at a mutually agreed value and attempts to recover
the debts or associated securities by itself.
 The asset reconstruction companies or ARCs are registered under the RBI.
 They are regulated under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial
Assets and Enforcement of Securities Interest Act, 2002 (SARFAESI Act,
2002).
 As per amendment made on the SARFAESI Act in 2016, an ARC should have a
minimum net owned fund of Rs 2 crore.
 The RBI plans to raise this amount to Rs 100 crore by end March 2019.
NHAI INVIT
Why in News
 Two Canadian pension fund houses — Canadian
Pension Plan Investment Board and Ontario
Teachers’ Pension Plan Board — will pick up a 25%
stake each in the maiden Infrastructure Investment
Trust (InvIT) of the National Highways Authority of
India (NHAI).
Important Points
 The units have been issued under the private placement route under SEBI InvIT
Regulations, 2014 at the upper valuation band of Rs 101 per unit.
 The NHAI InvIT will initially hold five stretches with a cumulative length of 389
km.
 The stretches, part of NH-27, NH-44 and NH-48, are spread across Gujarat,
Rajasthan, Karnataka, Maharashtra, Telangana and Andhra Pradesh.
What are InVits?
 Infrastructure investment trusts (InvITs) are innovative vehicles that allow
developers to monetise revenue-generatinginfrastructure assets, while
enabling investors or unit holders to invest in these assets without actually
owning them.
 InvITs enjoy favourable tax treatment, including exemption from dividend
distribution tax and relaxation of capital gains tax.
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 They usually work like mutual funds and are regulated by the Securities and
Exchange Board of India.
EXPORT OF TECHNICAL TEXTILES
Why in News
 Union Minister of Textiles, Commerce & Industry, Consumer Affairs and Food
& Public Distribution said the time has come to target a five times increase in
the export of technical textiles in three years, from the current USD 2 billion to
USD 10 billion.
Important Points
 The government will support production-linked incentives (PLIs) for the textile
sector in states supporting the development and offering affordable
infrastructure for textile manufacturing like cheap land and power.
 Aim is to increase the growth of Technical Textiles to 15-20 per cent range
during next five years.
 India is an aspiring player with USD 40 billion size in this market (8 per cent
share). The biggest players are USA, Western Europe, China and Japan.
What is Technical Textiles?
 Technical Textiles is a high technology sunrise sector which is steadily gaining
ground in India.
 Technical textiles are functional fabrics that have applications across various
industries
including automobiles, civilengineering and construction, agriculture,
healthcare, industrial safety, personal protection etc.
 They are manufactured using natural as well as man-made fibres such as
Nomex, Kevlar, Spandex, Twaron that exhibit enhanced functional properties
such as higher tenacity, excellent insulation, improved thermal resistance etc.
 Based on usage, there are 12technical textile segments; Agrotech,
 Meditech, Buildtech, Mobiltech, Clothtech, Oekotech, Geotech, Packtech,
Hometech, Protech, Indutech and Sportech.
 Technical textile accounts for approximately 13% of India’s total textile and
apparel market and contributes to India’s GDP at 0.7%.
 One such example is- India was entirely import dependent for PPE kits.
 From manufacturing 0 PPE kits in early COVID days, it soon rose to
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manufacturing 2.5 lakh a day becoming the second largest
manufacturer after China.
 Today, India stands to produce around 4.5 lakh PPEs and more than 1.5 crore
masks a day.
 The demand for technical textiles was pegged at $ 165 Billion in the year 2018
and is expected to grow up to $ 220 Billion by 2025, at a CAGR of 4% from
2018-25.
INPUT TAX CREDIT
Why in News
 The Central Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs
(CBIC) has come out with norms on blocking of tax
credit by GST field officers, saying that such
blocking should be on the basis of ‘material
evidence’ and not just out of ‘suspicion.’
Important Points
 CBIC said the commissioner or an officer authorised by it, not below the rank
of assistant commissioner, must form an opinion for blocking of input tax
credit (ITC) only after ‘proper application of mind’ considering all the facts of
the case.
 The norms laid down five specific circumstances in which such credit could be
blocked by a senior tax officer.
 These include invoices on which GST has not been paid by sellers.
What is ITC?
 ITC is a mechanism to avoid cascading of taxes.
 Cascading of taxes, in simple language, is ‘tax on tax’.
 Input credit means at the time of paying tax on output, you can reduce the tax
you have already paid on inputs.
 This mechanism is available to only when you are covered under theGST Act.
 This means that a manufacturer, supplier, agent, e-commerce operator etc.,
registered under GST, are eligible to claim INPUT CREDIT for tax paid by you
on PURCHASES.
 Note: ITC cannot be claimed for personal use or for goods that are exempt.
About CBIC
 Central Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs (erstwhile Central Board of
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Excise & Customs) is a part of the Department of Revenue under the
Ministry of Finance, Government of India.
 It deals with the tasks of formulation of policy concerning levy and collection
of Customs, Central Excise duties, Central Goods & Services Tax and IGST.
 It also works on prevention of smuggling, administration of matters relating to
Customs, Central Excise, Central Goods & Services Tax, IGST and Narcotics
to the extent under CBIC's purview.
 The Board is the administrative authority for its subordinate organizations,
including Custom Houses, Central Excise and Central GST Commissionerates
and the Central Revenues Control Laboratory.
Strategic petroleum reserves (SPR)
 India’s move to release 5 million barrels of oil from its strategic reserves as
part of a coordinated challenge led by the US against the OPEC+ producers’
cartel’s move to curb output.
 Why are these countries releasing oil from strategic reserves?
 It is part of a concerted effort to negate upward pressure on crude prices
from OPEC+ — a 13-country grouping of oil exporters that has been joined
since 2016 by 10 others led by Russia to decide production quotas — keeping
supply below demand, even though the action is largely symbolic in nature.
 India has called for an increase in the supply by OPEC+ at multiple international
forums and in bilateral talks with oil producing countries.
What are India’s strategic petroleum reserves?
 India’s strategic reserves are the effort of a broader plan to build an
emergency stockpile with millions of barrels of crude oil, on the lines of the
reserves that the US and its Western allies set up after the first oil crisis of
1973-74.
 Phase I- underground rock caverns with total storage of 5.33 MMT, or about
38 million barrels of crude oil, have been commissioned at three locations
— Visakhapatnam (1.33 MMT), Mangalore (1.5 MMT), and Padur in Karnataka
(2.5 MMT).
 Under Phase II of the petroleum reserve program, the Government has
approved two additional commercial-cum-strategic facilities at Chandikhol
(Odisha) and Padur (TN) on Public-Private Partnership (PPP) model.
Why are they needed?
 The International Energy Agency (IEA) recommends that all countries hold
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crude oil stocks worth 90 days of imports.
 Crude oil from the reserves are to be released by an empowered
committee constituted by the government, in the event of any supply
disruptions from abroad.
Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC)
 Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries or OPEC is a permanent,
intergovernmental organization that was created in the Conference of
Baghdad in 1960.
 The headquarters of OPEC are in Vienna, Austria.
 The creators included Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia and Venezuela.
 However, currently, the Organization has a total of 13 member countries only
after Ecuador, Indonesia, Qatar and Gabon were suspended.
What is OPEC + or OPEC Plus?
 The non-OPEC countries which export crude oil are termed as OPEC Plus
countries.
Why is OPEC Plus considered to be more influential than OPEC?
 OPEC’s 14 members control 35 percent of global oil
supplies in addition to the 82 percent of proven
reserves.
 The addition of 10 Non-OPEC countries as OPEC+
including various important countries like Russia,
Mexico and Kazakhstan, the share has increased to
55 percent and 90 percent of the holdings
respectively.
 This provides OPEC+ a greater level of influence over the world economy than
OPEC countries.
GREEN BOND
 State Bank of India, the country’s largest
commercial bank, on Monday dual listed its $650
million green bonds simultaneously on the India
International
Exchange
(India
INX)
and
Luxembourg Stock Exchange (LuxSE).

www.upscconnect.com
9899781744, 8851330108

46

What is a Green Bond?
 A green bond is a type of fixed-income instrument that is specifically
earmarked to raise money for climate and environmental projects.
 These bonds are typically asset-linked and backed by the issuing entity's
balance sheet, so they usually carry the same credit rating as their issuers’
other debt obligations.
How Does a Green Bond Work?
 Green bonds work just like any other corporate or government bond.
 Borrowers issue these securities in order to secure financing for projects that
will have a positive environmental impact, such as ecosystem restoration or
reducing pollution.
 Investors who purchase these bonds can expect to make as the bond matures.
In addition, there are often tax benefits for investing in green bonds.
BITCOIN CITY
 El Salvador, the only country to recognise Bitcoin as a legal tender, is planning
to build an entire city based on the largest cryptocurrency Bitcoin.
 El Salvador’s “Bitcoin City” would be funded with the issuance of a $1 billion
Bitcoin Bond.
 The city will be located along the Gulf of Fonseca near a volcano.
PM GatiShakti — National Master Plan:
 Prime Minister launched PM Gati Shakti - National Master Plan for Multi-modal
Connectivity
What is it?
 Essentially a digital platform to bring 16 Ministries including Railways and
Roadways together for integrated planning and coordinated implementation
of infrastructure connectivity projects.
 The multi-modal connectivity will provide integrated and seamless
connectivity for movement of people, goods and services from one mode of
transport to another.
 It will facilitate the last mile connectivity of infrastructure and also reduce
travel time for people.
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Objective
 To reduce logistics cost as logistics costs in India are about 13-14% of GDP as
against about 7-8% of GDP in developed economies.
 To synchronize different departments to increase efficiency and quality of
infrastructure planning for example newly-built roads being dug up by the
water department to lay pipes.
India & ADB Sign $61 Million Loan
 The Central Government and Asian Development Bank (ADB) have signed a
pact worth a $61 million (around Rs 454 crore) loan to fund development
projects in Agartala, Tripura.
 The Agartala City Urban Development Project aligns with the vision of
the Smart City Mission for upgrading urban infrastructure services, improving
livability in Agartala, upgrading road connectivity, making tourist places more
attractive, and installing flood resilient measures.
Asian Development Bank (ADB)
 The Asian Development Bank (ADB) is a
regional development bank established on 19
December 1966.
 It is headquartered in Manila, Philippines.
 It has 68 members. India is a founding member.
49 are from within Asia and the Pacific and 19
outside.
 ADB’s five largest shareholders are Japan and
the United States (each with 15.6% of total shares), the People’s Republic
of China (6.4%), India (6.3%), and Australia (5.8%).
 It aims to promote social and economic development in Asia and the Pacific.
 New RBI initiatives
 Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Friday launched two customer-centric
initiatives of the Reserve Bank of India (RBI):
 The RBI Retail Direct Scheme
 The Integrated Ombudsman Scheme.
 India has opened up the government bond market for retail investors.
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RBI Retail Direct Scheme
 The scheme allows retail investors to buy and sell government securities (GSec) online, both in the primary and secondary markets.
 According to details provided by RBI, these small investors can now invest in
G-Secs by opening a gilt securities account with the RBI.
 The account opened will be called Retail Direct Gilt (RDG) Account.
RBI Integrated Ombudsman Scheme
 This will help in improving the grievance redress mechanism for resolving
customer complaints against RBI’s regulated entities.
 The scheme is based on “One Nation-One Ombudsman” with one portal, one
email, and one address for the customers to lodge their complaints.
 Customers will be able to file complaints, submit documents, track status, and
give feedback through a single email address.
 There will also be a multilingual toll-free number that will provide all relevant
information on grievance redress.
Importance of the schemes
 The move comes at a time when rising inflation adds pressure on the RBI to lift
rates.
 Tighter monetary policy is likely to weaken the demand for bonds, making it
challenging for the government to execute its near-record borrowing
program.
LEADS REPORT 2021
 The Ministry of Commerce and Industry has
released the Logistics Ease Across Different
States (LEADS) Report (Index) 2021.
 The Logistics Ease Across Different States
(LEADS) Index was started in 2018.
 The LEADS Index ranks states on the score of
their logistics services and efficiency that
are indicative of economic growth.
 The LEADS 2021 survey was conducted
between May to August 2021 that included
21 indicators, 17 perception indicators, and 4 objective indicators:
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availability of logistics infrastructure,
timeliness,
the competitiveness of pricing,
services

Key points
 Gujarat ranked 1st among 21 states on the national logistics index 2021 chart
for its ‘well-developed infrastructure and services driven by a responsive
government’. Haryana, Punjab, Tamil Nadu, Maharashtra among Top 5 in
LEADS 2021 Index.
 The logistics cost are around 13 to 14 per cent of the GDP.
 Logistics are key to bringing ease and empowerment to businesses, the
LEADS 2021 recommendations can aid India in bringing logistics costs down
by 5 per cent in the next 5 years.
 Rather than just absolute improvement in one state, improvement in logistics
across all states will be a force multiplier for the entire logistics ecosystem.
PRADHAN MANTRI GRAM SADAKYOJANA (PMGSY)
 The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs
chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi
today gave its approval to the proposals of
Department of Rural Development, Ministry of Rural
Development for continuation of Pradhan Mantri
Gram SadakYojana-I and II upto September, 2022
for completion of balance road and bridge works.
PMGSY-I
 PMGSY-I was launched in the year 2000 to provide connectivity to eligible
unconnected habitations of 500+ in plain areas and 250+ in North-East and
Himalayan states as per census, 2001.
 The Scheme also included component of upgradation of existing rural roads
for those districts where all the eligible habitations had been saturated.
 In the year 2013, it was decided to also cover habitations of population size
100-249 as per census, 2001 in the Left wing Extremism Affected blocks
identified by the Ministry of Home Affairs.
 A total of 6,45,627 Km road length and 7,523 bridges have been sanctioned
under PMGSY-I, of which only 20,950 Km road length and 1,974 bridges are
balance as on 15th November, 2021.
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PMGSY-II
 PMGSY-II, which was approved by the Cabinet in May, 2013, envisaged
consolidation of 50,000 Km of existing rural road network.
 All the proposals of states/UTs have been sanctioned.
 Out of total 49,885 Km and 765 bridges sanctioned under the scheme, only
4,240 Km road length and 254 bridges are balance.
 Majority of the pending projects are in North-East & Himalayan states/UTs as
also in the State of Bihar.
 CCEA approved extension upto March, 2020, on 9th August, 2018.
 All pending projects are targeted for completion within the proposed
extended period, i.e. upto September, 2022.
BHUMI SAMVAAD
 Union Minister for Rural Development and Panchayati Raj Giriraj Singh
inaugurated 'Bhumi Samvaad' - National Workshop on Digital India Land
Record Modernisation Programme (DILRMP).
 National Workshop On DILRMP Inaugurated
 The said workshop was inaugurated by Rural Development and Panchayati Raj
Minister Giriraj Singh.
 He also launched the "National Common Document Registration System
(NGDRS) Portal and Dashboard on the occasion.
 NGDRS is actually an in-house advanced software application for
registration. The system is configurable and adapted to state-specific
requirements in India.
Highlights of the National Workshop on DILRMP
 A workshop was organized to promote the National Land Records
Modernization Program.
 This workshop will enable the states to share best practices with each other
and learn about the latest software developments in the field.
Unique Land Parcel Identification Number (ULPIN)
 The Unique Land Parcel Identification Number (ULPIN) is similar to the
Aadhaar number of different land blocks across the country.
 In this unique system a unique ID will be generated based on the geocoordinate of the plot concerned.
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 Unique IDs have been given to these plots.
 This system has been implemented in 13 states and it has been pilot tested in
other 06 states.
 The said department wants to complete the process of allotting unique IDs in
the entire country by the end of the financial year 2021-22.
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SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY
PNEUMOCOCCAL CONJUGATE VACCINE DRIVE
Why in News
 Health Ministry launched a nationwide expansion
of Pneumococcal 13-valent Conjugate Vaccine
(PCV) under the Universal Immunisation
Programme
(UIP)
as
a
part
of
‘AzadikaAmritMahotsav’.
Impotant Points
 It was for the first time in the country that PCV
would be available for universal use.
 Pneumonia caused by pneumococcus is the most common cause of severe
pneumonia in children.
 Around 16% of deaths in children occur due to pneumonia in India.
 The nationwide roll-out of PCV will reduce child mortality by around 60%.
About Pneumococcal disease
 Pneumococcal disease refers to any illness caused by pneumococcal bacteria.
 These bacteria can cause many types of illnesses, including pneumonia, which
is an infection of the lungs. PCV13 protects against 13 types of bacteria that
cause pneumococcal disease.
About UIP
 Immunization Programme in India was introduced in 1978 as ‘Expanded
Programme of Immunization’ (EPI) by the Ministry of Health and Family
Welfare.
 In 1985, the programme was modified as ‘Universal Immunization Programme’
(UIP) to be implemented in phased manner to cover all districts in the country
by 1989-90.
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INDIAN SARS-COV-2 CONSORTIUM ON GENOMICS (INSACOG)
Why in News
 INSACOG has been doing Genomic
surveillance of the SARS-COV-2 virus across
the nation, aiding our understanding of how
the virus spreads and evolves.
Important Points
Indian
SARS-CoV-2
Genomics
 The
Consortium (INSACOG) is jointly initiated by the Union Health Ministry of
Health, and Department of Biotechnology (DBT) along with ICMR and CSIR.
 It is a consortium of 28 National Laboratories to monitor the genomic
variations in the SARS-CoV-2.
 The network carries out whole genome sequencing of SARS-CoV-2 virus
across the nation, aiding the understanding of how the virus spreads and
evolves, and provide information to aid public health response.
What is Genome Sequencing?
 The genome, or genetic material, of an organism (bacteria, virus, potato,
human) is made up of DNA.
 Each organism has a unique DNA sequence which is composed of bases (A, T,
C, and G).
 If you know the sequence of the bases in an organism, you have identified its
unique DNA fingerprint, or pattern.
 Determining the order of bases is called sequencing.
DENGUE RISING IN PUNJAB
Why in News
 Punjab has been witnessing the unprecedented
rise in dengue cases this year and the state has
already witnessed a case count of nearly 14
thousand.
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Important Points
 The cases started rising in September, which was the last monsoon month, but
they shot up from around a couple of 1,000 cases in the state during the third
week of September to 13,849 within a month on October 26.
 The main reason for such rise in cases is delayed monsoon withdrawal.
 This time during the delayed monsoon period rain water got accumulated
around the localities and the mosquitoes got the perfect time to breed in the
delayed monsoon period.
 Also, health department teams found that there was unlimited breeding of
dengue larvae in vacant plots where there is lack of cleanliness.
About Dengue
 Dengue viruses are spread to people through the bite of an
infected Aedesspecies mosquito.
 Almost half of the world’s population, about 4 billion people, live in areas with
a risk of dengue.
 Dengue is caused by one of any of four related viruses: Dengue virus 1, 2, 3,
and 4.
 For this reason, a person can be infected with a dengue virus as many as four
times in his or her lifetime.
NASA’SPERSEVERANE ROVER
Why in News
 Perseverance rover snaps first Mars photos after communications blackout.
Important Points
 NASA's Perseverance Mars rover has emerged
from its first "solar conjunction" blackout.
 The car-sized Perseverance and other Mars
spacecraft had to stand down for about two
weeks recently when the Red Planet slipped
behind the sun from Earth's perspective.
 In this alignment, known as solar conjunction, our
star can corrupt commands sent from Earth to
Mars, so NASA and other space agencies don’t take the risk.

www.upscconnect.com
9899781744, 8851330108

56

About Perseverance Mars rover
 The Mars 2020 Perseverance Rover will search for signs of ancient microbial
life, which will advance NASA's quest to explore the past habitability of Mars.
 The rover has a drill to collect core samples of Martian rock and soil, then store
them in sealed tubes for pickup by a future mission that would ferry them back
to Earth for detailed analysis.
 Perseverance will also test technologies to help pave the way for future human
exploration of Mars.
CONCERNS OVER BOTTOM TRAWLING
Why in News
 There has been concern raised by Sri Lanka’s northern fishermen over bottom
trawling by Indian fishermen in the Palk Strait.
Important Points
 Sri Lankan fishermen held a sea rally, demanding that Sri Lanka implement its
laws against bottom trawling.
 Fishermen from Tamil Nadu crossing the International Maritime Boundary Line
(IMBL) and fishing in Sri Lankan waters, using the harmful bottom trawling
fishing method, has been a recurring flashpoint in India-Sri Lanka ties.
What is bottom trawling?
 Bottom trawling is a method of fishing that involves dragging heavy weighted
nets across the sea floor, in an effort to catch fish.
 It’s a favoured method by commercial fishing companies because it can catch
large quantities of product in one go.
 The problem with bottom trawling as a fishing method is that it’s
indiscriminate in what it catches.
 For this reason bottom trawling has a large bycatch impact, with many nontarget species being fished in the process.
 This has an impact on the biodiversity of the ocean.
 In addition to the turtles, juvenile fish and invertebrates, corals are also
destroyed in such activities.
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GREEN GRIDS INITIATIVE – ONE SUN ONE WORLD ONE GRID
Why in News
 Prime Minister Narendra Modi and UK
Prime Minister Boris Johnson have
launched a ‘green grids’ initiative—the One
Sun One World One Grid (OSOWOG)
Project—on the sidelines of the COP26
summit.
Important Points
 The project aims to connect energy grids across borders to facilitate a faster
transition to the use of renewable energy.
 India had first proposed connecting solar energy supply across borders at the
International Solar Alliance in 2018 to allow parts of the world with excess
renewable power to send power to other countries.
 The proposal is aimed at addressing the issue of reliability of supply from solar
power plants, which do not generate electricity after the sun has set.
 A transnational grid would allow countries to source solar power from regions
where it is daytime to meet their green energy needs.
 OSOWOG is also aimed at addressing the issue of high cost of energy
storage.
 However, the biggest challenge for such a project is the transmission of power
across vast distances.
 It is anticipated that that the first step of OSWOG would be solar power
transfer between neighbouring countries.
INFRASTRUCTURE FOR RESILIENT ISLAND STATES (IRIS)
Why in News
 Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched the Initiative for the Resilient Island
States (IRIS) for developing infrastructure of small island nations on the
sidelines of COP26 climate summit.
Important Points
 IRIS, a dedicated initiative, has been co-created by the Coalition for Disaster
Resilient Infrastructure (CDRI) with support from Member Countries and
organizations and Small Island Developing States (SIDS) representatives.
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 IRIS aims to support SIDS in achieving sustainable development through a
systematic approach to resilient, sustainable, and inclusive infrastructure.
 Infrastructure for Resilient Island States (IRIS), a dedicated initiative, will
provide technical support on the multifaceted issues posed by infrastructure
systems and promote disaster and climate resilience of infrastructure assets
in SIDS. The goal of IRIS will directly contribute to the SAMOA Pathway (SIDS
Accelerated Modalities of Action).
About CDRI
 The Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure (CDRI) is a partnership of
national governments, UN agencies and, multilateral development banks and
financing mechanisms.
 It was established in 2019 under the leadership of the Government of India and
with the support UNDRR. It seeks to rapidly expand the development and
retrofit of resilient infrastructure to respond to the Sustainable Development
Goals.
About SIDS
 Small Island Developing States (SIDS) are a distinct group of 38 UN Member
States and 20 Non-UN Members/Associate Members of United Nations
regional commissions that face unique social, economic and environmental
vulnerabilities. The three geographical regions in which SIDS are located are:
the Caribbean, the Pacific, and the Atlantic, Indian Ocean and South China Sea
(AIS).
 SIDS were recognized as a special case both for their environment and
development at the 1992 United Nations Conference on Environment and
Development held in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.
 The aggregate population of all the SIDS is 65 million, slightly less than 1% of
the world’s population.
COVAXIN FOR EMERGENCY USE
Why in News
 India’s first indigenous COVID-19 vaccine, Bharat
Biotech’s Covaxin, was granted Emergency Use
Listing (EUL) by the World Health Organization
(WHO).
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Important Points
 Covaxin is a whole virion-inactivated vaccine against SARS-CoV-2, developed
in partnership with the Indian Council of Medical Research and the National
Institute of Virology, Pune.
 It has been granted EUL for use in persons 18 years and above, over two doses
spaced four weeks apart.
 The EUL is a prerequisite for the COVAX initiative in vaccine supply, and allows
countries to expedite their own regulatory approval to import and administer
COVID-19 vaccines.
 Covaxin was found to have 78% efficacy against COVID-19 of any severity, 14
or more days after the second dose, and is extremely suitable for low- and
middle-income countries due to its easy storage requirements.
 UNICEF, Pan-American Health Organization (PAHO), GAVI COVAX facility,
will be able to procure Covaxin.
 Efficacy results show that Covaxin was 93% effective in preventingsevere
COVID-19 and 65% effective against the Delta-variant.
 The move is also expected to ease international travel for Indians.
Fly Ash
 Fly ash made its way into the Kosasthalaiyar from
the North Chennai Thermal Power Station
(NCTPS).
 This was due to a leak in the pipeline carrying ash
to the ash pond, said fishermen.
 Fly Ash is a byproduct from burning of coal in the
thermal power generation.
 It is called fly ash because it is transported from the
combustion chamber by exhaust gases.
 Composition: silicon dioxide (SiO2), aluminium oxide (Al2O3), ferric oxide
(Fe2O3) and calcium oxide (CaO).
Uses of Fly ash
 As prime material in many cement-based products, such as poured concrete,
concrete block, and brick.
 Portland cement concrete pavement or PCC pavement.
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 Road construction projects using PCC can use a great deal of concrete, and
substituting fly ash provides significant economic benefits.
 As embankment and mine fill.
Problems of fly ash
 Fly ash cannot be disposed-off in the open field because it pollutes the air, soil
and ground water.
 Transportation of fly ash is difficult since the lightweight particles tend to fly
causing air pollution. Long inhalation causes serious respiratory problems.
 Affects horticulture, agriculture and forest fields.
 Disposal in sea, river or ponds damage the aquatic life; fly ash causes siltation
problems.
 Long and continuous use of fly ash as fertilizer makes hardpan underground.
 Requirement of huge land for making ash ponds or dikes.
National Hydrogen Mission
 Modi Govt’s Hydrogen Mission Kicks Off as IOCL Invites Bids for Panipat,
Mathura Green Units.
 Green Hydrogen: any hydrogen that is produced from clean energy sources
like renewables.
 ‘Green’ hydrogen is released via electrolysis of energy from renewable
sources.
 Green hydrogen is produced by splitting water into hydrogen and oxygen
using an electrolyzer powered by electricity from renewable energy sources
such as wind and solar.
 Grey Hydrogen: hydrogen produced from fossil fuels via carbon intensive
processes are called grey hydrogen.
 Blue hydrogen: Grey’ hydrogen becomes ‘blue’ hydrogen when the CO2 given
out during its production is locked up through carbon capture and storage
(CCS) processes.
Applications of green hydrogen
 Green Chemicals like ammonia and methanol can directly be utilized in
existing applications like fertilizers, mobility, power, chemicals, shipping etc.
 Green Hydrogen blending up to 10% may be adopted in CGD networks to gain
widespread acceptance.
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National hydrogen Mission
 It focuses on producing green hydrogen and
using it as clean energy in order to achieve the
target of net zero emission.
Benefits of hydrogen Energy
 It is a clean-burning molecule, which can
decarbonize a range of sectors including iron and
steel, chemicals, and transportation.
 Renewable energy that cannot be stored or used by the grid can be channeled
to produce hydrogen.
Challenges towards Using Hydrogen Energy
 The cost of developing technologies to produce ‘green’ hydrogen are cost
intensive.
 Hydrogen is not a source of energy, like fossil fuels or renewable sources like
sunlight and air, but an energy carrier, which means it has to be produced, or
extracted, and stored before it can be used.
AK 203 RIFLES
 The Defence Acquisition Council (DAC) has
granted permission for the mass production of
AK-203 Russian assault rifles.
 The Council has also approved an independent
satellite for the Indian Air Force.
Defense Acquisition Council
 It is the highest decision-making body in the Defence Ministry.
 It decides new policies and capital acquisitions for the three services (Army,
Navy and Air Force) and the Indian Coast Guard.
Chairman: Minister of Defense
 It was formed, after the Group of Ministers recommendations on ‘Reforming
the National Security System’, in 2001, post Kargil War (1999).
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CRYPTOCURRENCY BILL
 As the Centre lines up the crypto currency Bill
for Winter Session, there are apprehensions that
it will go for an outright ban.
What is crypto currency?
 A crypto currency is a medium of exchange,
such as the rupee or the US dollar, but is digital
in format and uses encryption techniques to
both control the creation of monetary units and to verify the exchange of
money.
 In traditional financial deals, where two parties are using fiat money, a thirdparty organization — usually a central bank — assures that the money is
genuine and the transaction is recorded.
 With cryptocurrencies, a chain of private computers — a network — is
constantly working towards authenticating the transactions by solving
complex cryptographic puzzles. For solving the puzzles, these systems are
rewarded with cryptocurrencies. This process is called mining.
 At the backend of these transactions is a technology called ‘blockchain’.
What is blockchain?
 Satoshi Nakamoto is said to have conceptualized an accounting system in the
aftermath of the 2008 financial crisis.
 The transactions and the value of money would be recorded digitally on a
publicly available and open ledger that contains all the transactions ever made,
albeit in an anonymous and encrypted form.
 This ledger is called the blockchain.
What Are The Concerns Over Cryptocurrency?
 Unregulated crypto markets could be used for money laundering and terror
financing.
 Misleading claims of huge returns on cryptocurrency investments.
 The practice of wooing investors, especially youths, with advertisements that
over-promised gains and hid risks.
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James Webb Space Telescope (JWST)
 NASA has once again changed the launch date of the $8 billion James Webb
Space Telescope (JWST) from December 18 to December 22.
About JWST
 The telescope is the result of an international collaboration between NASA,
the European Space Agency (ESA) and the Canadian Space Agency.
 JWST, which is a large infrared telescope, will study “every phase” in the
history of the universe, including the Big Bang, the formation of solar systems
that are capable of supporting life on other planets and also, the evolution of
our own Solar System.
 It is also considered a successor of the Hubble Telescope and will extend and
complement its discoveries.
 Because of JWST’s longer wavelengths, it will be able to look further back in
time, “to find the first galaxies that formed in the early Universe, and to peer
inside dust clouds where stars and planetary systems are forming today”.
 JWST will be launched on an Ariane 5 ECA rocket from French Guiana in South
America.
What are the telescope’s main goals?
JWST has four central goals
 To search for the first galaxies that formed after the Big Bang,
 To determine how galaxies evolved from their earlier formation until now,
 To observe the formation of stars from the first stages to the formation of
planetary systems and to measure the physical and chemical properties of
planetary systems and
 Investigate the potential for life in such systems.
African swine fever
 African Swine Fever (ASF) is spreading widely in Vietnam and is hurting the
local farming industry, forcing the culling of three times the number of hogs
culled last year.
About African swine fever
 ASF is a severe viral disease that affects wild and domestic pigs typically
resulting in an acute haemorrhagic fever.
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 The disease has a case fatality rate (CFR) of almost 100 per cent.
 Its routes of transmission include direct contact with an infected or wild pig
(alive or dead), indirect contact through ingestion of contaminated material
such as food waste, feed or garbage, or through biological vectors such as
ticks.
 Symptoms of disease include high fever, depression, anorexia, loss of
appetite, haemorrhages in the skin, vomiting and diarrhoea among others.
INS VELA
 Vela, the fourth submarine of P75 of the Indian
Navy was commissioned by Navy chief Admiral
Karambir Singh at the naval dockyard.
What is Project 75?
 Conceptualized for the acquisition for 25
submarines at the time of the IK Gujral
government, P-75 evolved into a 30-year plan for building submarines.
 In 2005, India and France signed a $ 3.75 billion contract for building six
Scorpene class submarines.
What has been the progress so far?
 After Kalvari, two more submarines under the contract, INS Khanderi and INS
Karanj, were commissioned. Vela is the fourth, and sea trials are ongoing for
Vagir, while the sixth, Vagsheer, is under construction.
DART MISSION
 NASA will launch the agency’s first planetary defense test mission named the
Double Asteroid Redirection Test (DART).
 Objective: The main aim of the mission is to test the newly developed
technology that would allow a spacecraft to crash into an asteroid and change
its course.
spacecraft
carries
a
high-resolution
imager
 The
called Didymos Reconnaissance and Asteroid Camera for Optical Navigation
(DRACO).
 DART will also carry a small satellite or CubeSat named LICIACube (Light
Italian CubeSat for Imaging of Asteroids).
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Which asteroid will be deflected?
 The target of the spacecraft is a small moonlet called Dimorphos (Greek for
“two forms”).
 It is about 160-metre in diameter and the spacecraft is expected to collide
when it is 11 million kilometres away from Earth.
 Dimorphos orbits a larger asteroid named Didymos (Greek for “twin”) which
has a diameter of 780 metres.
 The asteroid and the moonlet do not pose any threat to Earth and the mission
is to test the new technology to be prepared in case an asteroid heads towards
Earth in the future.
NOROVIRUS
What is Norovirus?
 Norovirus is known as the winter vomiting bug.
 Norovirus is described as a very contagious virus
that causes sudden onset of vomiting and diarrhea.
 People of any age group can contract the virus.
 The virus is easily transmitted through direct
contact with infected individuals or surfaces.
 The infection passes in few days.
Symptoms
 Sudden nausea, Vomiting, Diarrhoea.
 Symptoms of Norovirus emerge within 24-48 hours of getting infected.
Transmission
 Direct contact with someone infected, Touching surfaces or objects
contaminated with the virus, Consuming contaminated water or food.
Precautions
 Stay at home, wash hands frequently with soap and water.
 There is no specific treatment.
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KAMO’OALEWA
 Kamo’oalewa is a quasi-satellite — a near-Earth object that orbits the Sun and
yet remains close to the Earth.
 Spotted by the PanSTARRS telescope.
 The asteroid is roughly the size of a Ferris wheel – between 150 and 190 feet
in diameter – and gets as close as about 9 million miles from Earth.
 One possibility is that Kamo’oalewa was a part of the Earth’s Moon.
 Tech NEEV/uhao @75
 Union Minister of State (IC) Science & Technology Dr Jitendra
Singh inaugurated “Tech NEEV/ uhao @75” as part of AzadikaAmritMahotsav,
on November 15.
 “Tech NEEV/ uhao @ 75” is a year-long celebration highlighting the impact of
Science Technology Innovation (STI) in empowering community for creating
equitable inclusive economic growth.
 The Government will be setting up 30 Science Technology and Innovation
(STI) Hubs in different parts of the country for Scheduled Tribes (STs) by end
of 2022 to promote scientific talent among tribal communities and for their
overall socio-economic development.
 Out of 75 proposed STI Hubs for SCs/STs, 20 have already been established
by the Department of Science and Technology which will directly benefit
20,000 people through various interventions spreading across the farm, nonfarm and other allied livelihood sectors.
1 GLOBAL INNOVATION SUMMIT OF PHARMACEUTICAL SECTOR
 Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated the first Global Innovation Summit
of the Pharmaceutical sector on November 18, 2021 via video conferencing.
ST

Background
 India is focusing on innovation and R&D of finished products in the pharma
sector.
Key Points
 Indian Pharma Industry is a key driver of India’s economic growth.
 Indian pharmaceutical industry has risen to the challenge during the COVID19 pandemic and earned global trust which has led to India being called the
‘pharmacy of the world’.
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 Indian pharmaceutical industry has risen to the challenge during the COVID19 pandemic and earned global trust which has led to India being called the
‘pharmacy of the world’.
 During the pandemic, India exported lifesaving medicines and medical
equipment to over 150 countries during the initial phase.
 India has also exported more than 65 million doses of Covid vaccines to nearly
100 countries this year.
LEONIDS METEOR SHOWER
 The annual Leonids Meteor Shower has begun.
This year’s shower is active between November 6
and 30, with peak activity expected on November
17.
What is meteor shower?
 A meteor shower is a celestial event in which a
number of meteors are observed to radiate, or
originate, from one point in the night sky.
 These meteors are caused by streams of cosmic debris called meteoroids
entering Earth's atmosphere at extremely high speeds on parallel trajectories.
 Leonids Meteor Shower is caused by the debris of a small comet known as the
55P/Tempel-Tuttle, which is located in the Leo constellation. This comet takes
33 years to orbit around the Sun.
 What Are the Differences Between An Asteroid, Comet, Meteoroid, Meteor
and Meteorite?
 Asteroid: A relatively small, inactive, rocky body orbiting the Sun.
 Comet: A relatively small, at times active, object whose ices can vaporize in
sunlight forming an atmosphere (coma) of dust and gas and, sometimes, a tail
of dust and/or gas.
 Meteoroid: A small particle from a comet or asteroid orbiting the Sun.
 Meteor: The light phenomena which results when a meteoroid enters the
Earth’s atmosphere and vaporizes; a shooting star.
 Meteorite: A meteoroid that survives its passage through the Earth’s
atmosphere and lands upon the Earth’s surface.
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ONE HEALTH CONSORTIUM
 The Department of Biotechnology, under the
Ministry of Science and Technology, has
launched ‘One Health Consortium’.
Objective
 Surveillance of important bacterial, viral and
parasitic infections of zoonotic as well as Tran’s
boundary pathogens in India, including the North-eastern part of the country.
 The country’s first “One Health’ consortium, aims at reducing the risk of a
pandemic in the future and making efforts towards holistic health
development of human beings, animals, and the environment.
What is the One Health Consortium?
 The One Health Consortium consists of 27 organizations led by the DBTNational Institute of Animal Biotechnology, Hyderabad.
 It is one of the biggest health programs launched by the Government of India
during the post-COVID times.
 It has been launched to focus on the need for a holistic approach to
understand the health of humans, animals, and wildlife to minimize the
damage caused by future pandemics.
 Furthermore, to understand the spread of emerging diseases, the project calls
for the use of existing diagnostic tests and the development of additional
methodologies when required are mandated for the surveillance.
 The project would also initiate the collaborative efforts of stakeholders
towards animals, humans, and environmental health.
Background
 With the recent challenges posed to life and the economy around due to the
Covid-19 pandemic, the government wants to leave no stone unturned to
ensure the health safety of the people.
 Two-thirds of all present diseases have their origin in animals.
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ZIKA VIRUS
 A nation-wide vector surveillance published in
2021 carried out by ICMR showed that
mosquitoes in 3 of the 6,492 pools assessed were
positive for Zika virus.
 Zika is a mosquito-borne virus that spreads
through the bite of an infected Aedes species of
mosquito named Aedesaegypti.
 Zika was first isolated from the rhesus monkey in
Uganda’s Zika forest in 1947 and in humans in 1952.
 The virus usually causes mild fever, aches, rashes and conjunctivitis.
 The Zika virus is spread by Aedesaegypti and Aedesalbopictus mosquitoes.
 This is the same mosquito that transmits dengue, chikungunya and yellow
fever.
 It can also be transmitted through blood transfusions, sexual contact and via
exposure to urine.
 Precautions recommended against Zika virus infection include:
 Wearing long-sleeved shirts and long pants.
 Staying in places with air conditioning and windows
 Mosquito-netting can be used to cover babies younger than two months.
 Not using products containing oil of lemon eucalyptus or para-menthane-diol
on children younger than three years.
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SOCIAL ISSUES
FOUR YEAR INTEGRATED TEACHER EDUCATION PROGRAMME (ITEP)
Why in News
 Ministry of Education notifies the Four Year ITEP.
Important Points
 It is envisaged as the minimum degree qualification for school teachers under
the National Education Policy 2020.
 Dual-major bachelor’s degrees will be offered under ITEP, integrating basic
BA and BSc degrees with BEd.
 NEP 2020 states that teacher engagement from 2030 will be “only through
ITEP”.
MGNREGA FUND CRISIS
Why in News
 The Centre’s flagship rural employment
scheme has run out of funds halfway through
the financial year.
Important Points
 According to its own financial statement, the
Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment
Guarantee Act (MGNREGA) schemeshows a
negative net balance of Rs. 8,686 crore.
 This means that payments for MGNREGA
workers as well as material costs will be delayed, unless States dip into their
own funds.
 However, the Centre is now accusing many States of“artificially creating
demand” for work on the ground.
About MGNREA
 The Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act
(MGNREGA), also known asMahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment
Guarantee Scheme (MNREGS) is Indian legislation enacted on August 25,
2005.
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 The MGNREGA provides a legal guarantee for one hundred days of
employment in every financial year to adult members of any rural household
willing to do public work-related unskilled manual work at the statutory
minimum wage.
 The Ministry of Rural Development (MRD), Govt. of India is monitoring the
entire implementation of this scheme in association with state governments.
 Within 15 days of submitting the application or from the day work is
demanded, wage employment will be provided to the applicant.
 Right to get unemployment allowance in case employment is not provided
within fifteen days of submitting the application or from the date when work
is sought.
 MGNREGA also focuses on the economic and social empowerment of
women.
FARMER’S SUICIDE
Why in News
 According to National Crime Records Bureau
(NCRB) report, the number of agricultural
labourers who died by suicide in 2020 was 18%
higher than the previous year.
Important Points
 Overall, 10,677 people engaged in the farm
sector died by suicide in 2020, slightly higher
than the 10,281 who died in 2019.
 They made up 7% of all suicides in the country.
 Of these, 5098 were agricultural labourers who died by suicide, an 18% rise
from the 4,324 who died last year.
 However, among farmers who cultivate their own land, with or without the
help of other workers, the number of suicides dropped 3.7% from 5,129 to
4,940.
 The worst among States continues to be Maharashtra, with 4,006 suicides in
the farm sector, including a 15% increase in farm worker suicides.
 Other States with a poor record include Karnataka (2016), Andhra Pradesh
(889) and Madhya Pradesh (735). Karnataka saw a dismal 43% increase in the
number of farm worker suicides in 2020.
www.upscconnect.com
9899781744, 8851330108

73

 In 2020, about 1.5 lakh people committed suicide of which nearly 25%
(highest) were daily wage earners.
UIDAI SEEKS EXEMPTION FROM DATA PROTECTION BILL
Why in News
 The Unique Identification Authority of India (UIDAI)
has asked for exemption from the Personal Data
Protection (PDP) Law.
Important Points
 In an interaction with the Joint Parliamentary
Committee on Data Protection Bill 2019, UIDAI has argued that it is already
governed by Aadhar Act and hence there could be a conflict of laws.
 Section 12 of 2019 Bill gives UIDAI some leeway from the rigours of the Bill as
it enables for processing data for provision of a service or benefit to the data
principal. However, this needs prior notification.
 The Personal Data Protection (PDP) Bill 2019
 The origins of this Bill lies in the report prepared by a Committee headed by
Justice B.N. Srikrishna.
 The committee was constituted by the government during the right to privacy
case in Supreme Court (Justice K.S. Puttaswamy v. Union of India).
 The Bill governs the processing of personal data by: (i) government, (ii)
companies incorporated in India, and (iii) foreign companies dealing with
personal data of individuals in India.
 The Bill categorises certain personal data as sensitive personal data.
 The Bill sets out certain rights of the individual (or data principal) such as right
to obtain information about their personal data, seek correction of their data
among others.
 A data fiduciary will be appointed who will decide the means and purpose of
processing personal data.
 The Bill allows processing of data by fiduciaries only if consent is provided by
the individual. However, in certain circumstances, personal data can be
processed without consent.
 The Bill sets up a Data Protection Authority which may: (i) take steps to protect
interests of individuals, (ii) prevent misuse of personal data, and (iii) ensure
compliance with the Bill.
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 Sensitive personal data may be transferred outside
India for processing if explicitly consented to by the
individual, and subject to certain additional
conditions.
 However, such sensitive personal data should
continue to be stored in India.
 The central government can exempt any of its
agencies from the provisions of the Act under certain conditions such as
national interest.
 The Bill amends the Information Technology Act, 2000 to delete the
provisions related to compensation payable by companies for failure to
protect personal data.
 Offences under the Bill include processing or transferring personal data in
violation of the Bill which is punishable.
About UIDAI
 The Unique Identification Authority of India (UIDAI) is a statutory authority
established under the provisions of the Aadhaar (Targeted Delivery of
Financial and Other Subsidies, Benefits and Services) Act, 2016 (“Aadhaar Act
2016”).
 UIDAI was created to issue Unique Identification numbers (UID), named as
"Aadhaar", to all residents of India.
 As on 31 March 21, the Authority has issued 128.99 crore Aadhaar numbers to
the residents of India.
 Background: In 2006, approval was given by the Department of Information
Technology, Ministry of Communications and Information Technology for the
project titled ‘Unique Identification for BPL Families’.
 Before its establishment as a statutory authority, UIDAI was functioning as an
attached office of the then Planning Commission (now NITI Aayog) since
2009.
STUBBLE BURNING AND ITS EFFECTS
Why in News
 Pollution from stubble burning significantly reduced lung function and was
particularly harmful to women in rural Punjab, says one of the largest studies
of its kind in India, correlating the effect of air pollution on health.
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Important Points
 The study was conducted in six villages of Patiala, Punjab and spanned two
phases.
 It emerged from the study that the concentrations of PM2.5, the category of
unburnt carbon particles considered most harmful to respiratory health, was
found to increase more than twice between the two phases, from 100 g/m3
to 250 g/m3.
 Incidentally these are around 10-15 times the WHO prescribed air quality
standards.
 During the crop residue burning period, a two to three-fold increase was
noted in most of the respiratory symptoms including wheezing,
breathlessness on exertion, cough in morning, and cough at night, skin rashes,
runny nose or itchiness of eyes etc.
 The highest number of respiratory complaints were reported by the elderly
population.
 There was decline in lung function with increase in PM2.5 concentration
across all age groups.
What is stubble burning?
 Burning of crop residue of crops such as wheat and rice after their harvest is
referred to as stubble burning.
 The positive effects of it are: cheap and easier way of clearing stubble and also
helps combat pests.
 Harmful impacts include: soil degradation, environmental concerns and
human health.
 Crop residue burning releases CO2, carbon monoxide, and oxides of sulphur,
particulate matter and also black carbon.
 The heat from burning paddy straw penetrates 1 centimetreinto the soil,
elevating the temperature to 33.8 to 42.2 degree Celsius. This kills the
bacterial and fungal populations critical for a fertile soil.
QUOTA TO VANNIYARS
Why in News
 The Madras High Court quashed the 10.5 per cent special internal reservation
provided by the Tamil Nadu government to Vanniyars, a most backward caste
(MBC).
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Important Points
 The court said the quota was ultra vires to the Constitution and noted how the
state government – both the previous AIADMK that made the first move and
DMK that implemented it – went ahead without any “quantifiable data” to
support the decision.
Who are Vanniyars?
 The Vanniyars were in the backward classes list for many years. The
community, constituting a significant percentage in the State’s northern
districts, consists predominantly of agricultural labourers.
TAMILNADU GOVT AGAINST NATIONAL EDUCATION POLICY
Why in News
 Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M K Stalin said the National Education Policy (NEP)
2020 would not be implemented in Tamil Nadu.
Important Points
 He said an expert committee would be formed soon to prepare a new
education policy of the state.
 The CM said that the NEP being recommended by the Centre was “for elites”
and that the education “will be confined and limited to a few sections”.
 Besides the opposition to three-language policy, the prominence given to
Sanskrit over and above Tamil and other languages is also being questioned.
About NEP 2020
 The NEP 2020 is isthe first education policy of the 21st century and replaces
the thirty-four year old National Policy on Education (NPE), 1986.
 NEP 2020 emphasizes on ensuring universal access to school education at all
levels- Pre School to secondary. With emphasis on Early Childhood Care and
Education (ECCE), the 10+2 structure of school curricula is to be replaced by
a 5+3+3+4 curricular structure corresponding to ages 3-8, 8-11, 11-14, and 1418 years respectively.
 NCERT will develop a National Curricular and Pedagogical Framework for Early
Childhood Care and Education (NCPFECCE) for children up to the age of 8.
 The planning and implementation of ECCE will be carried out jointly by the
Ministries of HRD, Women and Child Development (WCD), Health and Family
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Welfare (HFW), and Tribal Affairs.
NEP 2020 calls for setting up of a National Mission on Foundational
Literacy and Numeracy by MHRD.
The policy has emphasized mother tongue/local language/regional language
as the medium of instruction at least till Grade 5, but preferably till Grade 8
and beyond.
Sanskrit to be offered at all levels of school and higher education as an option
for students, including in the three-language formula.
Special emphasis will be given on socially and Economically Disadvantaged
Groups (SEDGs) which include gender, socio-cultural, and geographical
identities and disabilities.
States/UTs will set up independent State School Standards Authority (SSSA).
NEP 2020 aims to increase the Gross Enrolment Ratio in higher education
including vocational education from 26.3% (2018) to 50% by 2035.
3.5 Crore new seats will be added to Higher education institutions.
UG education can be of 3 or 4 years with multiple exit options and appropriate
certification within this period.
Note: NEP 2020 is based on the recommendations of K Kasturirangan
committee.

SAMHATI PROJECT
 Odisha has launched Samhati project for
imparting its various tribal languages and save
endangered tribal languages.
Fact
 The 21 languages, Santhali — the only language
which has been included in eighth schedule of
Constitution — is taught in its own olchiki script
while rest of tribal languages have Odia scripts.
 The Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes
Research and Training Institute (SCSTRTI) along with the Academy of Tribal
Language and Culture (ATLC), Bhubaneswar are implementing the project.
 The department plans to cover approximately 2.5 lakh students in 1,450
primary schools in the State.
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SWACHHSURVEKSHAN 2021
 Indore retained the top position for the fifth consecutive year, Surat was at
2nd spot.
 Chhattisgarh retained the first position in the state category.
 Varanasi has been adjudged the "cleanest Ganga town".
 Chhattisgarh received the award for the country's cleanest state.
 In the category of cantonment boards, Ahmedabad was ranked the cleanest
city, followed by Meerut and Delhi.
About SwachhSurvekshan
 SwachhSurvekshan is a ranking exercise taken up by the Government of India
to assess rural and urban areas for their levels of cleanliness and active
implementation of Swachhata mission initiatives in a timely and innovative
manner.
 Objective: is to encourage large scale citizen participation and create
awareness amongst all sections of society about the importance of working
together towards making towns and cities a better place to live in.
 The Ministry of Urban Development, Government of India takes up the
SwachhSurvekshan in urban areas and the Ministry of Drinking Water and
Sanitation in rural areas.
 The Quality Council of India (QCI) has been commissioned the responsibility
of carrying out the assessment.
ALL INDIA SURVEY ON DOMESTIC WORKERS
 Union Minister for Labour and Employment, Shri Bhupender Yadav today
flagged off the first ever All India Survey on Domestic workers being
conducted by Labor Bureau.
Key points
 This survey will cover all types of domestic services like cook, driver,
housekeeping, tutor (for children), watchman etc. This evidence-based study
will help the government in policy-making for this segment of workers.
 The survey will help the government understand significant issues on certain
special and vulnerable segments of labor and will guide effective
policymaking.
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 The survey is aimed at estimating the number and proportion of DWs at the
national and state level, percentage distribution of domestic workers for livein/live-out, formal/informal employment, migrant/non-migrant, their wages
and other socio-economic characteristics.
MINIMUM SUPPORT PRICE
 Farmers are demanding a law for guaranteed
minimum support price (MSP).
What is MSP?
 Minimum Support Price (MSP) is a fixed price paid
by the Government of India to farmers whenever
they procure a particular crop.
 It is fixed prior to the sowing season to encourage
higher investment and production of agricultural commodities.
 It is to be noted that MSP cannot be altered in any given situation.
 Legal MSP: The Government can make MSP legally binding by either forcing
private players to procure crops at MSP or the Government can itself procure
the entire production from the farmers at MSP.
 The Government has fixed MSPs for 23 crops- 7 kinds of cereal (Paddy,
Wheat, Maize, Bajra, Jowar, Ragi and Barley), 5 pulses (Chana, Arhar/Tur,
Urad, Moong and Masur), 7 oilseeds (Rapeseed-Mustard, Groundnut,
Soybean, Sunflower, Sesamum, Safflower and Nigerseed) and 4 commercial
crops (Cotton, Sugarcane, Copra and Raw Jute).
Importance of MSP
 With globalization resulting in freer trade in agricultural commodities,
protecting the farmers is the need of the hour.
 MSP protects farmers from price fluctuations and market imperfections.
 The guaranteed price for the crops and assured markets encourage higher
investment and adoption of modern farming practices.
Need for MSP
 The prices of agricultural commodities are inherently unstable.
 A very good harvest in any year results in a sharp fall in the price of that
commodity during that year which in turn will have an adverse impact on the
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future supply as farmers withdraw from sowing that crop in the
next/following years.
 This then causes a paucity of supply next year and a major price hike for
consumers.
Who sets the Minimum Support Price (MSP) for farmers?
 The Minimum Support Price (MSP) is set by the Centre for select crop and
is based on the recommendations of the Commission for Agricultural Costs
and Prices (CACP).
The limitations of MSP
 The major problem with the MSP is lack of government machinery for
procurement for all crops except wheat and rice, which the Food Corporation
of India actively procures under the PDS.
 As state governments procure the last mile grain, the farmers of states where
the grain is procured completely by the government benefit more while those
in states that procure less are often affected.
 The MSP-based procurement system is also dependent on middlemen,
commission agents and APMC officials, which smaller farmers find difficult to
get access to.
 SDG Urban Index & Dashboard (2021-22)
 NITI Aayog launched the inaugural Sustainable Development Goal (SDG)
Urban Index & Dashboard (2021-22).
 The SDG Urban Index and Dashboard have ranked 56 urban areas on 77 SDG
indicators across the 46 targets of the SDG Framework.
 The data collected on these indicators have been sourced from official data
sources such as NCRB, NFHS, and the data portals of various Indian
Government ministries.
Objective
 The SDG Urban Index and Dashboard aim at further strengthening the SDG
localization and instituting robust Sustainable Development Monitoring at the
city levels.
 The index and dashboard highlight the strengths and gapsof ULB-level data,
reporting systems, and monitoring.
 It will also further contribute to the creation of an ecosystem in which all the
stakeholders will be equipped to adopt and implement data-driven decisionmaking.
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SDG Urban Index and Dashboard
 Out of the 56 urban areas that have been ranked in SDG Index, 44 are with a
population of above one million.
 12 are the state capitals that are with a population of less than a million.
 While for some indicators, urban area implies ULBs, in other cases, it refers to
all the urban areas within a district collectively.
 For each Sustainable Development Goal, the urban areas have been ranked on
a scale of 0-100. Achieving a score of 100 implies that the urban area has
achieved the targets for 2030, while a score of 0 implies that the area is
farthest from achieving the targets.
 Overall Urban Area Scores are then generated from the Goal-wise scores for
measuring the aggregate performance of the urban area.
 Shimla topped the list while Dhanbad was at the bottom.
 National Family Health Survey (NFHS) 5
 The fifth edition of the National Family Health Survey (NFHS) confirmed signs
of a demographic shift in India.
 The National Family Health Survey (NFHS) is a large-scale, multi-round survey
conducted in a representative sample of households throughout India.
 The Ministry of Health and Family Welfare (MOHFW), Government of India,
designated IIPS as the nodal agency, responsible for providing coordination
and technical guidance for the NFHS.
 The First National Family Health Survey (NFHS-1) was conducted in 1992-93.
Key findings
 For the first time since the NFHS began in 1992,
the proportion of women exceeded men: there
were 1,020 women for 1,000 men.
 Sex ratio at birth for children born in the last five
years only improved from 919 per 1,000 males
in 2015-16 to 929 per 1,000, underscoring that
boys, on average, continued to have better odds
of survival than girls.
 The Total Fertility Rate (TFR) has also come down below the threshold at which
the population is expected to replace itself from one generation to next. TFR
was 2 in 2019-2021, just below the replacement fertility rate of 2.1.
 India might be food secure, but nutrition is a problem.
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Global Hunger Index
 The Global Hunger Index ranked India at 101 position out of a total 116
countries.
 India is also among the 31 countries where hunger has been identified as
serious.
 The report was prepared by the Irish aid agency Concern Worldwide and
Germany’s Welthungerhilfe.
The GHI score is based on four indicators
Undernourishment
 Child wasting (percentage of children below five years of age who have low
weight for their height, reflecting acute under nutrition).
 Child stunting (percentage of children below five years of age who have low
height for their age, reflecting chronic undernutrition)
 Child mortality (the mortality rate of children under the age of five).
PROJECT SAMPOORNA FOR MALNUTRITION
 According to a study Project Sampoorna’ssuccess in reducing child
malnutrition is a model that can be easily implemented anywhere.
About the Project
 It was implemented in the Bongaigaon district of Assam.
 It was launched targeting the mothers of Severe Acute Malnutrition (SAM) and
Moderate Acute Malnutrition (MAM).
 Tagline: ‘Empowered Mothers, Healthy Children’.
 The mother of a healthy child of the same Anganwadi Centre (AWC) was
identified and paired her with the target mother; they would be ‘Buddy
Mothers’.
 They were usually neighbors and shared similar socio-economic backgrounds.
The pairs were given diet charts to indicate the daily food intake of their
children;
 It was inspired by the success of the community-based COVID-19
management model (Project MiliJuli).
 100 millilitres of milk and an egg on alternate days for the children for the first
3 months were provided so that their mothers could stabilise themselves in
the newly found jobs.
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 Children who had not improved were checked and treated by doctors under
the RashtriyaBalSwasthyaKaryakram (RBSK).
 Nutrition Smart Village
 As part of AzadiKaAmritMahotsav, to commemorate the 75th year of
Independence of India a programme on “Nutrition Smart Village” will be
initiated to strengthen the PoshanAbhiyan.
 This new initiative aims to reach out to 75 villages across India through the
network of All India Coordinated Research Project on Women in Agriculture
(AICRP-WIA).
Objective
 Promoting nutritional awareness,
 Education and behavioural change in rural areas involving farm women and
school children,
 Harnessing traditional knowledge through the local recipe to overcome
malnutrition
 Implementing nutrition-sensitive agriculture through homestead agriculture
and Nutri-garden.
AMRUT 2.0
 The Union Cabinet chaired by PM Modi today
approved the Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and
Urban Transformation 2.0 (AMRUT 2.0) till 202526.
 Total indicative outlay for AMRUT 2.0 is Rs.
2,77,000 crore including central share of
Rs.76,760 crore for five years from FY 2021-22
to FY 2025-26.
Aim
 To make the cities ‘water secure’ and ‘selfsustainable’ through circular economy of water.
 Functional tap connections will be provided to all households, undertaking
water source conservation/ augmentation, rejuvenation of water bodies and
wells,
 Recycle/re-use of treated used water and rainwater harvesting.
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What is AMRUT 2.0?
 AMRUT 2.0, targets universal coverage of water supply by providing
household tap
 Connections in all 4,378 statutory towns.
 100% coverage of household sewerage/ septage management in 500 AMRUT
cities is other objective.
 Mission targets to provide 2.68 crore tap connections and 2.64 crore sewer/
septage connections to achieve the intended outcomes.
 AMRUT 2.0 will adopt the principles of circular economy and promote
conservation and rejuvenation of surface and groundwater bodies.
 The Mission will promote data-led governance in water management and
Technology Sub-Mission to leverage the latest global technologies and skills.
 ‘Pey Jal Survekshan’ will be conducted to promote progressive competition
among cities.
What is circular economy?
 A circular economy is "a model of production and consumption, which
involves sharing, leasing, reusing, repairing, refurbishing and recycling
existing materials and products as long as possible" that aims at tackling global
challenges like climate change, biodiversity loss, waste, and pollution.
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INTERNATIONAL RELATION
G20 SUMMIT
Why in News
 On October 30th and 31st 2021 Rome hosted the
G20 Heads of State and Government Summit.
Important Points
 The G20 leaders during their two-day summit,
adopted the 'Rome Declaration' and the countries
agreed that the COVID-19 immunisation is a global
public good.
 Energy and climate were the centre of the
discussions at the G20.
 Leaders committed to the key Paris Agreement goal of limiting global
warming to 1.5 degrees Celsius above pre-industrial levels.
 They also pledged to reach a target of net zero carbon emissions “by or
around mid-century”.
 An agreement for minimum 15 percent corporate tax to build a more stable
and fairer international tax system.
 It included a pledge to halt financing of overseas coal-fired power generation
by the end of this year.
About G20
 The G20, formed in 1999, is a group of twenty of the world’s largest
economies that meets regularly to coordinate global policy on trade, health,
climate, and other issues.
 The G20 was formed, in the wake of the Asian financial crisis, to unite finance
ministers and central bankers from twenty of the world’s largest established
and emerging economies.
 A decade later, at the height of the global economic crisis, the G20 was
elevated to include heads of state and government in 2008.
 The G20 comprises nineteen countries with some of the world’s largest
economies, as well as the European Union (EU).
 The countries are Argentina, Australia, Brazil, Canada, China, France,
Germany, India, Indonesia, Italy, Japan, Mexico, Russia, Saudi Arabia, South
Africa, South Korea, Turkey, the United Kingdom (UK), and the United States.
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 Spain is invited as a permanent guest.
 G20 account for around 80 percent of global economic output, nearly 75
percent of global exports, and about 60 percent of the world’s population.
India at G20
 PM addressed that India is ready to produce over 5 billion vaccine doses by
the end of next year (2022).
 The vision of “One Earth One Health” was also highlighted.
PALESTINE PM CALLS FOR INDIA’S STABILISING ROLE IN WEST ASIA
Why in News
 Prime Minister of Palestine Mohammad Shtayyeh urged India to play a
stabilising role in West Asia by maintaining cooperation with “all related
parties”.
Important Points
 India has a historic tradition of supporting the rights of the Palestinian people.
 However, in recent years, India has broken the tradition of supporting
Palestine at the U.N. In 2019, India voted in favour of Israel at the ECOSOC
(Economic and Social Council) to deny observer status to a Palestinian
organisation named ‘Shahed’.
 India is currently serving as a non-permanent member of the Security Council
for the 2021-22 and was re-elected to the Human Rights Council for the 202224.
Israel-Palestine Conflict
 1947- The United Nations adopted Resolution 181,
known as the Partition Plan, which sought to
divide the British Mandate of Palestine into Arab
and Jewish states.
 May 14, 1948- The State of Israel was created,
sparking the first Arab-Israeli War.
 The war ended in 1949 with Israel’s victory.
 750,000 Palestinians were displaced and the
territory was divided into 3 parts: the State of
Israel, the West Bank (of the Jordan River), and the Gaza Strip.
www.upscconnect.com
9899781744, 8851330108

88

 Since then, various multiple conflicts such as Six Day war (1967), October War
(1973), along with peace accords such as Camp David Accords, Oslo accords;
Israel and neighbouring countries have failed to bring a solution to the
problem.
 Source: bbc and cfr.org (global conflict tracker)
India-Israel
 India announced its recognition of Israel on September 17, 1950.
 Embassies were opened in 1992 when full diplomatic relations were
established.
 Since the upgradation of relations in 1992, defence and agriculture formed the
two main pillars of our bilateral engagement.
 Bilateral merchandise trade stood at US$ 5.65 billion (excluding defence) in
2018-19, with the balance of trade being in India’s favour.
 There are over 300 investments from Israel in India mainly in the high-tech
domain and inagriculture.
 Defence sector imports from Israel has increased by 175%between 20152019. India is also the largest buyer of Israeli weapons, buying 46 percent of
Israel’s exports.
EU DELEGATION MEETS TAIWAN PRESIDENT
Why in News
 The head of a European Parliament delegation was on its first official visit to
Taiwan.
Important Points
 The delegation has asked the European Union to step up cooperation with the
self-ruled island.
 Last month, the European Parliament had passed a resolution calling for the
body to “intensify EU-Taiwan political relations.”
China-Taiwan relations
 Taiwan, earlier known as Formosa, a tiny island off the east coast of China, is
where Chinese republicans of the Kuomintang (KMT) government retreated
after the 1949 victory of the communists — and it has since continued as the
Republic of China (RoC).
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 The island is located in the East China Sea, to the northeast of Hong Kong,
north of the Philippines and south of South Korea, and southwest of Japan.
 Since its founding in 1949, the PRC (People’s Republic of China- the
communist government) has believed that Taiwan must be reunified with the
mainland, while the RoC has held out as an “independent” country.
 Beijing asserts that there is only “one China” and that Taiwan is part of it.
IRAN’S ENRICHED URANIUM
Why in News
 Iran’s atomic agency said that its stockpile of 20% enriched uranium has
reached over 210 kilograms.
Important Points
 Under the historic 2015 nuclear deal between Iran and the World Powers, Iran
was not meant to enrich uranium above 3.67%.
 Enriched uranium above 90% can be used for nuclear weapons.
 The nuclear deal, known as the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action, or
JCPOA, promises Iran economic incentives in exchange for limits on its
nuclear programme, and is meant to prevent Tehran from developing a
nuclear bomb.
About JCPOA
 The Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA), is an agreement reached
by Iran and the P5+1 (China, France, Germany, Russia, the United Kingdom,
and the United States) on July 14, 2015.
 The nuclear deal was endorsed by UN Security Council Resolution 2231,
adopted on July 20, 2015.
 Iran’s compliance with the nuclear-related provisions of the JCPOA is verified
by the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) according to certain
requirements set forth in the agreement.
 Iran agreed to dismantle much of its nuclear program and open its facilities to
more extensive international inspections in exchange for billions of dollars’
worth of sanctions relief.
 However, the deal was in jeopardy since President Donald Trump withdrew
the United States from it in 2018.
 Since then Iran has resumed some of its nuclear activities.
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Exercise 'Dosti'
 The coast guards of India, the Maldives and Sri Lanka are currently conducting
a five-day military exercise to enhance interoperability and cooperation.
 The 15th edition of the trilateral exercise, “Dosti", began in the Maldives.
 Indian Coast Guard vessels Vajra and Apoorvahave been deployed for the
exercise.
 Exercise Dosti was initiated in 1991 between the Indian and the Maldives’ coast
guards.
 Sri Lanka joined the exercise for the first time in 2012.
20th Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) meeting.
 The 20th Meeting of SCO Council of Heads of Government (CHG) will be held
on 25 November 2021 in Nur-Sultan in virtual format under the
Chairmanship of Kazakhstan
 External Affairs Minister Dr. S. Jaishankar will represent India in the meeting.
 The SCO CHG meeting is held annually and focuses on the trade and
economic agenda of the Organization and to approve its annual budget.
 India is actively engaged in various SCO activities/dialogue mechanisms in the
region as well as other multilateral cooperation within the SCO framework.
SHANGHAI COOPERATION ORGANISATION (SCO)
 Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) is a Eurasian political, economic
and military organisation, which was founded in Shanghai by the leaders of
China, Russia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, and Tajikistan in the year 2001.
The aim of SCO is to establish cooperation between member nations on:
 Security-related concerns
 Resolving border issues
 Military cooperation
 Intelligence sharing
 Countering terrorism
 Countering American influence in Central Asia
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The eight permanent members of the SCO are
China
 Kazakhstan
 Kyrgyzstan
 Russia
 Tajikistan
 Uzbekistan
 India
 Pakistan
 China
Background
 After the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991, the then security and economic
architecture in the Eurasian region dissolved and new structures had to come
up.
 The original Shanghai Five were China, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Russia and
Tajikistan.
 The SCO was formed in 2001, with Uzbekistan included.
 It expanded in 2017 to include India and Pakistan.
INTERPOL
 Special Director of the Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) Praveen Sinha
was elected as a delegate for Asia on the Executive Committee of the
International Criminal Police Organization (INTERPOL).
What is Interpol?
 Interpol is acronym for the International Criminal Police Organization, a
network comprising 192 member nations, including India.
 The agency, with its headquarters in Lyon, France, was established in 1923.
 Its role is to enable police around the world to work together to make the world
a safer place.
 India has been a member since 1956.
 The Interpol basically connects police across the world even if these individual
member nations do not have diplomatic relations.
 The Interpol facilitates information exchange, knowledge sharing and
research between nations.
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Different Interpol notices
 Red Notice- is a request to locate and provisionally arrest an individual
pending extradition.
 Yellow Notice- to help locate missing persons, often minors, or to help identify
persons who are unable to identify themselves. This is highly useful in cases of
human trafficking or in case of missing persons due to calamities.
 Blue Notice- to collect additional information about a person’s identity,
location or activities in relation to a crime. This does not guarantee extradition
or arrest of the person.
 Black Notice - request to seek information on unidentified bodies in member
nations.
 Green Notice - to provide warnings and intelligence about persons who have
committed criminal offences and are likely to repeat these crimes in other
countries.
 Orange Notice- to provide warnings about warn of an event, a person, an
object or a process representing a serious and imminent threat to public
safety.
 Purple Notice - to seek or provide information on the modus operandi, objects,
devices and concealment methods used by criminals.
ENGLISH CHANNEL
 British and French leaders have ramped up a war
of words over dangerous crossings of the
English Channel after at least 27 people
died making the sea journey.
 English Channel, also called The Channel,
French La Manche.
 It is a narrow arm of the Atlantic
Ocean separating the southern coast
of England from the northern coast of France.
UN Human Rights Council
 India was re-elected to the UN Human Rights Council with 184 votes in a 193member assembly, while the required majority was 97.
 India’s current term at UNHRC was to end on December 31. 2021.
 Next term: 2021-24
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About UNHRC
 UNHRC was reconstituted from its predecessor organisation, the UN
Commission on Human Rights to help overcome the “credibility deficit” of the
previous organisation.
 HQ: Geneva, Switzerland
 Members : 193
Membership of UN Human Rights Council
 The UNHRC has 47 members serving at any time with elections held to fill up
seats every year, based on allocations to regions across the world to ensure
geographical representation.
 The members of the UN Human Rights Council will serve for a period of three
years and will not be eligible for immediate re-election after two consecutive
terms.
 The membership of UNHRC is based on equitable geographical distribution
and the seats are distributed among regional groups Group of African States
(13), Group of Asia Pacific States (13), Group of Eastern European States (6),
Group of Latin American and Caribbean States (8) and Group of Western
European and other States (7).
 The United States in 2018, under the Donald Trump administration, had
withdrawn from UN Human Rights Council but The United States in 2018,
under the Donald Trump administration, had withdrawn from UN Human
Rights Council.
EXERCISE ‘SITMEX’
 Indian Naval Ship (INS) Karmuk, an indigenously built Missile Corvette is
participating in the 3rd edition of India, Singapore and Thailand Trilateral
Maritime Exercise SITMEX – 21, from 15 to 16 Nov 21 in Andaman Sea.
 SITMEX is being conducted annually since 2019 between Indian Navy (IN),
Republic of Singapore Navy (RSN) and Royal Thai Navy (RTN).
 Aim: enhance mutual inter-operability and imbibing best practices.
ASIA-PACIFIC ECONOMIC COOPERATION (APEC)
 The Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) was hosted by New Zealand
recently.
 Declaration adopted under the theme of ‘Join, Work, Grow, Together’.
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Commitments
 Accelerating economic recovery and achieving sustainable and inclusive
growth
 Tackling climate change
 Empowering groups with untapped economic potential
 Addressing the digital divide.
 The Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) is an economic group of 21
members, formed in 1989
 Aim: promoting free trade and sustainable development in the Pacific
Rim economies.
Key Points
 APEC is made up of countries, including the U.S. that promote free trade and
sustainable development in Pacific Rim economies.
 APEC engages in multiple micro causes, such as intellectual property rights
and emergency preparedness, and has many sub-groups that aim to advance
policy and awareness.
 APEC has been fundamental in reducing tariffs, improving customs
efficiency, and closing the gap between developing and developed
economies.
 Headquarter: Singapore.
 India is not a Member

www.upscconnect.com
9899781744, 8851330108

95

www.upscconnect.com
9899781744, 8851330108

96

MISCELLANEOUS
“HARGHARDASTAK” CAMPAIGN
Why in News
 Health Ministry has launched HarGharDastak or
Knock Every Door campaign to boost the second
dose of COVID-19 vaccination.
Important Points
 Health Ministry said that there were more than
10.34 crore people in the country who had
missed the second dose of COVID-19 vaccine that they were due to take.
 The campaign is scheduled to start soon in districts with low vaccination rates
to enthuse and motivate people towards getting their jab. The goal is also to
cover the entire adult population with at least one dose of COVID-19 vaccine
by the end of November.
TIME FOR INDIA
 Sweden will soon be launching a trade promotion event to boost bilateral ties
with India named ‘Time for India’.
 Time for India will be a series of seminars which will provide insights into India’s
various sectors and market strength.
 The whole idea is to strengthen India-Sweden business strategies. Also under
it, there shall be no requirement for vaccination for entry nor there a
quarantine regime in place. But travellers need to take a COVID-19 test on
arrival.
AWARD FOR BEST PUBLIC TRANSPORT
 Surat won the award for the city with the best public transport system.
 The awards were given out by Housing and Urban Affairs ministry under the
Urban Mobility India conference. Kochi was judged the city with most
sustainable transport system.
 Delhi received the award for the city with the best non-motorised transport
system for the Chandni Chowk redevelopment project.
 Delhi also won the best Metropassenger services and satisfaction award.
 Nagpur’s multi-modal integration with Metro rail was found to be the best in
the country. At the conference, it was also highlighted that urban transport
accounts for 23% of carbon emissions and 61% of global oil demand.
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EARTHQUAKE AND KAMENG RIVER
Why in News
 Landslides caused by an earthquake of 3.4 magnitude close to the border with
China led to mass fish death in the Kamengriver in Arunachal Pradesh.
Important Points
 The gap between the earthquake and thousands of fish found floating in the
river was more than a fortnight.
 The landslides dumped several tonnes of mud and rocks into the river,
substantially reducing the flow of water.
 The river turned blackish due to very high turbidity resulting in low dissolved
oxygen that killed the fish.
About Kameng River
 The Kamengriver was earlier known as Bhareli River and is called JiaBhoreli in
Assam.
 The river originates in the eastern Himalayan mountains, of the Tawang
district from the Glacial lake below snow capped Gori Chen Mountain.
 It is one of the major tributaries of the Brahmaputra River, joining it at Tezpur,
just east of the KoliaBhomoraSetubridge.
 The Kameng forms the boundary between East Kamemg District and West
Kameng Districts.
OPERATION SANKALP
 INS Trikand is currently deployed in the Persian Gulf and Gulf of Oman as part
of Operation Sankalp.
 Operation Sankalp was started in June 2019 after there were explosions on
board two oil tanker ships in the Gulf of Oman amid increased tensions
between Iran and the U.S.
 The Indian Navy’s Operation Sankalp has provided safe passage to an average
16 Indian-flagged merchant vessels in the Gulf region every day.
 Indira Gandhi Peace Prize
 Pratham, the NGO working to expand the scope for education in India, has
been awarded the Indira Gandhi Prize.
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 It was awarded for its pioneering work over more than a quarter century in
seeking to ensure that every child has access to quality education, for its
innovative use of digital technology to deliver education.
 Set up in 1995 in Mumbai by Dr MadhavChavan and Farida Lambay, Pratham
is dedicated to improving the quality of education for underprivileged children
in India and across the world.
About Indira Gandhi Peace Prize
 It is also known as the Indira Gandhi Prize for Peace, Disarmament, and
Development.
 The prestigious award is named after the former Prime Minister Indira Gandhi
and is awarded annually.
 Since 1986, it is conferred every year by Indira Gandhi Memorial Trust.
 Indira Gandhi Peace Prize consists of a monetary award of Rs 25 lakh along
with a citation.
 It is given to individuals or organisations in recognition of creative efforts
towards:
- Promoting international peace, development, and a new international
economic
order.
- Ensuring that scientific discoveries are used for the larger good of humanity,
and enlarging the scope of freedom.
BHARAT GAURAV’ SCHEME
 To promote and attract tourism business, the
Indian Railways launched Bharat Gaurav
trains that will be operated by private players and
run on theme-based circuits.
What is the Bharat Gaurav policy?
 Any operator or service provider, or virtually
anyone, can lease trains from Indian Railways to
run on a theme-based circuit as a special tourism package.
 The tenure of the arrangement is a minimum of two years and maximum of
the codal life of the coach.
 The operator has the freedom to decide the route, the halts, the services
provided, and, most importantly, the tariff.
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What will Indian Railways do?
 It will provide staff to drive the trains, guards and also maintenance staff on
board for the coaches.
 Other staff, like housekeeping and catering, etc, will be deployed by the
operator.
NOBLE PRIZE
 The Nobel Prize are five separate prizes that are awarded to "those who,
during the preceding year, have conferred the greatest benefit to Mankind."
 Alfred Nobel was a Swedish chemist, engineer, and industrialist most
famously known for the invention of dynamite.
Physiology or Medicine
 David Julius and ArdemPatapoutian from the University of California, San
Francisco and Scripps Research in La Jolla, California, respectively.
 Reason: recognizes their seminal work in identifying the gene and
understanding the mechanism through which our body perceives
temperature and pressure.
Peace
 Maria Ressa of the Philippines and Dmitry Muratov of Russia (both are
journalists).
 Reason: defending freedom of expression.
Chemistry
 German scientist Benjamin List and Scotland-born scientist David W.C.
MacMillan.
 Reason: an efficient, “precise, cheap, fast and environmentally friendly” way
to develop new molecules using a simple yet novel concept of catalysisasymmetric organocatalysis.
Economics
 One half to Canadian-born David Card and the other half jointly to IsraeliAmerican Joshua D Angrist and Dutch-American Guido W Imbens.
 Reason: for their work on “use of natural experiments” on the impact of
minimum wage, immigration and education on the labor markets.
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 David Card has been awarded for his empirical contributions to labour
economics.
 Joshua D. Angrist and Guido W. Imbens won the award “for their
methodological contributions to the analysis of causal relationships.”
Physics
 Climatologists SyukuroManabe of Princeton University, U.S., and Klaus
Hasselmann of Max Planck Institute for Meteorology, Hamburg, Germany, and
physicist Giorgio Parisi of Sapienza University of Rome, Italy.
 Reason: ground breaking contributions to our understanding of complex
physical systems.
 Professors Manabe and Hasselmann will share half the prize and Professor
Parisi will receive one-half of the prize.
 Professors Manabe and Hasselmann bagged the Prize “for the physical
modelling of Earth’s climate, quantifying variability and reliably predicting
global warming”.
 Professor Parisi won “for the discovery of the interplay of disorder and
fluctuations in physical systems from atomic to planetary scales”.
Global Drug Policy Index
 The inaugural Global Drug Policy Index was released by the Harm Reduction
Consortium.
 Norway, New Zealand, Portugal, the UK and Australia as the five leading
countries on humane and health-driven drug policies.
 The five lowest-ranking countries are Brazil, Uganda, Indonesia, Kenya, and
Mexico.
 India’s rank is 18 out of 30 countries.
Methodology
 It is a data-driven global analysis of drug policies and their implementation.
 It is composed of 75 indicators.
 Five broad dimensions of drug policy: criminal justice, extreme responses,
health and harm reduction, access to internationally controlled medicines, and
development.
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